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Happy New Year SECPTA Family!!

I hope you had a safe and happy holiday time with your family. 1
is hard to believe that our 10" SECPTA year is at its half way
point.

During the last six weeks we have helped out 12 families from the
Solon Park Apartment fires — a special thank you to Angel Keefe,
Jessica Bryan and Project Night Night, Liz Roberto and the Solon
Co-op Preschool and all the SECPTA members who helped out.
SECPTA adopted 4 families in the Solon/Twinsburg area and we
were able to make their holiday a little more special on behalf of
our Service Project. THANK YOU!

The Nominating Committee will be elected at the upcoming General Membership meeting. Then, they will be busy
nominating the Executive Board. Be sure to answer their calls and think about what you have to offer. If you have
interest in one of those positions or if you have interest in serving in another capacity, such as a board member or
a committee member, please let them know. They will pass that information along. As you know it takes many
hands to keep this fantastic organization going. We need you!

The year 2010 has some great things in store for you and your family. Our annual SEPCTA fundraiser- the 10
Year Reunion Fundraiser will be on Saturday, March 20™ at the Solon VFW Hall. This location is a change. The
success of this event affects everything SECPTA does. This one night of fundraising funds most of our events
and activities for the coming year. This is how SECPTA is able to offer you field trips at such a nominal fee and
the Children’s parties at no cost to you. SECPTA is able to supplement the additional cost making it affordable to
you. Come and enjoy a night of fantastic raffle packages, good food and good conversation with friends. This
event is open to SECPTA and non-SECPTA members. Invite your neighbors, friends, and family. It will be a night
to remember!

The Year of Celebration was named in honor of our 10 year anniversary. Now, let the celebrations begin! Join us
on April 25, 2010 from 12:30-3:30pm for our Celebration Party at The Pond. Come for 1 hour or all 3. This event is
open to all SECPTA members and SECPTA alumni and their families. May 25, 2010 will be our last meeting of
the 10" year and we will reflect on the last 10 years with some special guests. June 27, 2010 will be our final
celebration event at Wild Water Kingdom. Check out the Celebration article for more information. A special thanks
to the Celebration Committee (Heidi Mattlin, Amy Rothenfeld, Nicole Lieber, Jill Miller and Nicole Canitano) for all
their hard work to come up with a fantastic way to celebrate and their continued work to make it all happen!

I hope you shared some special memories and moments with your families over the holidays. SECPTA has not
strayed far from my family’s mind. Whether it was Trevor asking when are we were going to Country Lights at
Lake Farmpark or American Bouncer?; or my husband, Scott, going to a local business and seeing a picture of an
employee’s child and asking “have you heard of SECPTA?” and offering information about the organization; or
Taryn playing with her My Little Ponies and | overhear her tell them ‘I need to go to a meeting, I'll be back”. They
brought smiles to my face. SECPTA has gives us many smiles over the years and the wonderful sound of
children’s laughter. | am looking forward to more in the next 5 months. | hope you enjoy some of your own.

Jody Halley
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com




Page 2 SECPTA NEWS January 2010

January Program General Meeting Info
L _ _ _ Mark your calendars for the 4™ Tuesday
Ask the Pediatrician Night with Dr. Sherry Milner o el mEni:
PRESCHOOL PARADE at 6:00 p.m. éaeft‘;r'jgfg?)
Find the right preschool for your child! March 23
April 27
May 25
SECPTA is excited to bring back our Preschool Parade. We have
nearly 20 preschools from Northeast Ohio coming to talk with parents of SECPTA meetings are held at Solon
prospective preschoolers. The preschool representatives will help guide Community Center, 3500 Portz Parkway

you in the process of enrolling in a preschool program that fits your

family. You will be able to find out information about each program as

you make that decision of what to do next year with your little ones. We NOTE TIMEFRAME CHANGE FOR
hope you will join us, meet with the preschools, and stay for our program  JAN.

with Dr. Sherry L. Milner. "
January 27 7 Agenda

iatrici ; ; ; 6:00 pm Preschool Parade
Ask the Pediatrician Night with Dr. Sherry Milner 6230 pinl Field Trip & Commities Signups
7:00 pm Business Meeting
7:30 pm Speaker
8:30/9pm Meeting Adjourned and
“Community Building” at the Rusty
Bucket Tavern, Solon

For more information on Programs,
contact:

Michelle Holmes
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Sherry Milner, M.D. has been practicing Pediatrics in Solon exclusively for over 22 years since finishing her Pediatric
Residency training at Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital. Dr. Milner remains on the clinical faculty with a joint
appointment at the Case Western Reserve University Medical School. Board Certified and recertified by the American
Board of Pediatrics, she also has hospital privileges at Hillcrest Hospital but being an independent physician, she is
able to refer her patients to the best Pediatric specialists in our area irrespective of any hospital affiliation. Dr. Milner is
also a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Dr. Milner enjoys watching her patients grow up from birth through college, at which time they have to graduate both
college and doctors! That is where it comes in handy to share the office with her husband of 28 years, Dr. Michael
Milner who is a board certified Internist. The Milners’ family-centered team approach provides a medical home for
many of their patients.

