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Welcome to the Year of Celebration.   This year is a time to celebrate.  What a great organization SECPTA is; there 
are sports, outings and playgroups  for our children, gatherings and support programming for adults and service and 
fitness activities for families.  In just 10 years we have grown to over 300 families in the greater Solon area.   When 
my family moved to the area two years ago from overseas, we had hoped to find a way to meet people and learn 
what was available in the area.  I never imagined I could find it all in one organization.  We are thankful to SECPTA 
for making our transition so smooth and easy for us and our children.  We have found friendship, new opportunities 
to experience and a way to give back to this organization and the community. 

This year we will look back at the past 10 years of SECPTA; learn some history of how the organization was 
founded and what SECPTA has meant to its members over the years.  We will end the year with a Celebration of 
our 10th year for all!  What a great year to be involved with SECPTA.  As an organization run by volunteers there is 
something for everyone.  Would you like to help coach t-ball or soccer?  Would you like to be a host home for a 
Coffee Club or an Adult event?  Do you like fundraising – we have cookbooks to sell, a fundraising event to work 
and solicitation calls to make?  Do you like to cook?  We need some Helping Hands to make meal, help Hospitality 
with snacks for a meeting and need kitchens to host our Cooking Club.  Would you like to help set up or clean up at 
a Children’s Party?  These are just some of the ways you can give back to SECPTA.  Feel free to contact a board 
member or myself if you would like to help out. 

It is hard to believe that there might be someone out there that does not know about SECPTA. Do you have a new 
neighbor that has young children, a friend that just had a baby, or connected with an old friend make sure you tell 
them about SECPTA.  Better yet share the newsletter and a membership form with them. 

I am honored to serve as president during SECPTA’s 10th year.  It will be a special year – time to celebrate the past 
and look to the future.  I hope you will join us in many of the activities that SECPTA has to offer. 

…………………….…………… 
Jody Halley 
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Dear Membership, 

Wow! What a summer! A great T-ball season, Picnic Pals, 
Book Club, Mom’s Outings,  informal gatherings, family time, 
and a busy board getting ready for the 2009-2010 SECPTA 
Year.  I hope you were able to enjoy in some of it.  Thank you 
to the Picnic Pals committee (Jen Catri, Julie Seitz, Katie 
Kaufman, Carrie Leon, Danielle Rodgers ) for planning these 
great gatherings.  Thank you to Laura Redmond and her 
family for all their hard work with T-ball.  Thank you to Jen 
Arth and her Community Connection emails. They gave us 
some extra ideas of things to do during a slow week.  Thank 
you to the SECPTA Board who has been busy making plans 
for fantastic SECPTA events throughout our 10th year. 
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Welcome to a Year of Celebration SECPTA Families!  The Programs’ Team 
has been working hard to put together a year full of great parent education. 

Thanks to our wonderful Hospitality Team, food will again be provided at 
each general meeting.  Don’t worry if there wasn’t time for dinner before the 
meeting, please come and grab a tasty snack and relax! 

This year prizes will be given away, raffle-style, at the conclusion of each of 
our speakers’ presentations.  If you are present at the end of the 
presentations, you will be eligible to win!  Good Luck! 

We are thrilled to announce the line up of speakers and special events 
planned for the 2009-2010 SECPTA year.  Please note that this list is 
subject to change, but most of our speaker’s have confirmed. 

Here’s the line up: 

August 25  �  Meet Your Match!  

This is a unique meeting!!  In an effort to have all members become 
acquainted with the committees, clubs, and volunteer opportunities 
SECPTA has to offer, we will participate in our version of “speed dating!”  
Small groups of members will be rotated to meet each committee chair over 
a short series of “dates.”  Members will quickly meet and hear about each 
committee as they are assigned by their rotation cards. This will be a fun 
way to meet veteran members as well as new members while also learning 
about the ways you can be a part of SECPTA in its Year of Celebration!  
There will be prizes given out at random times for random reasons during 
the speed dating session…so join us for the fun! 

*In order to accommodate parents with children that are beginning school, 
we have decided to start the August 25th meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Field trip sign 
ups will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

September 22  �  Live in the Moment  

Julie Clark Robinson, author of Live in the Moment, has excitedly agreed to 
speak to our SECPTA members!  Julie Clark Robinson is a dynamic 
speaker who adds humor to our daily crises.  She is a wife and mom who 
knows all too well the ups and downs of daily life.  Julie chooses to always 
look at the "cup half FULL."  She is the author of Live in the Moment, a 
hilariously funny book about how to live life with gusto, and overcome 
hurdles with daily joy.  Julie will have her book available for purchase and 
signing the evening of the event.  Her book is also available on 
Amazon.com if you would like to read it prior to the presentation.  This is a 
must read!! 

 

General Meeting Info  

Mark your calendars for the 4 th 
Tuesday of each month: 

August 25 
September 22 
October 27 
November 24 
January 26 
February 23 
March 23 
April 27 
May 25 
 
Please note:  There will not be a 
December meeting. 

All SECPTA meetings will be held 
at The Main Banquet Hall of the 
Solon Community Center  
located at 35000 Portz Parkway. 

MEETING AGENDA 
*6:30 Field Trip and 

Committee Sign Ups 
7:00   Business Meeting 
7:30   Speaker 
8:30/9:00   Meeting adjourned. 
Meet us at the Rusty Bucket 
Tavern in Solon after meetings! 
Please note we are obligated to 
leave the Solon Community 
Center by 9:00 p.m.   
 
*August 25th General Meeting will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 
For more information on 
Programs, contact:  
Michelle Holmes 
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.
com  
 



October 27  �  Smart Mouth Smarts!  

Amy Speidel, certified parent coach, is back!  She has already taught us how to leave 
the house without losing our minds but now she is going to help us learn about why our 
kids talk the way they do.  Amy says, “It is not just what they say… it’s the tone and the 
look as well!”  Join us to learn how to decode the reasons for “backtalk” and encourage 
open, respectful lines of communication among siblings and between you and your 
child." 

November 24  �  Holiday Shopping Spree  

Back by popular demand!!  The Holiday Shopping Spree features more than 40 vendors 
with unique gift offerings, just in time for the holidays!  This event is open to the public.  
The Holiday Shopping Spree serves as a fundraiser for the programs SECPTA offers 
throughout the year.  Business owners and independent consultants that are current 
members of SECPTA will have priority registration for the event and a discounted table 
fee.  If you would like to participate as a vendor or know someone that would, please 
contact programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 

January 26  �  Preschool Parade  

Preschool is a big decision.  As a parent of a preschooler, we have plenty of 
questions…What types of preschools does this area have to offer?  Does he have to be 
potty trained?  How do preschools teach handwriting…do they teach handwriting?? Now 
is your chance to find out!  Join us for SECPTA’s annual Preschool Parade.  
Representatives from northeast Ohio’s preschools will be on hand to learn about their 
specific programs and to answer any questions you may have.  The speaker for the 
evening is to be announced at a later date. 

February 23  �  Don't Just Survive Motherhood - Live It!  

Sharon Nittinger, life coach and public speaker, will celebrate MOMS!  The focus of 
Sharon’s presentation will be on moms taking care of themselves as individuals, which, 
as we know, is often forgotten or neglected when we get into the throws of motherhood.  

March 23  �  Surviving Three Meals a Day!  

Mark Bindus, a father and the Director of Food Service for Twinsburg City Schools, has 
been confirmed and he is excited to educate us on the issues of food!  Mark holds a 
Bachelors of Science in Dietetics from the University of Akron and has been a “foodie” 
for years.  He will discuss general and pediatric nutrition recommendations to help us 
make healthier breakfasts, lunches and dinners for our kids. 

