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Dear SECPTA Member, 
 
You know the saying ‘time flies when you are having fun’. Are you 
having fun? I am! We have been to see The Hungry Caterpillar, 
made jewelry at Bead Q, checked out the ice cream at Mitchell’s, 
went swimming at the Solon Rec and we still have so much more 
to do. It is hard to believe that the best is yet to come.  
I hope you were able to pick up some valuable information on the 
area preschools at the Preschool Parade last month. We are 
fortunate to have so many preschools in the area. We have some 
wonderful places for our children to learn and grow. Thank you to 
Christa Bomeli and Michelle Holmes for all their work coordinating 
the evening.  

 
The 10 Year Reunion Celebration and Fund Raiser is just a month away. I hope you have your tickets; if not there 
is still time to get them. The raffle items and baskets are coming in and will be revealed soon. Will you be a 
winner? There is only one to find out. You must have a ticket! We are fortunate for the generosity of our 
community and beyond.  Congratulations to Sue Boggs who has been working tirelessly on the solicitation piece 
of this event. As you know it takes many hands to put on an event like this – do you have a free hand?  Contact 
Chrissy Mercer and Cindy Klotzman at waysandmeans@solonearlychildhoodpta.com and they will let you know 
how you can help.  We all have busy schedules and I do hope to see you at the event. If you are not able to 
attend there are other ways you can support SECPTA financially at the fundraiser. One way to help is to give a 
cash donation, which is tax deductible (you will receive a letter for your records). Another way is to provide a 
service or product donation to the fundraiser. Thank you in advance for your help to make this fundraiser a 
success.  The success of the fundraiser will mean a successful next year for SECPTA. 
 
After all that hard work fundraising we should have a celebration.  I have just the celebration in mind – a 10 year 
celebration.  Come join us on April 25th at The Pond and on June 27th at Wild Water Kingdom. See the Celebration 
section for more information. 
 
I enjoyed meeting and getting to know some of our new members at the New Member Gathering.  It is wonderful 
to hear how SECPTA has made a difference for you and your family.  I hope you continue to enjoy its benefits. 
 
…………………….…………… 
Jody Halley 
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 
 

Mr. Joe Regano, Solon Schools Superintendent will b e speaking briefly at 
our February General Meeting at 7pm regarding the u pcoming school levy.   
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General Meeting Info 
 
Mark your calendars for the 4th 
Tuesday of each month: 
 
 
February 23 
March 23 
April 27 
May 25 
 
SECPTA meetings are held at Solon 
Community Center, 35000 Portz 
Parkway 
 
 
For more information on 
Programs, contact:  
 
 
Michelle Holmes 
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t Just Survive Motherhood – Live It! 

Sharon Nittinger, Presenter and Founder of 
Nittinger Seminars 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 
 
 

Field Trip Sign-ups begin at 6:30 p.m. 
General Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker begins around 7:30 p.m. 
Meeting adjourned 8:30/9pm 

“Community Building” at the Rusty Bucket Tavern, Solon 

 

 
Sharon Nittinger is the founder of Nittenger Seminars, Resources for Better Life Management.  With a 
desire to help others become better versions of themselves, Sharon started Nittinger Seminars. 
 
A Life Coach, Sharon is a graduate of Hope College in Holland, Michigan, where she earned her B.A. in 
psychology.  She completed her master’s degree in psychology at Loyola College in Maryland and 
obtained her master’s in management at the University of Maryland.  In addition, she received a 
certificate in training from the Human Resource Development Institute in New Jersey and a certificate in 
human resources consulting from Northeastern University in Boston.  Sharon is also a SECPTA Alumnus 
who served as an Executive Board Member and Board Member. 

SECPTA Members, we are lucky to take part in one of Sharon Nittinger’s most popular seminars:  Don’t 
Just Survive Motherhood – Live It!  Motherhood is a great experience.  It can also leave you feeling less 
than yourself.  What happens when you stop considering your dreams because you are tending to 
everyone else’s life?  This seminar focuses on restoring self-worth, eliminating destructive attitudes, 
reclaiming calm and other life skills.  Skills that will help you not just survive motherhood, but love it!   
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Babysitting services will be offered by the staff of My Gym Solon during the 
General Membership Meetings for all children who are one year, walking and 
older.  Your children can be dropped off adjacent to the SECPTA meeting room 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and stay until the conclusion of the meeting.  Advance 
reservations are needed for this babysitting service. Members are required to 
contact My Gym Solon at 440.914.9497 to secure your reservation. The 2010 
rate for babysitting is $5.00 per child per evening.  Please note that payment is 
non-refundable and is to be made in cash or check directly to My Gym at the 
time of the reservation. A small snack will be served to your child and the staff 
brings games and entertainment! Call early to reserve a spot for your child! 
 

 

Designed with the busy mom in mind the presentation, based on Sharon’s 
book, Rediscovering the Person You Lost:  A Workbook for You, explores 
topics that will help you reconnect to yourself and become whole, peaceful 
and happy again.  Because your life is important, too. 

Learn balance, self-worth, how to deal with guilt and other life skills.  Skills 
that will help you not just survive motherhood, but love it! 

 
 

 
Chocolate Lovers Unite! 
 
February is time to celebrate winter with flowing chocolate!    
  
If you can bring one of the following items or have a favorite of your own, 
please contact Sue Or Kaite at hospitality@solonearlychildhoodpta.com: 
  
Strawberries                          Marshmellows: regular, strawberry, caramel 
Pretzels                                 Grapes 
Mini rice krispie treats           Graham Crackers 
 


�����������
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The Co-op is a group of SECPTA families that trade 
babysitting services for each other without the exchange of 
money.  We have a meeting the third Tuesday of each month.  
If you are interested in learning more about this group, please 
join us at one of our next meetings: 
 
February 16, 2010 at 8:00 PM at Jennifer Catri's home 
March 16, 2010 at 8:00 PM at Nadine Otterman's home 
April 20, 2010 at 8:00 PM at Christine Liebson's home 
 
Please RSVP to 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com if you plan 
to attend.   
 