Dr. Sherry Milner’s many areas of Pediatric interests include helping new families start out with their newborns and
guiding them along the unknown "firsts,” childhood development, infectious diseases, asthma, allergies and much
more.
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Dr. Milner recently spoke to the members of the Chagrin Valley Early Childhood
Association at Precious Resources Preschool and was graciously recommended.
Since the format of our evening will be, Ask the Pediatrician, please submit any
guestions that you would like to ask Dr. Sherry Milner to
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com by January 15, 2010. Your questions can
be about anything...diaper rash to child development to school readiness to the
difference between boys and girls! She will try her very best to answer your
guestions anonymously and as specific as possible. Please keep in mind that all
children develop at different rates.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Babysitting services will be offered by the staff of My Gym Solon during the General
Membership Meetings for all children who are one year, walking and older. Your
children can be dropped off in the Arts and Crafts Room of the Solon Community
Center beginning at 6:30 p.m. and stay until the conclusion of the meeting. Advance
reservations are needed for this babysitting service. Members are required to contact
My Gym Solon at 440.914.9497 to secure your reservation. The 2010 rate for ; \
babysitting is $5.00 per child per evening. Please note that payment is non-refundable - ‘(1
and is to be made in cash or check directly to My Gym at the time of the reservation. A )
small snack will be served to your child and the staff brings games and entertainment!

Call early to reserve a spot for your child!

Upcoming events:

Wine tasting at Western Reserve Wines in the Shops of Solon on February 12 ~ ;“'\
@ 7:30 PM. , : |

There be a Valentine's Day theme featuring 6 wines and cheeses and
chocolates that pair with the wines. $10 per person.

Sign up by email or at the January meeting. Shetal Patel
shetalkeresztes@yahoo.com or Amy Tomarchio amyto@adelphia.net.

Shetal Patel & Amy Tomarchio
adultoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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The next Babysitting Co-op meeting will be held January 19 "
at Laura Levine's home at 8:00 PM.

The Co-op is a group of SECPTA families that trade babysitting
services for each other without the exchange of money. We
have a meeting the third Tuesday of each month. If you are
interested in learning more about this group, please join us at
our next meeting. Please RSVP to
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com if you plan to
attend.

Emily Johnson
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

a unigue hair salon & toy store

Cuts N Curls

for Boys and airls, Inc.
{and arown-ups, too)

v, e sombsbed wath ctbi cllea e Mo achaients zar be mads o prreco usd

)

WE NOW OFFER
MANICURES @$14 and PEDICURES @$20

6085 usa i're |n 44139 440-542-1750 www.cutsncurls.net
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SECPTA Joins Gift Card
Fundraising Program

SECPTA has enrolled with Great Lakes Scrip Center
(GLSC) as part of a program that allows non-profit
organizations to raise funds through the regular
shopping habits of its members. Money made from
our enrollment with GLSC will help fund the ongoing
needs of SECPTA.

This program allows SECPTA members to purchase
“scrip” (think gift cards) for everyday needs like food,
gasoline, clothing, home improvement and
entertainment. Through GLSC and discounts offered
by more than 600 retailers, SECPTA earns a
percentage for each dollar of scrip purchased.

What Is Scrip?

Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money” -
- in other words, using scrip is akin to purchasing with
a gift certificate or gift card. Many popular retailers
participate in the GLSC scrip program including Wal-
Mart, Kohl’s, Sam’s Club, Borders, Macy'’s, P.F.
Chang’s, Pizza Hut, Best Buy, Toys-R-Us, Home
Depot, Shell, BP and Giant Eagle.

How Does SECPTA Raise Funds Through GLSC?

GLSC participating retailers agree to sell gift cards to
SECPTA at a discount. Members and families of
SECPTA buy the scrip (gift cards) for full face value
and redeem them at face value, allowing SECPTA to
keep the percentage difference.

The ease and benefit of scrip is that you put your
regular household shopping dollars to work. You earn
money for SECPTA without spending a single
additional penny or making an out-of-pocket donation.
Scrip can be used for just about any household
purchase including food, clothing, entertainment,
gasoline, home improvement and even dining out.