April 27  �  Budgeting – Waking up to Your Dreams  

A representative from Cleveland Saves will be presenting a discussion about money.  
Cleveland Saves is a broad-based coalition of nonprofit, financial, corporate and 
government groups which encourages individuals and families to save money so that 
they can build wealth.  The speaker will also address saving for college.  

May 25 �  A Decade of SECPTA – The Celebration  

Join us, past and present members of SECPTA, as we celebrate our 10 year 
anniversary! 
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Babysitting services will again be offered by the staff of My Gym Solon during the 
General Membership Meetings for all children who are one year, walking and older.  
Your children can be dropped off beginning at 6:30 p.m. (7p.m. for the August 
meeting) and stay until the conclusion of the meeting.  The babysitting room will be 
located in a Solon Community Center Banquet Room adjacent to our meeting.  
Advance reservations are needed for this babysitting service.  Members are required 
to contact My Gym Solon at 440.914.9497 to secure your reservation. The 2009-2010 
rate for babysitting is $5.00 per child per evening.  Please note that payment is non-
refundable and is to be made in cash or check directly to My Gym at the time of the 
reservation.  A small snack will be served to your child and the staff brings games and 
entertainment!  Call early to reserve a spot for your child! 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 

APPLES APPLES EVERYEWHERE!!! 

Apple season is upon and did you know 
that the SECPTA cookbook has great 
apple recipes!  We have gathered some 
of the recipes and invite you to try one 
out.  We are looking for cooks to make 
each recipe.  If you do not have the 
cookbook, we can get you the recipe but 
be sure to check out the cookbook!  
Sign up at the August meeting or by     
e-mailing Katie or Sue at 
hospitality@solonearlychildhoodpta.org 

October Meeting 
HARVEST SALAD with HOMEMADE 
BREADS 
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Recipes are:  

Fall Apple Dip – Pg. 11 

Caramel Apple Salad – pg. 36 

Spinach & Apple Salad – pg. 45 

Taffy Apple Salad – pg.49 

Spiced Applesauce – pg. 71 

Apple Bread – pg. 200 

Autumn Apple Cale – pg. 238 

Grandma’s Apple Cake – pg. 239 

Caramel Apple Cheesecake – pg. 241 

Caramel Apple Salad – pg. 246 
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Kick off a new year of SECPTA at the Welcome Picnic!  
 
We invite you to join us for some socializing while the kids enjoy the playground and 
entertainment.  Service will be doing a special clean up of the park in advance of 
our playing!  Snacks and drinks will be provided!  There will be membership and 
soccer forms on hand to fill out!!! 
  
We hope you'll join us on Friday, August 21st from 9:30 a.m.-11:30  a.m. at Liberty 
Park in Twinsburg! 
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We hope that you are enjoying a wonderful summer!  What a better way to continue your summer fun than to renew 
your SECPTA membership and participate in all the great activities this year is going to offer.  As SECPTA celebrates 
it's 10th year we are so excited for the terrific outings and events planned for this "Year of Celebration".  

Please fill out the 2009-2010 Membership Form and send dues to Carina Schnitter, 2955 Alling Dr. Twinsburg, Ohio 
44087.  Dues continue to be $30 per family for the year.  Please make checks payable to SECPTA. The membership 
form can be found at http://www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com/forms/2009-2010_Membership_Form.pdf. 

Forms and dues can also be brought to the Welcome Picnic (August 21st at 9:30am at Liberty Park in Twinsburg). 
Get your forms in early because those received by the Welcome Picnic will be entered into a drawing for a 
fashionable prize.   

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and energy to help with Solon Home Days and participate in the 
Parade.  More information to follow.  We look forward to seeing everyone at the Welcome Picnic! 
 

………………………………………………….…………. 
Carina Schnitter     Danielle Rodgers 
VP-Membership     Membership Chair 
membership@solonearlychildhoodpta.com . 
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MOVIE NIGHT: The Time Traveler’s Wife  

Join us to see the long awaited movie, The Time 
Traveler’s wife which is based from the novel by 
Audrey Niffenegger. This is the remarkable story 
of Henry DeTamble, a dashing, adventuresome 
librarian who travels involuntarily through time, 
and Clare Abshire, an artist whose life takes a 
natural sequential course. Henry and Clare's 
passionate love affair endures across a sea of 
time and captures the two lovers in an impossibly 
romantic trap.  Rachel McAdams and Eric Bana 
play the starring roles in this must see movie.  
The Rusty Bucket is always awaiting to serve us 
for dessert and a drink following the movie. 

When:  Monday, August 17th 
Time:   TBA  (movie time slot closer to 7:30ish). 
E-mail will be sent closer to the date for exact 
time. 
Place:  Solon Cinemas 
Cost:   $5.00 (plus whatever munchies or 
beverages that is purchased 
 

LET’S MEET FOR DINNER  AT MAVIS 
WINKLE’S IRISH PUB in TWINSBURG  
http://www.maviswinkles.com 
When: Thursday, September 24 th 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Please let me know if you’re attending so I can 
reserve your seat. 
 

…………………….…………. 
Amy Berman 
momsoutings@solonearlychildhood.com�
 

Progressive Dinner  
 
Date:  October 17 
Time:  6 PM 
Place:  various host homes TBD 
Cost:  free, you will bring an appetizer or dessert to host homes 
RSVP: adultoutings@solonearlychildhood.com 
 
This will be SECPTA"S 9th Annual Progressive Dinner.  This is 
a fun way to spend some time with other members you know 
and to meet some new ones! 
  
The Progressive Dinner is a "rotating dinner" where each couple 
is assigned to a group to travel to two different host houses for 
appetizers, then meeting with everyone at the final house for 
dessert.  Danielle Rodgers has graciously offered her home for 
the dessert house.   
  
At this time we are looking for more host houses.  Please 
contact us if you would like to offer your home.  Sign ups for 
participation will be at the August meeting or you can email us. 
  

…………………….…………. 
Shetal Patel & Amy Tomarchio 
adultoutings@solonearlychildhood.com 
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Welcome to a new year of SECPTA, 
new friends, and new ways to keep you 
active and healthy!  The goal of the 
Fitness Committee is to promote health 
and wellness through various fitness 
events, educational speakers, and 
healthy eating.   I hope you are able to 
join me for the following events.  Come 
out to sweat and bond with other 
SECPTA members! 
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August  
Event:  OutRun Ovarian Cancer Race (a 
family event!) 
Date:  Saturday, August 29 
Time:  8:20 am for Family Fun and 9:00 for 
5k Race (get there earlier for pre-events)  
Where:  Cleveland Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame 
Cost:  $18 for adults* 
*Note:   Please register individually 
at www.oroc.org .   Early registration is 
until August 25.  After that, the fee goes 
up to $25.    
We can make carpool arrangements as the 
date gets closer.   

A big thanks to those of you who made a 
delicious meal for a SECPTA family this 
summer:  Julie Koppel, Kelly Mordock, 
Jennifer Choate, Rosie Kalika, Katie 
Heavlin, Tina Laslo, Jody Halley, Carina 
Schnitter, Jessica Bryan and Carol 
Olszewski.  
 
Congratulations to the Fishman, Mercer, 
Pickana, and Holmes families who recently 
welcomed new babies.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
Donnelly family who is going through a 
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� difficult time.     

A special thank you to Carina Schnitter for 
her hard work organizing the SECPTA Home 
Days booth and to Laura Redmond for a 
great T-ball season.  
 
If interested in serving on the Helping Hands 
committee, please send me an email. On 
average, committee members make two 
meals per year for a SECPTA family. 
 