…………………….……….. 
Emily Johnson 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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SECPTA Joins Gift Card Fundraising 
Program 
 
SECPTA has enrolled with Great Lakes Scrip 
Center (GLSC) as part of a program that allows 
non-profit organizations to raise funds through 
the regular shopping habits of its members. 
Money made from our enrollment with GLSC 
will help fund the ongoing needs of SECPTA. 
 
This program allows SECPTA members to 
purchase “scrip” (think gift cards) for everyday 
needs like food, gasoline, clothing, home 
improvement and entertainment.  Through GLSC 
and discounts offered by more than 600 retailers, 
SECPTA earns a percentage for each dollar of 
scrip purchased.   
 
What Is Scrip? 
 
Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute 
money” -- in other words, using scrip is akin to 
purchasing with a gift certificate or gift card.  
Many popular retailers participate in the GLSC 
scrip program including Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, Sam’s 
Club, Borders, Macy’s, P.F. Chang’s, Pizza Hut, 
Best Buy, Toys-R-Us, Home Depot, Shell, BP 
and Giant Eagle.     
 
How Does SECPTA Raise Funds Through 
GLSC? 
 
GLSC participating retailers agree to sell gift 
cards to SECPTA at a discount.  Members and 
families of SECPTA buy the scrip (gift cards) for 
full face value and redeem them at face value, 
allowing SECPTA to keep the percentage 
difference.   
 
The ease and benefit of scrip is that you put your 
regular household shopping dollars to work. You 
earn money for SECPTA without spending a 
single additional penny or making an out-of-
pocket donation.  Scrip can be used for just about 
any household purchase including food, clothing, 
entertainment, gasoline, home improvement and 
even dining out. 

 
How Do I Use Scrip? 
 
You use scrip just like you would a gift card.  
Present your scrip at the cash register and it is 
redeemed by the retailer at full value.  Through 
GLSC, you can buy scrip gift cards for more than 
600 stores.   
How Do I Obtain Scrip? 
 
Ordering scrip is easy.  You can purchase scrip 
online, directly through GLSC, or you can obtain 
scrip through SECPTA.   
When you order scrip online, you enter 
SECPTA’s organization ID number so we get 
credit for the transaction.  Generally, orders 
submitted before 1:00 PM (Eastern) are shipped 
the following business day.  All orders are 
shipped via FedEx and your orders are insured 
by GLSC while in transit and a signature is 
required upon delivery. Our organization ID 
number is 4405420005.   
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If you don’t want to order online, SECPTA  
will be making weekly scrip purchases.  If you 
tell us the retailer and the amount, and provide 
the money for the purchase, we’ll handle the 
ordering for you. 
For scrip orders, payment must be received before 
the gift cards are released for shipment. Most 
GLSC customers choose an electronic fund 
transfer to speed payment and delivery of orders.  
For your regular or repeat shopping needs, you 
can reload your scrip online and avoid the 
hassle of purchasing and accumulating new gift 
cards. 
 
**We will also be doing large scrip purchases at 
several meetings. 
 
Who Is Great Lakes Scrip Center? 
 
You may be wondering who GLSC is and 
whether the fundraising program is reliable.  
Here’s what we’ve learned:   

·  GLSC was founded in 1994 by two families.  
Since 2003, GLSC has operated as a 
Michigan limited liability company with its 
corporate offices located in Western 
Michigan.  

·  Since 1994, GLSC has helped retailers ring 
up more nearly $4 billion dollars in sales 
while raising more than $220 million for 
non-profit organizations. 

·  GLSC serves more than 14,000 non-profit 
organizations across the US.  

More information on GLSC and a complete list of 
participating retailers can be obtained online at 
www.glscrip.com. 

Chrissy Mercer looks forward to speaking with 
you to answer any questions you have about this 
fundraising program.  Catch me at a meeting or 
give me a call at 440-542-0005. 
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Monday, February 15 t h  Move Night: 
Dear John  
Solon Cinemas 
Time: TBD 
Cost: *$8.75 (It’s a legal holiday so the cinema will not 
honor the $5.00 bargain price. )  
 
Directed by Lasse Hallström and based on the novel by 
best-selling author Nicholas Sparks, DEAR JOHN tells 
the story of John Tyree (Channing Tatum), a young 
soldier home on leave, and Savannah Curtis (Amanda 
Seyfried), the idealistic college student he falls in love 
with during her spring vacation. Over the next seven 
tumultuous years, the couple is separated by John’s 
increasingly dangerous deployments. While meeting 
only sporadically, they stay in touch by sending a 
continuous stream of love letters overseas--
correspondence that eventually triggers fateful 
consequences . 
 
Coming Soon! 
 
March 22 nd  The Back-up Plan 
April 12 th  Date Night 
May 24th Letters to Juliet 
June 7 th Sex in the City 2 
July 26 th Dinner for Schmuck 
August 16 th Eat, Pray, Love 
                                                                
Thursday, March 11th 2010 Girls Night out at the 
Cleveland Playhouse:  Attend a pre-party and a 
production of EMMA.  
 
The Pre-party will include shopping from local vendors, 
English contra dancing, wine provided by Debonne` 
Winery, hors d’oeuvres from Stages Restaurant and a 
gift bag.  Pre-Party: 6:00-7:30 p.m.  
                                                                                                                                              

                          
Emma 
Beautiful, witty and much too mischievous, Emma 
Woodhouse is one of Jane Austen’s most unforgettable 
heroines.   Don’t want to miss out on this adaptation of 
one of the great romantic novels.   