How Do | Use Scrip?

You use scrip just like you would a gift card. Present
your scrip at the cash register and it is redeemed by
the retailer at full value. Through GLSC, you can buy
scrip gift cards for more than 600 stores.

How Do | Obtain Scrip?

Ordering scrip is easy. You can purchase scrip
online, directly through GLSC, or you can obtain scrip
through SECPTA.

When you order scrip online, you enter SECPTA’s
organization ID number so we get credit for the
transaction. Generally, orders submitted before 1:00
PM (Eastern) are shipped the following business day.
All orders are shipped via FedEx and your orders are
insured by GLSC while in transit and a signature is
required upon delivery. OQur organization ID number
is 4405420005.

If you don’t want to order online , SECPTA will be
making weekly scrip purchases. If you tell us the
retailer and the amount, and provide the money for
the purchase, we’ll handle the ordering for you.

For scrip orders, payment must be received before the

gift cards are released for shipment. Most GLSC
customers choose an electronic fund transfer to speed
payment and delivery of orders. For your regular or
repeat shopping needs, you can reload your scrip
online and avoid the hassle of purchasing and
accumulating new gift cards.
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*We will also be doing large scrip purchases at
several meetings.

Who |Is Great Lakes Scrip Center?

You may be wondering who GLSC is and whether the
fundraising program is reliable. Here’s what we’'ve
learned:

GLSC was founded in 1994 by two families.
Since 2003, GLSC has operated as a Michigan
limited liability company with its corporate offices
located in Western Michigan.

Since 1994, GLSC has helped retailers ring up

more nearly $4 billion dollars in sales while
raising more than $220 million for non-profit
organizations.

GLSC serves more than 14,000 non-profit
organizations across the US.

More information on GLSC and a complete list of
participating retailers can be obtained online at
www.qglscrip.com.

Chrissy Mercer looks forward to speaking with you to
answer any questions you have about this fundraising
program. Catch me at a meeting or give me a call at
440-542-0005.
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Coming Soon to Solon Cinemas.............. SECPTA
ongoing Monday Movie Nights! There is no need to
sign up, come if you can make it. We’'ll meet in the
lobby of the theatre about 10 minutes before the movie
starts. Open to all members and non-members.

January 18th Leap Year (time TBD)

Amy Adams and Matthew Goode star in "Leap Year", a
romantic comedy that follows one woman’s determined
guest to get married to the perfect guy...despite what
fate has in store for her. When their four-year
anniversary passes without a marriage proposal, Anna
(Amy Adams) decides to take matters into her own
hands. Investing in an Irish tradition that allows women
to propose to men on February 29th, Anna decides to
follow her boyfriend Jeremy (Adam Scott) to Dublin and
get down on one knee herself. But airplanes, weather
and fate leave Anna stranded on the other side of
Ireland, and she must enlist the help of handsome and
surly Declan (Matthew Goode) to get her across the
country. As Anna and Declan bicker across the Emerald
Isle, they discover that the road to love can take you to
very unexpected places.

February 15" Dear John
March 22" The Back-up Plan
April 12" Date Night

May 24" Letters to Juliet
June 7™ Sex in the City

Thursday, February 11 ™ 2009 Chocolate Making with
Cooking Club: Please refer to the Cooking Club
section of the newsletter for further details.

Thursday, March 11 ™ 2010 Girls Night out at the
Cleveland Playhouse: Attend a pre-party and a
production of EMMA.

The Pre-party will include shopping from local
vendors, English contra dancing, wine provided by
Debonne™ Winery, hors d’oeuvres from Stages
Restaurant and a gift bag. Pre-Party: 6:00-7:30
p.m.

Emma

Beautiful, witty and much too mischievous, Emma
Woodhouse is one of Jane Austen’s most

unforgettable heroines. Don’t want to miss out on
this adaptation of one of the great romantic novels.

Show begins: 8:00 p.m.