…………………….…………. 
Charmaine Jones 
helpinghands@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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September  
Event: Yoga Class  
Date:  Saturday, September 19 
Time:  10:00 am – 11:00 am (get there 
15 minutes early!) 
Where:  lululemon athletica Showroom in 
Beachwood 
Cost:  Free!! 
Lululemon athletica makes technical 
clothing for yoga, dance, running and other 
sweaty pursuits!   However, each week the 
Beachwood showroom features a local 
yoga studio that provides a complimentary 
class.  Come and enjoy the benefits of 
gentle yoga in this free, one hour class.  
This class is suitable for all fitness levels 
and will both relax and energize your mind 
and body.  If you are not able to join us on 
the 19th, please note that the free classes 
are held every Saturday! 
If you would like to see a particular activity 
on the calendar, please contact me.  I’d 
love to hear your suggestions! 
 

…………………….…………. 
Christine Hales 
fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates!    
SECPTA will be hosting two parties for the 2009-
2010 year both at Parkside Elementary School.  
These parties are sure to be featured packed with 
plenty of snacks, games, prizes, crafts, and 
entertainment.   
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 31, 
2009 (a Halloween party) from 2:30-4:30 and 
Saturday, February 13, 2010 (a Chinese New Year 
party) from 10-Noon.   
 
More details to come.  Signups for the Halloween 
party will start at the August General Meeting.   
See you then! 
 

…………………….…………. 
Heidi Mattlin  
parties@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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·  Coaches will rotate 
players.  All children will 
play at least 2 quarters 
each game. 

·  Shin guards are required 
to play 

 
We are also looking for 
interested parents to coach and 
help set up – no experience 
necessary! 
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We are looking forward to another great season of 
soccer this fall.   Here are the details… 
 
Who:  Boys and Girls ages 3 (Must be 3 on or before 
9/30/09) to 5 years old.  Current SECPTA Members 
only Please note – all SECPTA memberships expire 
on 6-30-09 and must be renewed for the 2009/2010 
year.  
Where:  Solon Recreation Ball Fields (Next to the 
Tennis courts) 
When:  SATURDAY mornings, for 6 weeks beginning 
September 12th through October 24th.  Games begin at 
10:00 a.m.   (There will be no soccer on September 19th 
in observance of Rosh Hashana.  Rain date is October 
31st).   
Why:    To learn teamwork, basics of the game, 
sportsmanship, and to have fun. 
 
Cost:    $20.00 per child .  This cost will cover t-shirts, 
equipment, team pictures and certificates. The 
registration fee is non refundable. If you would like 
SECPTA to purchase Shin Guards on your behalf, 
please include an extra $8.00 per child  to your total 
and your child’s shin guards will be available at the first 
game. 

SECPTA Soccer Rules and Guidelines:  

·  All games are for fun and to introduce children 
to the game.  Scores will not be kept.  
Everyone is a winner. 

·  Practices are at the beginning of each game. 
·  3-year olds play against other 3-year olds, etc. 

Soccer forms are located at 
http://www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com/forms/SECPT
A_SOCCER_Registration_Form_2009.pdf 
 
To register, please return the Registration Form , 
a 2009-2010 along with the Membership Form  (or 
indicate in space provided that you are already a 
member) and a check  for the appropriate amount 
of money, payable to SECPTA by Noon on Friday, 
August 28, 2009 to: 
 

Andrea Burland 
34585 Blue Heron Dr.  
Solon, OH 44139 
 

Registration forms and payment will be accepted at 
all board and regular meetings.  
 

…………………….…………. 
Andrea Burland 
soccer@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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We enjoyed wonderful weather and a great T-Ball season this 
summer!   

I’d like to thank all of our players and parents for playing fair 
and cheering for each other. 

A special thank you goes to our sponsors���
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Finally a much deserved thank you to all of our coaches and 
assistant coaches.  Without your dedication and patience, 
SECPTA T-Ball would not be as successful and fun!   

5 Year Old League :   Lions  – Paul Lewis & Nick Carlozzi; 
Bombers  – Mike Berman, Greg Golfeder & Julie Seitz; 
Comets  – Jay Kanter & Dan Charney;  
Tigers  – Rick Pavia, Bruce Chantry & Jennifer Sprafka 

4 Year Old League:   Indians  – Dan Mercer, David Perlberg & 
Darren Teorsky; Braves  – Nino Giallanza, Nyall McKenna & 
Pat Grady; Yankees  – Mark Catri, Hope Gloger & Matt 
Rosner; Angels  – Jeff and Heidi Mattlin & Pat Pece; Reds – 
Mack Bell, Tim Ertle & Steve Tartabini; Pirates  – Matt 
Donnelly, Jay Rotsky & Dave Funderburg; Royals  – Joe 
Pfundstein & Sandy Sidaway; Giants  – Rob Foster, Andrew 
Stell & Bill Matejka 

3 Year Old League :  Orioles  – George Beros & Daniel 
Sypen; Rays – Lisa Brady & Sammy Brady; Blue Jays  – Mike 
Roberto, Rich Cola & Jody Halley; Cubs  – Chuck Herman & 
Bob Scholl; Marlins  – Britt Kaufman, Rich Swerbinsky & Kyle 
Creamer; Cardinals  – Dave Sterlekar, Matt Galluppi & Tom 
Burke 

Wiffle Ball League :  Diamonds  – Jackie McHugh & Katie 
Piccirillo; Shamrocks  – Rob Haer & Kimberly Linson 

Here’s to a great season and I look forward to seeing you 
again next year! 
 

…………………….…………. 
Laura Redmond 
tball@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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When was the last time you read anything other than 
Goodnight Moon? If it's been that long since you've 
picked up an adult book, it's time to join us! 
 
The Book Club meets on average about once a 
month, either at a local bookstore, coffeeshop or at a 
SECPTA member's home.  We discuss the book, 
kids, and life and eat and drink while we do it.  All 
book club selections are books that are relatively 
short, easier reads, and books that come in 
paperback and/or are available at the library. We 
meet on either weekend afternoons or evenings.  
There is never any need to rsvp - just show up! And 
even if you haven't finished the book, or started 
it....no worries - come purely for some adult 
conversation. 
 
The first meeting this year will be on Thursday, 
October 1. 
 
Time: 7:30 pm. 
Location: Starbucks in Twinsburg (corner of 
Darrow Road/Rt. 91 and Rt. 82) 

�������
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Playgroups are Fun!!! 
 
Playgroups are very important in creating a strong SECPTA community.  We 
would love for you to join a playgroup.  If you are new to SECPTA this is a 
great way for you to meet other members and have fun playing with your 
kiddos!   If you have been a member for awhile, this is a great way to meet 
some new people or reconnect with old friends.   
The playgroup organization process will begin at the first general meeting in 
August.  I will have a large grid set up at my table with days of the week and 
also children’s ages and you will have the opportunity to start to group 
yourselves!  There will no longer be paper playgroup request forms, so if you 
are unable to make it to the general meeting and would like to join a group, 
please be sure to include the following in your email: 
 
Your Name 
Child’s Name/Age 
Days of the week that you would like to play 
Morning or Afternoon 
*Also if you are already in an established playgroup, please just email me 
and let me know if you have spaces for new members to your group.  
 

…………………….…………. 
Sarah Coyne 
playgroups@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Cost: FREE! SECPTA will pick up the tab for 
beverages. 
Book: Still Alice by Lisa Genova 
 
Still Alice is a fictional novel based on the story of Alice 
Howland - an esteemed professor at Harvard, living a 
comfortable family life in Boston, when she is 
shockingly diagnosed with early Alzheimer's disease at 
age 50. 
The book follows a three year span in her life, showing 
the devastating turn the disease takes on both Alice 
and her family. A heartbreaking and memorable read 
that is beautifully written and full of hope, humor, and a 
little bit of science behind this ever increasingly 
diagnosed disease. 
 