Show begins: 8:00 p.m. 
Cost: $45.00  
 
The Ladies Night Out includes the ticket to the play 
and access to the pre-performance reception (food 
included), goody bag and shopping with various 
vendors. Closer to the event a confirmed list of 
vendors will be provided- it's usually Mary Kay - 
several clothing and jewelry vendors, sometimes 
financial planners, pampered chef, perfume 
vendors, a variety.  The Cleveland Playhouse 
discounts the performance ticket by 40% taking it to 
a Group price of $29 -then they add back in the 
value of $16 for the reception bringing total cost to 
$45.00 per attendee 
 
*Alternate option: If you’re interested in joining us 
for the show and not for the pre-performance 
reception than the cost would be  $29. You’ll still be 
permitted to come early and shop around if you so 
choose.  However, the food, drink ticket and goody 
bag would not be included.  
.                                                          
www.clevelandplayhouse.com 
www.stagesrestaurant.com  
 
R.S.V.P by 2/23 and payment is due by then as 
well.         
 
 
 
Thursday, April 8th 80’s Night 
Blue Canyon  
www.bluecanyonrestaurant.com   

8960 Wilcox Drive                               
Twinsburg, OH 44087 
330-486-2583 
Time-7:30 
Ladies' Night Special-  
 Karaoke and trivia contests with prizes!  
*$4 glasses of wine, $2 domestic beers, $3 
import beers, $4 select cocktails  
*$5 and $8 small bite 
 R.S.V.P by 3/31  
 
                    
…………………….…………. 
Amy Berman 
momsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Books over Breakfast  
 
 
Come join us for some early morning pancakes and 
discussion over a book by one of our favorite authors. 
 
Date: Saturday, February 27 
Time: 9 am 
Place: Yours Truly restaurant in Chagrin Falls (30 North 
Main Street) 
Cost: Whatever it is you eat! 
 
Book: Plain Truth by Jodi Picoult 
 
Questions? Contact  

…………………….…………. 
Stacie Baker  
bookclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 
 

 
 
�
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Hello ALUMNI of SECPTA!!  We have so much planned for our 10th year that you don’t want to miss out!!  Please 
see below for information on the upcoming CELEBRATION events and other events that have been scheduled!  
We look forward to seeing you soon!!  If you have any questions, ideas for future events or just want to stay in 
touch please e-mail me at alumni@solonearlychildhoodpta.com.  Thank you so much!  Nicole Lieber 
 
A morning coffee get-together will be at Solon Dunkin Donuts on Thursday, February 11 th, 2010.  Come for coffee 
(or whatever drink you choose to have) and conversation at 9:30 AM!  Any SECPTA member or non-member may 
attend and you pay for what you drink.  I would love to see you there and catch up! 
 
Another morning coffee get-together on the first Thursday in March!  Thursday, March 4 th, 2010, at 9:30 AM, meet 
me at the Starbucks in Chagrin Falls (next to The Popcorn Shop).  We can catch up and check out the beautiful 
falls while enjoying a wonderful drink from Starbuck’s.  Any SECPTA member or non-member may attend. 
 
SECPTA is celebrating our 10th year!  We have hundreds of alumni and we want you to share in the celebration. 
Join us on Sunday, April 25 th from 12:30-3:30pm at The Pond with your family.  There will be a small non-
refundable fee of $5.00 per guest ages 3 and over. This includes ice skating, entertainment for all ages, a DJ, cake, 
and more.  Tickets will be emailed with receipt of payment and will be collected at the door the day of the event.  
For a registration form, go to the SECPTA website (www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com) or contact me. 
 
Another SECPTA member and Alumni family event will be on Sunday, June 27 th at Wildwater Kingdom. SECPTA 
has been given a group rate for this date only. Tickets for persons ages 3 – 61 and 48” and taller cost $18.29. 
Tickets for persons ages 3 – 61 and under 48” or are age 62 and older are $12.00. Tickets will be mailed prior to 
the event with receipt of payment.  Refunds will only be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010. If you plan on 
being a season ticket holder, we still would like to know if you are attending. For a registration form, go to the 
SECPTA website (www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com) or contact me. 
  
The registration forms are also available at all board and general meetings.  Forms and payments can be mailed or 
submitted at the Celebration committee table during the general meetings.   
 
Our final meeting of the year will be on May 25th at 7pm at the Solon Community Center and we will highlight 
SECPTA over the last 10 years.  All alumni will be our special guest for the event.  Hope to see you there! 
 
…………………….…………. 
Nicole Lieber 
alumni@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 


������ 
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Our celebration dates have been set!  Is your calendar marked!?!?!?  Now you just need to Sign up!  
Tell your friends!  Sign up!  Shout it out on Facebook!  Sign Up! Pass it on!  Sign Up!  Registration 
for both events is underway.  A registration form must be completed and returned with payment.  
The forms will be available at all board and general meetings as well as posted on the SECPTA 
website (http://solonearlychildhoodpta.com/forms) and included in the newsletter.  During the 
general meetings, please bring forms and payment to the celebration committee table. 
 
Again, the dates you need to know:  
  
Sunday April 25, 2010 from 12:30-3:30 at The Pond in Auburn (9999 E. Washington Street).  There 
will be a small non-refundable fee of $5.00 per guest ages 3 and over.    This fee covers our 
exclusive use of the ice skating facility plus skate rental for all ages.  And that is not all!  The event 
includes much more fun with a bounce house, a DJ, and awesome balloon and face painting 
creations from Flower Clown.  His magic show starts at 2:30 pm.  Tickets will be emailed with 
receipt of payment and will be collected at the door the day of the event.  You will need to print out 
the ticket and bring it to the event.   