…………………….…………. 
Stacie Baker  
bookclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 
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Do you remember when you first joined SECPTA?  
Were you unsure about joining something new? 
Maybe you didn’t know anyone at that first meeting, 
or maybe you didn’t learn about some great feature 
SECPTA has to offer because you didn’t know who 
to ask.  In this 10th anniversary celebration year, we 
are placing an emphasis on making our newest 
members feel welcome, and we need your help. 
 
Greeters 
We are looking for a few smiling faces prior to our 
general meetings to offer assistance to new and 
prospective members. To walk around and talk with 
individuals, to explain how our meetings, sign ups 
and committee tables function, and answer any 
questions they might have. This would also be a 
great opportunity to introduce them to a few more of 
our awesome members. 
 
Mentors 
We are looking for volunteers to help our new 
members learn about SECPTA.  Each new member 
will be offered a mentor.  Someone they can call 
with questions and who will teach them about all the 
great opportunities SECPTA has to offer.  Mentors 
will contact new members to welcome them to the 
organization, check in periodically to see how things 
are going, and answer any questions.  It would also 

be great to plan to meet them at some of the general 
meetings or field trips.  Our mentors will become familiar 
faces in the crowd for our newest members. 
Please send me an email if you are interested in 
becoming a mentor, or signing up to be a greeter for one 
of our general meetings. 
 
Get to know your SECPTA family 
Would you like to expand your SECPTA network or get 
to know some SECPTA families you haven’t met? Well 
here’s your chance to make it happen!  We will be 
matching random groups of 3 families with kids of similar 
ages to get together over a 3-month period.  You would 
schedule how, when, and where to meet.  It could be as 
often as once a month or more at each family’s home or 
a local restaurant. It could be as simple as getting ice 
cream together, or meeting to play at the park.  The key 
is to break out of your comfort zone, meet new people 
and expand your network.  After 3 months you will be 
matched with a new group and meet a whole new set of 
SECPTA families.  Great new friendships could be 
waiting for your family. Please send me an email if you 
are interested in participating. 
 

…………………….…………. 
Tina Laslo 
newmemberliaison@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 


������ 

 

CALLING ALL SECPTA  ALUMNI! 
 

The Alumni of SECPTA are back and would love for you to be involved!!  If 
you are an alumnus or know of alumni, please contact us at 
alumni@solonearlychildhoodpta.com.  
 
I would love for us to get together, not only as parents, but also with our 
children!  I have some ideas and am always looking for more.  Keep an eye 
and ear out for fun activities!  I look forward to hearing from you!!  
 

…………………….…………. 
Nicole Lieber 
alumni@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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The Solon Eearly Childhood PTA got its start in 
1999 when Jill Miller and I, after meeting at our 
husbands' 10 year high school reunion, became 
friends. We were both new moms, Her daughter, 
Samantha, was born in December 1997 and my son, 
Alex, in April 1998.  As new moms, who had just left 
our careers behind and threw ourselves into the stay 
at home mom role, it didn't take long before we 
realized we needed a network, not only to plan and 
provide activities for the little ones, but, for us to use 
as a support system, as well.  Jill's sister belonged to 
an early childhood pta in Westpark, so Jill and I 
attended one of their meetings to get a feel for what it 
was all about.   
 
After spending an hour hearing about their upcoming 
field trip to the zoo, the meals being provided for 
families with new babies and the care packages being 
delivered to needy families in the area, we knew 
Solon and its surrounding communities needed 
something like this, too.  We contacted the State of 
Ohio's PTA office and found out the necessary steps 
to start our own early childhood pta.  After filling out 
lots of paperwork, Jill and I began spreading the word 
to a few of our friends to see if they would be 
interested in the group and in helping us get it off the 
ground.    
 
One day in late spring of 1998, we met at Patti Miller's 
house to create our original bylaws and standing 
rules.  Our next step consisted of sitting on my couch 
in my family room creating a flier that would entice 
families to join our group and recognize the need for 
our pta in their lives.  We printed hundreds of these 
fliers and began, well, basically, stalking, every mom 
or dad with kids "between the ages of 0-5" at the park, 
in line at the grocery store, at the library, even on 
walks in our neighborhoods.   
 
Our first meeting was August 1998 at the Solon Public 
Library and we were literally praying that we would get 
36 people there, so we could have a quoram of 
around 12 to get our necessary issues voted on and 
passed to submit to the Ohio PTA to become official.  
After pulling a few random library go-ers into the 
meeting, we got our quorum for the night.   
  
Over the years, the SECPTA has risen to incredible 
heights and exceeded our expectations in every 
way...in membership, creativity, opportunities, 
friendships, reputation, community service, speakers, 
and so on...   All of this success has everything to do 
with the amazing individuals who have joined, stayed 

and moved on, and, even come back as "alumni" over 
the last ten years.  Without the dedication and 
ambition and everpresent desire to provide an 
enriching childhood experience for their kids, as well 
as, to be there to support fellow moms and dads 
through the challenges and joys of raising kids, the 
SECPTA would not be anywhere as successful as it is 
today and will continue to be for decades to come. 
  
This pta may have been my and Jill's "baby" but it was 
the hundreds of caring and dedicated members who 
raised and nutured it  to help it become what it is today 
- a thriving ten year old!  Congratulations to everyone 
who played a part in its success. Whether you served 
as president, attended field trips, or joined because of 
t-ball,  it wouldn't be the positive force in the 
community it is today without you! 
  
Happy 10th Birthday, SECPTA!! 
  
Respectfully submitted by Nicole Canitano 
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September  
Thursday September 17th 9:45-11:30 
Show and Tell with Trish and Mel 
Come and experience children's literature 
the Show and Tell way! Trish and Mel put a 
new spin on classic children's books through 
singing, dancing, finger plays, and much 
more! 
Heidi Mattlin’s home 
7321 Shelford Drive, Solon 
 
October  
Monday October 5th 9:45-11:30 
Move and Play with Kindermusik of 
Cleveland 
Instruments and music will get your child 
moving with activities led by a Kindermusik 
instructor.   
Location TBD 
 

Would you like to take a “coffee break” 
with other SECPTA parents while your 
children play?  If so, please join us!  The 
Coffee Club is an informal “play date” in 
the home of a SECPTA member.  Each 
event will feature free entertainment for 
the children, as well as free coffee, juice 
and snacks.  The Coffee Club is a great 
way to meet other SECPTA members 
and socialize in a relaxed environment 
while your children play.   
Sign ups occur at the monthly meetings 
and space is limited. 
If you are interested in becoming involved 
in SECPTA, Coffee Club is a great place 
to start!  I’d love to hear from you if you’re 
willing to help with an event or host one 
at your home. 

…………………….…………. 
Amanda Bellan 
coffeeclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

Would you like to have a date with your husband?  Do you 
find yourself bringing the kiddos to doctor's appointments 
with you?  Would you like to run errands without the kids?  
What about having dependable babysitting that's also 
FREE? Then the SECPTA Babysitting Co-op is for you!  
Exchange hours instead of money with other moms.   
The Co-op meets on the third Tuesday of every month.  If 
you are interested in learning more about this group, please 
join us at our next meeting on August 18, 2009 at 8:00 PM.  
This meeting will be hosted by Jody Halley.  Please RSVP 
to sjthalley@yahoo.com  or 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com if you plan to 
attend.   
 

…………………….…………. 
Emily Johnson 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

Do you have a SECPTA T-shirt?  Available 
for $10 all adult sizes. Great for field trip and 
large outings to recognize the group. Great 
way to spread how SECPTA Creates Smiles 
Everyday.   

Contact Julie Seitz at 
fieldtrips@solongearlychildhoodpta.com 

	������� � ������ �����������
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Welcome to another great year 
of Service! 
 
Our service mission is to assist 
local charities, children services 
and community projects that 
promote child advocacy, parent 
education and support of our 
public schools.  We look to 
participate in service projects that 
involve our children in hands-on 
experiences.  Our families will 
work to lessen the burdens of 
others while gaining an improved 
appreciation for their own lives 
and a lifetime appreciation for 
those people and groups that 
serve our communities every day. 
Some of our Service projects 
slated for the 2009/2010 
SECPTA year include, but are not 
limited to, the following:  
*Pennies for Preston : This is a 
year-long penny collection effort 
that will culminate with a fieldtrip 
in May 2010 to Preston’s 
H.O.P.E.  All pennies collected by 
that time will then be donated to 
this amazing fully accessible 
playground park in Beachwood.  
The collection jar will be available 
at all meetings as well as at most 
fieldtrips and parties.  Collection 
Opportunity: Pennies 
 
*Adopt A Family:  This is our 
annual holiday assistance drive.  
Gift donation tags will be made 
available in early Fall to assist 
several local families through the 
Solon and Twinsburg school 
districts.  Collection Opportunity: 
TBD 
 
*Project Night Night:  Service 
will promote several projects 
throughout the year to support 
this wonderful cause.  Project 
Night Night provides nighttime 

comforts to children in homeless 
shelters.  Packages are 
assembled that include an age 
appropriate book, blanket and a 
stuffed animal: products donated 
can be new or like new.  Several 
programs will include no-sew 
blanket making opportunities for 
children and adults as well as 
coinciding toy and book drives.  
Collection Opportunity: New/Like 
New toys, books and fleece 
material 
 
*Nike Reuse-A-Shoe:  Nike 
currently accepts used athletic 
shoe donations.  The soles are 
recycled and turned into 
playground sports surfaces that 
Nike donates to qualifying 
locations.  Several donation and 
drop-off opportunities will occur 
throughout the year.  Collection 
Opportunity: Used athletic shoes 
 
*Children’s Services 
Celebration:  Service is looking to 
have a celebration party at a 
children’s services center.  
Donations of new toys, clothing, 
etc. would be delivered by 
SECPTA children and adults to the 
young residents.  Collection of 
unused party supplies for the party 
and a big cake will be great ways 
for all of us to celebrate with the 
children as well as celebrate 10 
years of SECPTA.  Collection 
Opportunity: Any 
unused/mismatched party supplies 
(cups, plates, utensils, favors, etc.) 
 
Be sure to check the Service 
section of the newsletter each 
month for more details about 
upcoming events and item 
donation opportunities.  Service is 
available to collect any of the 
above-mentioned collection items 

at all Board and General meetings 
beginning in August.  If you have any 
great ideas you would like to see 
done this year, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me! 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Park Clean Up 
 
Help us welcome another terrific year 
of SECPTA and kick off our Service 
program at the Welcome Picnic at 
Liberty Park on August 21st!  Help us 
clean up the park and then enjoy 
yourselves at the picnic!  Meet us at 
the Service table and please bring 
your buckets to put the trash in: we 
are looking to go “green” by not using 
old grocery bags � .  Gloves and 
sanitizer will be made available.  All 
children who help will receive a 
special “Thank You!” surprise!! 
 
Finally, be sure to save a used sports 
drink bottle, box or any other type of 
plastic bottle with a large enough lid to 
accommodate a penny.  Service will 
be teaming up with Creative 
Expressions on September 18th.  We 
will have the kids decorate t-shirts as 
well as decorate their own “Pennies 
for Preston” bank. Stay tuned in the 
next newsletter for more information! 
 

…………………….……….. 
Angel Keefe 
service@solonearlychildhood.pta.com 
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 Fresh Squeezed Lemonade  

1 ½ cups sugar 
½  cup boiling water 
1 tablespoon grated lemon rind 
1 ½ cups fresh lemon juice (8 large lemons) 
5 cups cold water 
 
Stir together sugar and boiling water until sugar dissolves.  Stir in 
lemon rind, lemon juice and cold water.  Chill and serve over ice. 

Are you looking for a new recipe?  Need a housewarming / hostess 
gift?  The SECPTA Cookbook is a must – just $10. There are over 500 
recipes from area moms – kid friendly recipes.  All money raised 
benefits future SECPTA events.  Hope you enjoy the above recipe 
from the Creating Smiles Everyday…And Good Food Too! SECPTA 
Cookbook. 

������

���� 

The SECPTA Cooking Club is a place for people who 
love to cook, eat and enjoy food. Come build 
friendships by offering cooking tips, sharing healthy 
eating techniques and exploring all things food 
related around Cleveland. The Cooking Club is 
hoping to have several events over the course of the 
year. If you would like to help plan an upcoming 
event or would like to host an event in your home, 
please call or email Patty Owens at (330) 995-6957 
or cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com.  

To RSVP for any Cooking Club event please sign up 
at the next General Meeting or send an email to 
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

SECPTA Executive Board  

President – Jody Halley    president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

1st VP – Programs – Michelle Holmes  programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

2nd VP – Membership – Carina Schnitter  membership@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

3rd VP – Ways/Means – Chrissy Mercer  waysandmeans@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Treasurer – Rosie Kalika   treasurer@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Corresponding Sec – Betsy Donnelly  correspondingsecretary@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Recording Sec – Melissa Fitzgerald  recordingsecretary@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

 

 
OCTOBER EVENT 

 
What:   "All About Apples" 
When:  October 8, 2009 7:00PM  
Where: Patty Owens' Home 
 
It's apple season in Ohio. Prepare your favorite 
apple dish and enjoy the first Cooking Club event 
at the home of Patty Owens. 
 

…………………….……….. 
Patty Owens 
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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I am so excited to be the SECPTA historian for this special year. We 
are celebrating with 10 years of SECPTA! We will be doing some fun 
new things this year. In the upcoming months we will have 
scrapbooking nights to work on our scrapbooks or other craft projects 
together.  
 
Please send me your pictures from the summer events of picnic pals 
and t-ball to historian@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  
We will be holding a drawing for a great prize at the November general 
meeting to all of the members who send me pictures of SECPTA 
events.  
 
Look forward to seeing all of those great pictures soon! 

…………………….……….. 
Stacy Esper 
Historian@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  

 

���������
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Have you ever wanted to know more about your 
community? Are you interested in great free/low cost 
events located close to home? We would love to keep 
you informed of non-SECPTA family activities that are 
within reach (plus involve you in your community!) 
  
In this newsletter issue, I would like to provide you a few 
helpful web sites to browse and research some family 
events you can attend. In the coming newsletters and e-
mail memos, I will share a list of activities to choose 
from. There’s a beautiful variety of things to do all around 
us while keeping it budget and family friendly. 
  
I would love to have your input to help keep the variety of 
information flowing to our SECPTA members. Please 
feel free to e-mail me if you know of any events that are 
planned and that you think would be great for families to 
know about. It could be anything that is unique and 
sounds like good low cost family fun in our surrounding 
areas. We want to help you get the most out of your 
communities! 
 
 …………………….……….. 
Jennifer Arth  
Communityconnections@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

 
Websites of Interest 

to Connect with your Communities  
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8-13(Thur) River Road Park (Bainbridge)  
This park is a favorite among many. The park is 
located near the intersection of Chagrin River Rd 
and Bainbridge Rd (and a Big red barn). There are 
paved trails for walking, strollers, roller skates and 
bikes.  Two playgrounds provide enough 
equipment for all ages. Two Volleyballs courts 
typically double as a sandbox, bring your toys! 
Picnic shelter and bathrooms are on site. Snack 
and drinks will be provided. Bring your lunch if 
you’d like a longer stay. 
 