 

 
Sunday June 27, 2010 during normal park hours at 
Wildwater Kingdom.  SECPTA has been given a group 
rate for this date only.  Tickets for persons ages 3 – 61 
and 48” and taller cost $18.29.  Tickets for persons ages 
3 – 61 and under 48” or are age 62 and older are $12.00.  
Tickets will be mailed prior to the event with receipt of 
payment.  Refunds will only be given with a returned 
ticket by July 9, 2010.  If you plan on being a season 
ticket holder, we still would like to know if you are 
attending.   
Look forward to seeing you soon at one of these great 
events! 
 
…………………….…………. 
celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What  :  SECPTA Celebration Event 
Who   :  All SECPTA families (current and alum) 
Where:  The Pond, 9999 E. Washington Street, Auburn 
When :  Sunday April 25th from 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Why   :  SECPTA is 10 years old! 
Cost   :  $5.00 for ages 3 and up including adults.  This small fee covers the expense of renting the facility 
and the entertainment to be provided at the event as well as ice skating and skate rental.  No refunds will be 
given for this event.  Tickets will be emailed and must be brought to the event to enter.   
 
To register, please return the form and a check for the appropriate amount payable to SECPTA by April 11, 
2010 to: 
 
 Rosie Kalika 
            37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road 
 Solon, OH   44139 
 
Registration forms and payment will be accepted at all board and regular meetings.  If you have any 
questions, please contact celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 
 
 

****Registration for the Pond***** 
 
Family Name:    ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:             ___________________________________________________ 

                           ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:    ____________________________________________________ 
 
Adults attending                               ____________  x $5.00 = ____________________ 

Children age 2 and under attending ____________  x $0.00 = ____________________ 

Children age 3 and over attending   ____________  x $5.00 = ____________________ 

   Total            ____________                  _______________ 
 
********************************************************************************* 
Date Received____________     Check Number __________    Amount paid___________     
Initials______ 
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What  :  SECPTA Celebration Event 
Who   :  All SECPTA families (current and alum) 
Where:  Wild Water Kingdom - 1100 Squires Road  Aurora, OH 44202 
When :  Sunday June 27th during normal park hours 
Why   :  SECPTA is 10! 
Cost   :  Group Rate of $18.29 for persons ages 3 - 61 and 48” and taller  
              Group Rate of $12.99 for persons ages 3 - 61, under 48” or age 62 and older.   
Tickets will be mailed prior to the event.  Refunds will only be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010.  
If you are a season ticket holder, we still need to know if you are attending. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
To register, please return the form and a check for the appropriate amount payable to SECPTA by May 31, 
2010 to: 
 
 Rosie Kalika 
 37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road 
 Solon, OH   44139 
 
Registration forms and payment will be accepted at all board and regular meetings.  If you have any 
questions, please contact celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 
 
 

****Registration for Wild Water Kingdom***** 
 
Family Name:    ______________________________________________________ 
Address:            _______________________________________________________ 
                          _______________________________________________________ 
Email Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
Phone:                _______________________________________________________ 
 
Persons over 48” attending (ages 3-61)    _________   x $18.29 =  ___________________ 

Persons under 48” attending (ages 3-61)  _________   x $12.99 =  ___________________ 

Persons ages 62+                                       _________   x $12.99 =  ___________________ 

Persons with season tickets attending        _________   x $0.00 =  ____________________     

          Total           _________                     ____________________ 

*************************************************************************** 
 
Date Received____________     Check Number __________    Amount paid___________     
Initials______
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10 Year Reunion Celebration & Fund Raiser 
Sponsored by Doogan’s of Aurora 

 
 

Saturday, March 20 
7 pm – 11 pm 

At the Solon VFW  
with a large dance floor and large bar! 

Cost: $35/person 
Contact Cindy at cindy.klotzman@gmail.com, Chrissy at kiki_osu@hotmail.com or Laura at 

bnredmond@hotmail.com for tickets  
or buy them at the Board Meeting or General Meeting 

 
Celebrate SECPTA’s 10 years of serving our community with a night filled with great friends, 

great music, great food from Doogan’s, great drinks and AWESOME RAFFLE ITEMS! 
 
 

Here is a peak at some of the items we have: 
 

4 one-day Park Hopper Passes to Walt Disney World 
Panera Bread for a Year – one loaf a week! 

$100 to McComrick & Schmidt’s 
2 Level A Tickets to Opera Lucia Di Lammermoor 

2 - 1 yr. membership to Sittercity.com 
 

and there are more items arriving! 
 

Be sure to get your tickets soon! 
 
 

Babysitting is available at My Gym from 6:30 – 10 pm, contact them directly.  This is a Parent 
Survival Night so it will be open to the public.  RESERVE YOUR SPACE EARLY! 

 
 

 
A HUGE THANK YOU to these VIP Business donors: 

 
Alpine Valley     American Hot Rod Racer 
Carrie       Cleveland Opera 
Faber-castell     Fish Furniture 
Homewood Suites by Hilton   Lake Metro Parks Nature  & Recreation 
Lowe’s Greenhouse    McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood restaurant  
Panera Bread     Powerhouse Gym fitness center 
Sittercity.com     Walt Disney World 
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A BIG Thank you to the following business’ that have already donated to our event: 

 
Amazone Family Entertainment Center  Alesci’s of Sou th Euclid     
Aurora School of Music    Audrey Winkler Jewelry    
Buffalo Wild Wings     Bed, Bath and Beyond     
Chagrin Valley Roller Rink, Inc.   Chagrin Valley L ittle Theater   
Domino’s Pizza – Solon    East Coast Custard     
Flower Clown      Fun-n-Stuff      
Great Lakes Science Center    Humphrey’s Popcorn Company  
IMPROVE Comedy Club and restaurant  Insight Learnin g and Wellness Center 
John Roberts Salon and Spa    Lake County Captains   
Lia Sophia Jewelry – Carol O.    Lolly The Trolley     
Malley’s Chocolates     Mary Kay Cosmetics  
Mitchell’s ice Cream     National Inventor’s Hall of Fame    
Pioneer Waterland and Dry fun Park   Roseland Lanes      
Rusty Bucket      Solon Freeway Lanes 
Solon Orthodontists     Tastefully Simple  