When: Thursday, August 13th at 10:00am 
Where: River Road Park 17628 River Road, 
Bainbridge 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Danielle Rodgers 
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  
 
8-17(Mon) Longwood Park and Bob Evans 
Breakfast  
Give yourself and your children a nice Breakfast 
before going to one of our last Picnic Pals. Please 
meet us at Bob Evans in Twinsburg at 9:00am for 
a nutritious start to your day. They have an great 
child’s menu that is priced right.  After our bellies 
are full, we drive further down State Rt 82 to 
Macedonia’s Longwood Park.  Longwood is one of 
the largest Metropolitan Parks in Ohio. On it’s 292 
acre area you will find baseball and soccer fields, 

 

sand volleyball, playgrounds, picnic 
shelters and a pond.  
 
When: Monday, August 17, 9:00am  
Where: Bob Evans Twinsburg 8900 

Picnic Pals is still going strong and below are eve nts you can attend in August.  

Remember these are special summer SECPTA playdates that are open to all siblings and families and there are 
no "sign-ups" just show up! Invite a friend or a new neighbor so they can experience some SECPTA fun! 

Hadden Rd (off Rt 82).  Longwood Park immediately 
following breakfast about 2miles west on Rt 82. 
Cost:  Breakfast for you and your children 
Contact: Julie Seitz 
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  
 
 8-26(Wed) Memphis Kiddie Pa rk  
Let’s end the summer with an event that the kids will 
remember all winter long! Tired of spending large ticket 
prices at the big parks just to watch your kids ride? At 
Memphis Kiddie Park you pay as you go. Each ride is 
only one ticket and tickets never expire. Bring your kids to 
ride pint size roller coasters! They offer 11 amusement 
rides for children, a concession stand, arcade and 
miniature golf.  If you have not been here before you 
won’t want to miss this one!  Memphis Kiddie Park has 
been putting smiles on children’s faces since 1952.  
Please note children must be less than 50 inches for 
most rides. 
 
When: Wed., August 26th at 10:00am meet at entrance 
Where: Memphis Kiddie Park 10340 Memphis Avenue, 
Brooklyn OH. Ph: (216)941-5995 
Cost: Single Tickets $1.50; Strip of 10 Tickets $13.50, no 
entrance fee 
Contact:  Jennifer Catri 
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECPTA NEWS �  August 2009  Page 21 

SIGN-UP POLICY:  

Field trip sign-ups are FIRST 
COME-FIRST SERVE.  Sign-ups 
will be accepted in the following 
order: 

BOARD MEETINGS:  As a 
privilege for attending the Board 
Meetings, sign-ups will be made 
available to members at monthly 
board meetings starting at 
7:30pm. Sign ups will conclude at 
8:00pm at the start of the Board 
Meeting.  

GENERAL MEETNGS:  Sign-ups 
will begin at each General 
Meeting at 6:30pm. You will 
reserve your spot and make 
payment at the Field Trips table 
via cash or check.  For those 
events requiring payment, a 
reservation is not confirmed until�
payment is received.  

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES 

be taking sign ups for all sorts of 
crafty events!! 
 
I had such a great time as your 
field trips chair last year and I 
thank you for allowing me to serve 
as your field trips chairperson 
again this year!! Looking forward 
to seeing everyone at many of our 
field trip adventures!!!  
 

…………………….…….. 
Julie Seitz 
fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.
com 
 

Field Trips Committee:    
�  Jen Dupan 
�   Jen Catri 
�   Eileen Anderson-Fye 
�   Teri Kernicki 
�      Carrie Leon 
�    Kath Jordan - Creative 

Expressions  
 

New this year, Creative 
Expressions is joining Field Trips 
and you will find Kath’s smiling 
face at the Field Trips table at all�
General Meetings where she will 

����������� �
Welcome SECPTA Adventurers!  

Hello everyone!! It is my great 
pleasure and honor to again serve 
as your field trips chair for the 
2009-2010 year.  Field trips are 
one of the many great benefits of 
being a member of SECPTA and I 
am thrilled to be able to continue 
on with the tradition of planning 
many fun and exciting events for 
our members and their children.  
  
Speaking of planning fun and 
exciting events, it is my privilege 
to introduce you to our 2009-2010 
 
 

THEREAFTER, you may sign up 
by contacting (preferably by email) 
the designated Field Trips 
Coordinator for each particular 
field trip.  Once you have 
confirmed a reservation, please 
send payment to our treasurer, 
Rosie Kalika, payable to 
SECPTA.  Payment must be 
received prior to the event date.  
Please note that no one is 
officially signed up until his or 
her name is on the sign-up form 
and payment is received . The 
treasurer has no access to these 
forms, and does not sign 
members up for field trips via mail. 
� 

PAYMENT POLICY:  

Payments for field trips will be 
handled at the same time as sign 
ups. Sign up payment sheets will 

always be available at the Field 
Trip table. To expedite the sign up 
process, please take a form when 
you get in line. You will only need 
to write down the field trips that 
are not free. We recommend not 
writing your check until your trips 
are confirmed in case one is full. 

WAITING LIST POLICY:  

The Field trips Committee will 
make their best effort to 
accommodate all members who 
have an interest in attending Field 
trips in one or more of the 
following ways:  

WAITING LISTS CREATED  - 
Waiting lists will be created for all 
“full” field trips. Members will be�
contacted if spots become�
available.  
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INCREASING TICKET NUMBERS  
If there is an overwhelming 
demand for a particular field trip, 
the committee will make their best 
effort to accommodate members 
by increasing the tickets/spots 
available.  Please understand that 
some field trips have a limited 
amount of space/tickets available, 
and an increase may not be 
possible.  

ADDITIONAL DATES 
SCHEDULED - If there is an 
overwhelming demand for a 
particular field trip, the field trips 
committee will make their best 
effort to schedule additional dates 
if possible.  

CANCELLATION POLICY:  

In order to minimize SECPTA's�

���������	
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of courtesy to your fellow SECPTA 
members, if you are signed up for 
a field trip and know in advance 
that you are unable to attend, it is 
imperative that you contact the 
designated Field trip Planner via 
email or telephone, at least 24 
hours prior to the event so we can 
fill your spot with another member.  

Attendance will be taken at all 
Field Trips.  No refunds/credits will 
be given for “no-shows” who have 
not given proper notification of 
cancellation.   

ILLNESS POLICY:  

Children and/or parents should not 
attend any SECPTA events if they 
exhibit any of the following 
symptoms:  

Diarrhea more than once within 24 
hours of the event; Severe 
coughing; Difficult or rapid 
breathing; 

Yellowish skin or eyes; redness of 
the eye or eyelid including 
discharge, eye pain, matted 
eyelashes, burning or itching; 
Temperature of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher; Infected skin 
patches; Unusual spots or rashes; 
Unusually dark urine and/or gray 
or white stools; Stiff neck with an 
elevated temperature; Sore throat 
or difficulty swallowing; Vomiting 
within 24 hours of the event; 
Evidence of untreated lice; 
Scabies, or other parasitic 
infestations. 

 

SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIPS 

9/2 (WED) 
MOMMY & ME 
YOGA CLASS at 
the YOGA 
LOUNGE     
NEW!!!!!!!!!!!  

Come learn with Vera Holczer-Rao 
an accomplished pianist/teacher. 
She will be teaching the kids some 
fine points of music and basic 
piano keys. You will be amazed at 
what your children will learn in a 
short period of time. They have 
offered us 2 exclusive SECPTA 
times:  9:00am for the 3 to 4 year 
olds and 11:00am for the 4 to 5 
year olds. These are 
recommended age ranges so that 
Ms. Vera can customize the class 
to the children’s ages. Each class 
will last about 45 minutes. This trip 
is limited to 15 children per class. 

Date: Thursday, September 3rd   
Time: 9:00am for 3 to 4 year olds 
and 11:00am for 4 to 5 year olds 
Location: Aurora School of 
Music:  211 South Chillicothe 
Road; Aurora 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Teri Kerniki 
(lfizgud@gmail.com) 

9/9 (WED) CHAGRIN FALLS 
POPCORN SHOP 

Join us as we explore a bit of the 
Chagrin Falls area, including such 
favorites as the waterfalls and the 
little Popcorn Shop on the falls. 
Each explorer will be able to run in 
the park and get a little treat at the 
Popcorn Shop! This is the perfect 
time of year to be outside, so be 
prepared and dressed for the 
weather! Bring a picnic dinner if 
you’d like and enjoy your dinner�at 
the park before the trip. There is 
no limit for this trip!!! 

Date: Wednesday, September 9th  
Time: 6:00pm 
Location: 53 N Main St, Chagrin 
Falls, OH 44022;  (440) 247-
6577 
Cost: $1.00 per child 
Contact: Eileen Anderson-Fye 
(andersonfye@gmail.com) 

 

The term yoga is Sanskrit for 
“union,“ and the practice of yoga is 
thought of as the union of mind, 
body, and spirit. Bring your little 
one(s) and join us at the Yoga 
Lounge in beautiful downtown 
Hudson for a Mommy & Me yoga 
class tailored just for us!  Make 
sure you dress in comfortable 
clothing.  There is a minimum of 10 
children required to hold this class 
and a maximum of 20 children. 

Date: Wednesday, September 2nd  
Time: 10:30am 
Location: 89 First St, Ste 207, 
Hudson, OH 44236; (330) 653-
3377�
Cost: $9.00 per child 
Contact: Carrie Leon 
(cleon44143@yahoo.com) 

 

9/3 (THURS) AURORA SCHOOL 
OF MUSIC 
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9/11 (FRI) APPLES!! AT 
LAKE FARMPARK              
NEW!!!!!!!!!!  

Just as the seasons 
change, so do the 
activities at Lake 
Farmpark! In “Apples!” 
kids can make and taste 
apple cider, discover how 
apple products get from 
the farm to the table, 
investigate the importance 

Time: 9:30am for 3 to 4 year olds AND 11:00am for 
4 to 5 year olds  
Location: Solon Library – Large Meeting Room 
Cost: $6.00 per child  
Contact: Teri Kerniki (lfizgud@gmail.com) 

 
9/20 (SUN) WAGON TRAILS  

This was such a popular and fun trip this Spring that 
we are doing in again in the Fall!!! Join us for an 
African safari right here in Ohio!  Knowledgeable 
safari guides narrate your 30-minute tour through 60 
acres of woods, ponds, and animals.  Feed and touch 
camel, bison, zebra, water buffalo, wildebeest, ostrich, 
antelope, etc.  A petting zoo is available after our ride. 
 25 cents will get you a cone filled with zoo food for 
miniature donkeys, llamas, kangaroos, and peacocks. 
 A bit of a drive (approx. 50 minutes) but well worth it 
and appropriate for all ages!  There is an indoor picnic 
area if you would like to bring a packed lunch to enjoy 
after the activities. We must have a minimum of 25 
attending for the group rate with a maximum of 50 
people.  

Date: Sunday, September 20th  
Time: 10:00am-11:30am (plus picnic if you choose) 
Location: 907 Youngstown-Kingsville Rd (State Rt 
193), Vienna, OH  44473 (330-539-4494) 
(www.wagontrails.com) 
Cost: $6.00 per person (adults & children over 2) 
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@dupan.com) 

  
9/20 (SUN) NORTH CHAGRIN NATURE CENTER 
GUIDED HIKE 

The Nature Center overlooks Sanctuary Marsh, where 
native plants create a fine wetland community 
attracting a host of waterfowl, mammals, insects, 
reptiles, amphibians, songbirds and shorebirds. Take 
a trip across the 300-foot boardwalk for an especially 
beautiful experience. Nearby, Sunset Pond is renown 
throughout the area as a home for Canada geese, 
wood ducks, mallards and rare black duck. The trails 
surrounding North Chagrin Nature Center are paved 
for easy access to all visitors.  
Come join us at the Nature Center as we go on a 
guided hike around the park highlighting the changing 
seasons. If it rains, they will take us indoors for an 
activity or program. This trip is best for children 2-5yrs 
old.  Bring a picnic and spend the afternoon enjoying 
a beautiful fall day!!! This trip is open to the first 20 
children. 

Date: Sunday, September 20th  
Time: 3:00pm 
Location: 3037 SOM Center Road, North Chagrin 
Reservation, Mayfield Village; (440-473-3370) 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Eileen Anderson-Fye 
(andersonfye@gmail.com) 

 

of bee pollination in the role playing Pollination Game, 
explore a new growth apple orchard and study the 
history of Johnny Appleseed and Ohio’s apple crop!  
This trip is open to the first 50 children.  

Date: Friday, September 11th  
Time: 9:30am-Noon 
Location: 8800 Chardon Road, Kirtland, OH  44094 
(440-256-2122) 
Cost: $3.00 per person (adults & children over 2) 
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@Dupan.com) 

 
9/14 (MON) SHARRON’S SCHOOL OF DANCE  

Come join us and the staff of Sharron’s Dance Studio 
as we “ boogey “to the music!! This is a field trip for 
boys and girls alike. We will learn some jazz and hip-
hop. And put it together for a little dance routine. 
Please dress comfortably!  This trip is open to 15 
children. 

Date: Monday, September 14th  
Time: 1:00pm 
Location: Sharron’s School of Dance- 9840 Ravenna 
Rd, Twinsburg 44087; (330) 425-7659 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 

 
9/15 (TUES) PLEASE PASS THE MANNERS – AN 
ETIQUETTE CLASS                   NEW!!!!!!!!!!!!  

We are thrilled to present you with our first etiquette 
class ever! Our young ladies and gentlemen will learn 
the proper way to meet people, use eye contact, shake 
hands, introduce themselves and use polite words and 
phrases.  They will also learn proper table manners, 
beginning with setting the table the correct way and the 
proper use of silverware (fresh fruit will be served).  
Also taught are the Do's and Don'ts of Dining and 
finally wrapping up with why Thank You notes are 
important.  
Grown-ups will learn how to use effective, positive 
reinforcement so these new skills are practiced every 
day. Dress: Girls skirts or dresses. Boys-dress shirts 
and slacks, No jeans please. This trip is open to the 
first 10 children per session.  If this is an extremely 
popular trip, we will schedule it again at a later date.  

Date: Tuesday, September 15th  



9/21 (MON) GEAUGA 
COUNTY RESCUE 
VILLAGE  

Calling all animal lovers!! 
Join us for a tour of this state 
of the art animal shelter. 
Rescue Village is a 
wonderful organization that 

9/24 (THURS) TUMBLEBUS 
at LIBERTY PARK  

The Tumblebus is a full sized 
school bus that's been 
converted into a safe and fun 
gymnasium with padded walls 
and floor, mini parallel bars, 
rings, trapeze bar, and more!  
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9/22 (TUES) TWINSBURG 
KARATE INSTITUTE                   
NEW!!!!!!!!!  

The kids will get to burn off some 
energy while learning control and 
patience at this 1-hour sample 
karate class taught by the owner 
himself, Reggie.  Won’t it be fun 
to see if SECPTA has any “black 
belts”! All ages are welcome and 
a snack and drink will be provided 
after the karate. Please make 

sure your children wear comfortable clothing. This trip 
is open to 20 children. 

Date: Tuesday, September 22nd  
Time: 10:00am 
Location: 9224 Darrow Rd, Twinsburg, OH 44087; 
(330-963-3069) 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com)   

 

is committed to sheltering and finding homes for sick, 
injured, abused and abandoned animals. We will get to 
visit with lots of adorable animals and maybe even 
make a treat for the pups!! This field trip is free but we 
are requesting that each child bring a donation (see list 
below). Limited to the first 25 people (adults included).   