10 Year Reunion Celebration & Fund Raiser  (continued) 
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February  
 

Wednesday February 17th 1:30-3:00 
Twinsburg Fitness Center 

 
Come and let your kids burn off some energy they 
have from being stuck inside this winter and join 
us at the Twinsburg Fitness Center.  We will have 
½ of the basketball court to ourselves for the kids 
to run and play with a variety of fun toys and 
bikes.   Coffee/water and a light snack for the kids 
will be served. 
 
April  
 

Friday April 2nd 10:30-12:00 
Twinsburg Library 

 

 
Coffee Club teams up with Field Trips for a 
favorite SECPTA event-the annual egg hunt!  
See the field trip section for more details.   
 

Monday April 26th 10:00-11:15 
Location TBD 
 

Celebrate Earth Day with Tess from 
Abrakidabble.  Tess the Trash Lady teaches 
recycling in a fun and educational way. With 
surprising puppetry, comedy magic, storytelling 
and music the program will tell children, in a 
language they can understand, simple concepts of 
the importance of recycling and how they can 
make a difference for our planet. 
 
Sign ups occur at the monthly meetings and 
space is limited. 
 
…………………….…………. 
Amanda Bellan 
coffeeclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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…………………….……….. 
Angel Keefe 
service@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

Spring is almost here and we are gearing up for a few more Service projects before 
summer!  Keep watching for updates in the newsletters and memos. 
 
March Service Project: 
Service will be working with Project Night Night to host a “Sort and Assemble” party!  
The project will be on Thursday, March 4th from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. at Jessica 
Bryan’s home.  We will get an overview of what Project Night Night is all about, have 
some snacks, sort and box newly received items and assemble Night Night packages 
for delivery to local shelters.  This should be a fun and fulfilling evening, so please 
sign up soon at the General or Board meetings.  Space is limited to 10 people.  Those 
attending are asked to please bring any new (tag still on) or newly handmade blankets 
and new or like-new stuffed animals and books to this event to donate. 
 
Spring cleaning is great way to make a huge difference for some of our Service 
projects!  We are still looking for some of the following items: 
Stuffed animals, books and blankets (new or gently used) 
We are continuing our support of Project Night Night!  Even if you are unable to sign 
up for the Service project in March, this great organization still needs our donation 
assistance!  Service will collect any donations for this great cause at any meeting.  So, 
clean out those kids’ rooms and closets and see what you have to donate!!  Every item 
makes a huge difference to the less fortunate children that receive these packages! 
 
Pennies!! 
Actually, we are looking for pennies and any other cash!  Our goal for the “Pennies 
for Preston’s Hope” project is $500.  If our organization can donate $500 by the May 
2010 fieldtrip, we will be able to have a plaque with SECPTA’s name on it included 
forever in the playground.  At this point, we have about $40.  Service is opening up 
the donations to any amount: so keep saving your pennies, dimes, quarters and dollar 
bills and bring them to a Board or General meeting.  If every member can donate 
about $3, we might make it �  
 
A pending Service opportunity:  Cleveland Food bank assistance: 
Service is working on setting up a food drive to help the Cleveland Food bank this 
spring as well as a volunteer night in the fall.  More information will follow as the 
details are finalized. 
 
Be sure to check the Service section of the newsletter each month for more details 
about upcoming events and item donation opportunities.  Service is available to 
collect any of the above-mentioned collection items at all Board and General 
meetings.  Please contact Service with any additional ideas for projects for 2010.  
Thanks again to all who have made our Service projects such an awesome success this 
year! 
 
 

������� 
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Preschool Parade 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Preschool Parade.  We 
hope you got your questions answered and received a lot of 
valuable information from our local preschools.  In case you were 
unable to attend, have one more question, or just ran out of time 
to talk to everyone you wanted to, below is a list of the preschools 

who attended and how to contact them. 
 
Preschool Name Phone # Contact Person 
Aurora Co-Operative Preschool (440) 543-1443 Mary Ann Aardema 
Chagrin Townsend Learning Center (440) 247-8300 Tony Whitehouse 
Ganon Gil Preschool of The Temple Tifereth Israel  (216) 464-0536 Lori Kowit  

Gilmour Academy (440) 473-8165 
Megan 
Schlickmann 

Hathaway Brown Early Childhood Program (216) 320-8090 

Jane Brown - 
Director of Early 
Childhood Program 

Hawken Preschool (440) 423-2044 Mary Beth Hilborn 
Heart of the Vally Christian Preschool (440) 708-2572 Dusty Timmons 
Hudson Montessori School (330) 650-0424 Michelle Lazor 
Kindercare (440) 248-5437 Debby Casper 
Le Chaperon Rouge (330) 356-0884 Jennifer Rini 
My First School (330) 562-8070 Theresa Scatton 

My Gym Children's Fitness Center (440) 914-9497 
Gil Rubanenko or 
Amy Whenry 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Preschool (440) 248-4066 
Laurel Kusner 
(director) 

Pioneer Preschool (440) 498-1983 Sue Hojnacki 
Precious Resources Preschool (440) 893-9320 Barbara Quast 
Small Hands Big Dreams Learning Center (440) 708-0559 Mary Hipp 
Solon Cooperative Preschool (440) 248-8562 Margaret Jung 

Solon Integrated Preschool (440) 349-7341 
Beth Poe, school 
psychologist 

Solon Jewish Preschool (440) 248-7766 Moira Levinsohn 
St. Rita Preschool 440-2481350 ext. 133 Jamie Cornhoff 
Temple Emanu El Preschool (216) 454-1308 Lori Schaefer 
The Goddard School (330) 487-0394 Randy Lindley 
The Learning Playroom (330) 860-0747 Ruth Maggard 
 
…………………….……….. 
Christa Bomeli 
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Salisbury Steak  
1 egg 
½ c dry bread crumbs 
½ c tomato juice 
1T French’s minced onion 
1lb. ground beef 
1 can mushroom steak sauce 
 
Combine egg, dry bread crumbs, tomato juice, and minced onion. Add ground beef to mixture. Shape into oblong 
patties and brown in a skillet. Add mushroom steak sauce, cover and simmer for 10 minutes. 
 

������
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February Event  
 
Make and Take Chocolates  

Join us to make some sweet treats for all your 
valentines! We will be making simple chocolate 
candies you will be able to package up very cute for 
Valentine’s Day gifts. Think chocolate hearts, 
chocolate lolly pops, chocolate covered pretzels, 
chocolate dipped oreos, chocolate covered potato 
chips, etc...you get the picture! 

DATE: February 11, 2010 

TIME: 7:30PM – 10:00PM 

LOCATION: Stacie Baker’s House 

COST:  No cost..but a donated beverage to share 
is always appreciated! 

Directions will be sent to those who RSVP. 

March Event  
 
Cooking With Julia - Book Club & Cooking Club 
Combined Event 
 
We will be making a classic Julia Child quiche while 
we "dish" about Julie & Julia. 

 

 

 

 
DATE & TIME: TBD by host 
 
LOCATION:  We are still 
looking for a host for this 
event. Please contact Patty 
or Stacie if you would like to 
host.  
 
COST: No cost...but a 
donated beverage to share 
is always appreciated! 

 
 
****Please Note:  Due to personal circumstances, we 
will need to reschedule the "Soups On" combined 
Fitness & Cooking Club event. Please watch for a 
SECPTA memo in the future!**** 
 
 
…………………….……….. 
Patty Owens 
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP 
POLICIES 
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SIGN-UP POLICY:  
Field trip sign-ups are FIRST 
COME-FIRST SERVE.  Sign-
ups will be accepted in the 
following order: 
 
BOARD MEETINGS:  
As a privilege for attending the 
Board Meetings, sign-ups will 
be made available to members 
at monthly board meetings 
starting at 7:30pm. Sign ups 
will conclude at 8:00pm at the 
start of the Board Meeting.  
 
GENERAL MEETNGS: 
Sign-ups will begin at each 
General Meeting at 6:30pm. 
You will reserve your spot and 
make payment at the Field 
Trips table via cash or check.  
For those events requiring 

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES 
 �1$+,��#1-' �
 
Welcome SECPTA Adventurers!!!! 
  
Hope you have enjoyed all of our past field trips; we have had some great ones!!! Can you believe it will be March 
soon, and hopefully the beginning of the end of winter!! �  This month we continue with many more super fun 
activities, lots of activities to break up the winter doldrums!!!  
  
Please come with us as we share fun times and laughs on our many scheduled outings. Field trips are an 
awesome way to experience new things, stay busy with your little ones and meet lots of other SECPTA friends, all 
without putting a big dent in your wallet. Most of our trips are subsidized and many of our trips are free!! If you 
have any questions, comments or any suggestions for field trips please contact me.  
  
NOTE: To hopefully make life easier, we have added a section to the end of the field trips portion of the newsletter 
to record the trips you sign up for. Because you have to turn in your payment sheet with your payment, I often see 
people scrambling to write down their trips on a scrap piece of paper or whatever else they can find. I thought this 
might help everyone to have a spot in the newsletter to record your trips. Just remember to take any off if they are 
full!!!! �   
 

 …………………….…….. 
Julie Seitz 
fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

payment, a reservation is not 
confirmed until payment is 
received.  
THEREAFTER, you may sign 
up by contacting (preferably by 
email) the designated Field 
Trips Coordinator for each 
particular field trip.  Once you 
have confirmed a reservation, 
please send payment to our 
treasurer, Rosie Kalika, 
payable to SECPTA.  Payment 
must be received prior to the 
event date.  Please note that no 
one is officially signed up until 
his or her name is on the sign-
up form and payment is 
received. The treasurer has no 
access to these forms, and does 
not sign members up for field 
trips via mail.  
  

PAYMENT POLICY: 
Payments for field trips will be 
handled at the same time as 
sign ups. Sign up payment 
sheets will always be available 
at the Field Trip table. To 
expedite the sign up process, 
please take a form when you 
get in line. You will only need 
to write down the field trips 
that are not free. We 
recommend not writing your 
check until your trips are 
confirmed in case one is full. 
  
WAITING LIST POLICY: 
The Field trips Committee will 
make their best effort to 
accommodate all members who 
have an interest in attending 
Field trips in one or more of 
the following ways:  

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES 
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WAITING LISTS CREATED - 
Waiting lists will be created for 
all “full” field trips. Members 
will be contacted if spots 
become available.  
INCREASING TICKET 
NUMBERS - If there is an 
overwhelming demand for a 
particular field trip, the 
committee will make their best 
effort to accommodate members 
by increasing the tickets/spots 
available.  Please understand 
that some field trips have a 
limited amount of space/tickets 
available, and an increase may 
not be possible.  
ADDITIONAL DATES 
SCHEDULED - If there is an 
overwhelming demand for a 
particular field trip, the field 
trips committee will make their 
best effort to schedule 
additional dates if possible.  
 CANCELLATION POLICY:  
In order to minimize SECPTA's 
expense for "No-Shows", and 

out of courtesy to your fellow 
SECPTA members, if you are 
signed up for a field trip and 
know in advance that you are 
unable to attend, it is imperative 
that you contact the designated 
Field trip Planner via email or 
telephone, at least 24 hours 
prior to the event so we can fill 
your spot with another member.  
Attendance will be taken at all 
Field Trips.  No refunds/credits 
will be given for “no-shows” 
who have not given proper 
notification of cancellation.   
  