Date: Monday, September 21st 
Time: 11:00am 
Location: Rescue Village, 15463 Chillicothe Road, 
Russell Township 
Cost: FREE  (donations include: Soft squeaky toys, 
Purina Cat Chow, Purina Kitten Chow, Purina canned 
dog or canned puppy food, Pedigree canned dog and 
canned puppy food, Cat safe toys: foam balls, jingle 
balls, fuzzy mice (no catnip toys please) 
Contact: Carrie Leon (cleon44143@yahoo.com)  

 

 

 

Children, ages 3-5 will enjoy 30 minutes on the bus, 
having a blast!  We will meet at Liberty Park in Twinsburg 
where the Tumblebus will be parked. Kids can play on 
the playground equipment before or after (or both) their 
visit on the bus. There is a maximum of 15 children per 
session; if we fill the 10:00am slot, we will add a 2nd at 
10:30.  

Date: Thursday, September 24th  
Time: 10:00am and 10:30am if first session fills (1/2 
hour sessions) 
Location: Liberty Park, Liberty Road, Twinsburg 
Cost: $9.00 per child 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com) 

 

9/25 (FRI) FAMILY FUN AT PATTERSON’S FARM  

Bring the family, pack a lunch and have fun in an outdoor 
fun area designed to allow your kids to play in haystacks, 
wander through the corn maze and enjoy the awesome 
sunflowers. A wagon ride to and from the parking area is 
included so dress in your fall finery.  This is a SECPTA 
tradition and a field trip not to be missed. This trip is open 
to the first 25 children. 

Date: Friday, September 25th  
Time: 10:00am-12:30pm  **We are also participating in 
the Orchard Visit from 10:30-11:00am** 
Location: Patterson Fruit Farm – 8765 Mulberry Road, 
Chesterland – (440) 729-9809 
Cost: $3.00 per person (adults & children over 2) 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 



 
9/30 (WED) PAINTIN’ BANKS AT PLAYMATTERS  

Come join us at Playmatters in Solon as our children 
are sure to have fun decorating their own piggy banks 
(or whatever type of bank they choose)!! This will be a 
lot of fun and no mess in your own home to clean up 
(bonus!). And Mary is sure to finish with a fun story. This 
field trip is open to the first 12 children.  

Date: Wednesday, September 30th  
Time: 11:00am 
Location: Playmatters- Kruse Commons, Solon 
Cost: $4.00 per child 
Contact: Carrie Leon (cleon44143@yahoo.com) 

 

�������������������
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10/24 HALLOWEEN HAYRIDE AT LAKE 
FARMPARK  
  
Come join us this year on SATURDAY!! No more 
racing to get home from work and scarfing down your 
dinner in the van to make it to the hayride on a Friday 
night. Enjoy your day and then meet us at Lake 
Farmpark for their fantastic hayride.  
  
Lake Farmpark is transformed into a hauntingly 
wonderful experience. Bring your little goblins on a 
memorable tractor-drawn hayride at dusk and travel 
the mile long trail with over 21 Halloween sights. This 
ride is fun for the whole family. This will be a 
spooktacular time. (In the event of rain Lake FarmPark 
policies will apply.) We will be taking sign ups for this 
event at the August General Meeting so we are sure to 
get as many tickets as we need.   
  

Date: Saturday, October 24th  
Time: Wagon rides at 6:30 or 7:00pm since we are 
such a large group. Your tickets will have the time 
listed. 
Location: Lake Farmpark, 8800 Chardon road, 
Kirtland  (440) 256-2139 
Cost: $5.00 per ticket – adults & children over 2 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 
 

NOTE: Tickets will be available for pickup at the 
September General Meeting 
 

SECPTA NEWS �  August 2009  Page 25 

9/28 (MON) POST HILL FARM PONY RIDES  

Wear your jeans and cowboy hats for a visit to Post Hill 
Farm!  Children will be divided into three groups, each 
will learn the basics of caring for a horse, brushing, 
grooming and saddling.  While another group works on 
a horse word scramble or colors a picture of a pony. All 
will take a pony ride. This trip is best suited to 3 to 5 
year olds. Please wear closed shoes. This trip is open 
to 25 children. 

Date: Monday, September 28th  
Time: 10:00am 
Location: 9718 Liberty Road, Twinsburg, Ohio 44087;  
(330-425-4365) 
Cost: $6.00 per child 
Contact: Teri Kerniki (lfizgud@gmail.com) 
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Time to be creative, little ones!!  
  
Leave all the mess for me to worry about, all I want is 
for the kids to enjoy themselves with each project I 
have lined up for this year, which I’m so excited about! 
I have some wonderful new projects as well as bringing 
back some popular ones, so that your little ones can be 
the next Picasso!!!! I will aim to do art projects each 
month that are age appropriate. 
  
Creative expression is now under Field Trips, where I 
will be working with this great team to combine some 
art projects with Field Trips and with the Service 
section of SECPTA. I hope you and your kids will all 
enjoy what I have lined up for you this new SECPTA 
year!! 
  

…………………….……….. 
Kath Jordan 
creativeexpressions@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

�9/18 (FRI) T-SHIRT PRINTING�
Here is a chance for the kids to personalize their very 
own t-shirt. We will use different methods such as 
printing stamps with fabric paints, potato printing with 
fabric paints and also fabric pens where they can freely 
draw on their t-shirt. (OLD CLOTHES TO BE WORN, 
JUST IN CASE THERE ARE ANY ACCIDENTS WITH 
THE PAINTS). This trip is open to 40 children. 
  
Also, after they have finished printing there will be the 
opportunity to create their very own moneybox for 
Service (please see more information in the Service 
section of newsletter). 
  
Date: Friday September 18th 
Time: 10.00am to 12.00(30 minutes for 10 children limit 
is 40 children in total) 
Location: Solon Community Park Pavilion 
Cost: $4.00 per child 



Adult Outings Shetal Patel adultoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Alumni Nicole Lieber alumni@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Audit Peggy Zand audit@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Babysitting Co-op Emily Johnson babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Book Club Stacie Baker bookclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Children's Parties Heidi Mattlin parties@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Coffee Club Amanda Bellan coffeeclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Cooking Club Patty Owens cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Dads' Outings Doug Jones dadsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Field Trips Julie Seitz fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Fitness Christine Hales fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Helping Hands Charmaine Jones helpinghands@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Historian Stacy Esper historian@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Hospitality Katie Kaufman hospitality@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Hospitality Sue Boggs hospitality@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Membership Danielle Rodgers membership@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Moms' Outings Amy Berman momsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Newsletter Ellen McElroy newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

New Member Liaison Tina Laslo newmemberliaison@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Picnic Pals Jennifer Catri picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Community Connections Jennifer Arth communityconnections@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Playgroups Sarah Coyne playgroups@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Programs Christa Bomeli programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Publicity Carol Olszewski publicity@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Service Angel Keefe service@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Soccer Andrea Burland soccer@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

T-ball Laura Redmond tball@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Ways N Means  Cindy Klotzman event@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Website Mark Olszewski website@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Welcoming Jessica Bryan welcoming@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

Welcoming Rose Giallanza welcoming@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Solon Early Childhood PTA  
34545 Blue Heron 
Solon, OH    44139 
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We’re on the Web!  

www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

SECPTA News Article Submissions due 
on the 20 th of the month.  Next articles 
and ads are due: 

AUGUST 20TH 

Please note submission requirements 
have changed this year!   

Please send your article in a Word file using 
the Arial 10pt font.  Please format how you 
would like it to be seen in terms of bolding, 
colors, etc. Feel free to attach photos, clip 
art, etc. that you would like to go with it.  

SECPTA News is a publication of the Solon 
Early Childhood PTA.  
 

…………………….……….. 
Ellen McElroy 
newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

 