ILLNESS POLICY: 
Children and/or parents should 
not attend any SECPTA events 
if they exhibit any of the 
following symptoms:  
Diarrhea more than once within 
24 hours of the event; Severe 
coughing; Difficult or rapid 
breathing; 
Yellowish skin or eyes; redness 
of the eye or eyelid including 

discharge, eye pain, matted 
eyelashes, burning or itching; 
Temperature of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher; Infected 
skin patches; Unusual spots or 
rashes; Unusually dark urine 
and/or gray or white stools; 
Stiff neck with an elevated 
temperature; Sore throat or 
difficulty swallowing; Vomiting 
within 24 hours of the event; 
Evidence of untreated lice; 
Scabies, or other parasitic 
infestations. 
  
LOOKING FOR NEW 
IDEAS 
Our Committee is continually 
looking for new ideas for field 
trips.  If you have any leads for 
future events, please call or 
email me 
(fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoo
dpta.com). Your help is always 
appreciated!!    
 
  
 

MARCH  FIELD TRIPS  

 3/3 (WED) PLAYMATTERS  
Come join us for a special craft 
and maybe even a story at 
Playmatters!!! We are not quite 
sure what the craft will be, but trust 
me, whatever the kids get to do, 
they will have a blast! We will know 
what the kids have in store for 
them by the time of sign ups. This 
trip is open to 15 children. 
  

Date: Wednesday, March 3rd  
Time: 4:30pm 
Location: Playmatters, Solon 
Cost: $4.00 per child 
Contact: Eileen Anderson-Fye 
(andersonfye@gmail.com) 

 3/5 (FRI) AMAZONE 
Come join us at Amazone, Family 
Entertainment Center 
extraordinaire!!! Parents can enjoy 
snacks and refreshments and 
watch all the activity in our large 
and comfortable seating areas. 
Amazone has two indoor 
playgrounds, one for the under 3 
crowd and one for the 3 to 5 year 
olds. Children can frolic in the tree 
house or slide down their multiple 
slides. Their adventure will take 
them through the gator pit and 
swing them over the snake pit. 
This is an exciting way to exercise 
and to overcome cabin fever. 

There is no limit for this trip. 
  

Date: Friday, March 5th  
Time: 11:00am 
Location: 2789 Medina Road, 
Medina, Ohio 44256 
Cost: $2 per child (infants not 
participating are free) 
Contact: Katie Piccirillo 
(ktrillo@yahoo.com) 

 
  
3/11 (THURS) SOLON POST 
OFFICE TOUR 
Join us for a guided tour of 
Solon's Post Office. The Children 
will learn about how the mail 
flows, meet the workers and see a 

We may have a few more field trips in store for March!!!  Please check your SECPTA memos for detailed 
information. Sign ups will be at the February General meeting!!!!!!! 
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Date: Thursday, March 18th  
Time: 6:30pm  
Location: Solon Public Library 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@dupan.com) 

  
 
3/19 (FRI) CLEVELAND BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Cleveland Botanical Garden's 10-acre campus is a 
living laboratory all designed to foster appreciation for 
plants and the complex and wonderful roles they play 
in all of our lives. A teacher who will give us an 
overview of the gardens will meet us.  Glasshouse 
exploration is done at your own pace. The botanical 
gardens are going to do their best to have a butterfly 
release for us at 2pm!!! 
  

Date: Friday, March 19th  
Time: 1:30-3:00pm 
Location: 11030 East Boulevard, Cleveland - (216) 
721-1600 
Cost: $7.50 per adult; $2.50 per child; Parking is $5 
minimum.  
Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrillo@yahoo.com) 

  

Mail Truck up close! Join us for this educational trip 
about our Postal System.  Open to 25 children.   
  

Date: Thursday, March 11th 
Time: 10:00am 
Location: 33333 Station St., Solon  
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com) 

  
  
3/11 (THURS) THINK SPRING!! An Entertaining 
Interactive Music and Movement Class 
Debbie Friedman has taught classes throughout the 
Cuyahoga Public Library System.  A language-based, 
music and movement class that emphasizes fine and 
gross motor skills using a number of colorful props. All 
hands-on, fun and entertaining and a great boost for a 
young child's self-esteem. Debbie says even infants 
gain something from the sensory stimulation. Ages 
Birth to 5 years old, this trip is open to 30 children. 
  

Date: Thursday, March 11th  
Time: 4:00pm 
Location: Solon Library 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Teri Kernicki (lfizgud@gmail.com) 

  
 
3/16 (TUES) CHABAM – MUSIC, MOVEMENT & 
POTTERY 
Join us at this amazing Children’s play area! We will 
have our own exclusive session where we will explore 
the treehouse, have fun with music and create a 
special piece of pottery. CHABAM's pottery program is 
one of a kind! Instead of just painting a finished piece 
of pottery, come to CHABAM and create your very own 
ceramic piece! There is a minimum of 5 children 
required for this trip and a maximum of 20.  
  

Date: Tuesday, March 16th  
Time: 1:00pm 
Location: 28700 Chagrin Blvd, Woodmere 
Cost: $7.00 per child 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com) 

  
 
3/18 (THURS) MAX & RUBY PJ PARTY AT SOLON 
LIBRARY 
Calling all Max and Ruby fans!  Dress in your favorite 
pajamas, grab your pillow and/or sleeping bag, and join 
us for a Max and Ruby themed party at the Solon 
Library.  This is a SECPTA exclusive event.  Mrs. 
DuPan will read some Max and Ruby stories and we 
will watch a Max and Ruby video on the projection 
screen.  And of course, no party would be complete 
without a snack for the kids!  Please bring your own 
drink in a spill proof cup.  All ages are welcome. Open 
to the first 30 children.   
  

 

3/22 (MON) AMERICAN HOT ROD RACERS  
Our first trip was such a fun event that we have set 
up another trip to American Hot Rod Racers! So if 
you weren’t able to attend the January trip or just 
want to do it again, make sure you sign up for this 
one! Your child will get to paint and decorate a car of 
his own, get his own “drivers license” with picture on 
it (to keep as well) and get to race his hot rod with all 
of the other field trip participants. It is so great to hear 
them cheer on their car!!! This trip is open to 20 
children.  
  

Date: Monday, March 22nd  
Time: Noon-2pm 
Location: Beachwood Place, 26300 Cedar Rd, 
Beachwood 44122 (216-831-1817) 2nd fl by 
Nordstrom’s 
Cost:  $7.00 per child 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 
  



3/26 (FRI) CHEER READING by OVATION 
MOVEMENT 
Children will enjoy learning letter sounds, sounding out 
small words, and spelling all using Cheerleading.  
Jumps, cheers, chant, and tumbling, as well as fun 
games and activities will be included in the class.  For 
ages 3 1/2- 5 years old only.  Open to 15 children.   
  

Date: Friday, March 26th  
Time: 1:00pm 
Location: Twinsburg Library, Meeting Room #1 
Cost: $5.00 per child 
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@dupan.com) 

  
 
3/28 (SUN) CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART TOUR 
Join us for an exclusive tour of the Cleveland Museum 
of Art with your child(ren)!! Preschoolers are curious! 
Exploring CMA's treasures together will excite that 
curiosity and set the stage for the most amazing 
conversations! Our staff members understand 
children's exuberance and are happy to answer your 
child's questions. This trip is open to 14 people.  
  

Date: Sunday, March 28th  
Time: 1:00pm 
Location: 11150 East Blvd, Cleveland, 44106 
Cost: $5.00 per person (all must pay) 
Contact: Eileen Anderson-Fye 
(andersonfye@gmail.com) 

  
 
3/29 (MON) TURLE’S GYMASTICS 
Do you have an energetic child who loves to tumble, 
bounce and jump? If so, join us at Turle’s Gymnastics 
in Twinsburg for a fun morning. The children will get to 
learn some basic gymnastics skills and explore the free 
foam pit, jump on the trampoline, and run down the 
tumble track, just to name a few. The Turle’s 
Gymnastics coaches will be on hand to help our kids. 
Open to 50 children, ages 3 and older.  
  

Date: Monday, March 29th  
Time: 10:00am 
Location: 2097 Case Pkwy Twinsburg, OH. Phone: 
330-405-0777 
Cost: $3.00 per child 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@Hotmail.com) 

  
We will be taking sign ups for this super popular event 
at the February Board and General Meeting…. 
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3/17 ST PATRICKS DAY CRAFT & STORYTIME  
Erin Go Bragh!!! Come join us for a morning of stories 
and a St. Patty’s Day Legend of the Leprechaun craft at 
the Twinsburg Library! The kids will also get to make a 
foam necklace with St. Patty’s Day foam beads!! Don’t 
worry mom, there will be no paint involved in this super 
fun trip. We will wrap up this trip with a snack and drink. 
This trip is open to 20 children of all ages. 
  

Date: Wednesday, March 17th   
Time: 10:30-11:30am 
Location: Twinsburg Public Library 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 

  
 
 
4/2 SECPTA EGG HUNT 
Look for Creative Expressions at the Egg Hunt at the 
Twinsburg Library!!!!!!! Heidi Mattlin has graciously 
agreed to help us out with a craft. 
  
Look for another fantastically fun Creative Expressions 
event in May also!!!! 
 

4/2 (FRI) SECPTA EGG HUNT- Combined Coffee Club  
Come out all you little SECPTA bunnies and join us for 
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the annual 
SECPTA egg 
hunt!!. We will be 
teaming up with 
coffee club and 
Creative 
Expressions for 
this event. The kids 
will get to make a 

little craft, enjoy a holiday story or two and finish up with 
an egg scramble.  We will have a sweet treat and drink 
for everyone as well.  DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR 
KIDS BASKETS FOR COLLECTING EGGS!!!  
This trip is open to the first 50 children.  
  

When: Friday, April 2nd   
Where: Twinsburg Public Library (Meeting Rooms 1,2 & 
3) 
Time: 10:30-12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@dupan.com) or Julie 
Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 
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We have added a section for you to record your field trips. This is for your records. You will still 
fill out a payment sheet at the General Meeting for any trips that have a cost associated with them.  
  
Name of trip:   Date:     #Adult/#Kids:  Cost:    Total: 
  
___________________________________________________________________________________                                                                          
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________     
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                          
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                                 
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Solon Early Childhood PTA  
34545 Blue Heron 
Solon, OH    44139 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

SECPTA News Article Submissions 
due on the 20th of the month.  Next 
articles and ads are due: 
 

FEBRUARY  20TH 
 
Please note submission requirements 
have changed this year!   
Please send your article in a Word file 
using the Arial 10pt font.  Please format 
how you would like it to be seen in terms 
of bolding, colors, etc. Feel free to attach 
photos, clip art, etc. that you would like 
to go with it.  
SECPTA News is a publication of the 
Solon Early Childhood PTA.  
 
…………………….……….. 
Ellen McElroy 
newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 
 

 