Cost: $45.00 The Ladies Night Out includes the
ticket to the play and access to the pre-
performance reception (food included) and
shopping with various vendors. Closer to the event
a confirmed list of vendors will be provided- it's
usually Mary Kay - several clothing and jewelry
vendors, sometimes financial planners, pampered
chef, perfume vendors, a variety. The Cleveland
Playhouse discounts the performance ticket by 40%
taking it to a Group price of $29 -then they add
back in the value of $16 for the reception bringing
total cost to $45.00 per attendee.

www.clevelandplayhouse.com

Www.stagesrestaurant.com
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Blue Canyon

www.bluecanyonrestaurant.com

Dads and Kids -- It's Time to Hit the Slopes!
8960 Wilcox Drive

Twinsburg, OH 44087
330-486-2583

Time- 6:30

Ladies' Night Special- Dad's Outings and Fitness

*Ladies' 80's Night with 80's music, karaoke and Committee are teaming up to help dads fulfill their

trivia contests with prizes! New Year's Resolutions to exercise more. Bring
your sleds and kids (ages 2 and up) for a morning

beers, $4 select cocktails from 10 a.m. to noon at the South Chagrin
Reservation (corner of Solon and Richmond Roads,

*$5 and $8 small bite near Shadow Lake). We will offer hot chocolate and
donuts to ward off frostbite and excessive calorie
burn.

Amy Berman

RSVP to dadsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

momsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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January

Soup's On! The Fitness Committee and the Cooking Club have joined together to make you a menu of healthy
soups. We will prepare the soup and have some salad and bread together--all while enjoying a nice social
evening out. So, we hope you can join us for this event! (this event is rescheduled from November)

Event: Fitness Committee and Cooking Club Healthy Soups

Date: Friday, January 15

Time: 7 pm-9pm +

Place: Christine Hales' house

Cost: Freel!

RSVP: To either fitness@solonearlychildpta.com or cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Dads and Kids -- It's Time to Hit the Slopes!

Dad's Outings and Fitness Committee are teaming up to help dads fulfill their New Year's Resolutions to exercise
more. Bring your sleds and kids (18 months and older) to the South Chagrin Reservation for a morning of fun in the
snow. We will offer hot chocolate and donuts to ward off frostbite and excessive calorie burn.

Event: Sledding with Dad

Date: Saturday, January 30th,

Time: 10 a.m. to noon.

Place: South Chagrin Reservation

Cost: Freel

RSVP to dadsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com or call Doug at 440/542-0019.

Christine Hales
fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Book Club is taking a break in December. Enjoy the March — Julie & Julia by Julie Powell. Thisis a
holidays! combined event with Cooking Club. We will meet,

discuss the book, watch the movie and cook something
We are next meeting in January. exquisitely French.

Date: Thursday, January 21 e
Time: 7:30 pm Stacie Baker

Place: Stacie Baker’s house in Solon (call or email bookclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
for directions)

Book: The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Upcoming events: BOOk C\'\Lk
— —

February - Breakfast with Books. We will meet at a
local diner for a Saturday morning discussion over
pancakes. Book and date TBD.
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calendars for Saturday February 13" from 10 am — noon at Parkside Elementary for
SECPTA's first ever Chinese New Year party. There will be plenty of crafts, games,
food, and prizes. We have some special entertainment in store and the day
promises not to disappoint. We are accepting registrations through the January
general meeting. The deadline to sign-up for this event is January 30", Email
RSVP’s are welcomed too.

As a special note, a huge list of thanks is in order to all those who helped make the
Halloween party a success. To our setup crew: Katie Kaufman, Sue Boggs, Tina
Laslo, Leslie Perlberg, Jody Halley, Jessica Bryan, and Carina Schnitter plus all
their accompanying kiddos who helped carry pumpkins, loaded coolers, and asked
“can we try it yet?” To those who donated food: Thanks to everyone who
bought/brought items — yummy! To our cleanup crew: Tina Laslo and her family,
Carol Olszewski and her family, Nicole Lieber and her family, and Sue Boggs and
her family plus anyone else who might have stayed to pick up their gates, toys, and
tunnels and snuck up without me seeing you help. To our volunteers: Solon’s
National Honor Society Members continue to help make the event a success —
What troopers! To our entertainment: Swifty the Clown and Awesome Inflatables.
And finally to our members: Thank you, thank you, thank you to all 312 of you for
signing up and having a good time!

Heidi Mattlin
parties@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

If you missed the news last month, we are getting ready to celebrate! The dates have been set. Mark your
calendars.

Sunday April 25, 2010 from 12:30-3:30 at The Pond. There will be a small non-refundable fee of $5.00 per guest
ages 3 and over. Tickets will be emailed with receipt of payment and will be collected at the door the day of the
event.

Sunday June 27, 2010 during normal park hours at Wildwater Kingdom. SECPTA has been given a group rate for
this date only. Tickets for persons ages 3 — 61 and 48" and taller cost $18.29. Tickets for persons ages 3 — 61 and
under 48" or are age 62 and older are $12.00. Tickets will be mailed prior to the event with receipt of payment.
Refunds will only be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010. If you plan on being a season ticket holder, we
still would like to know if you are attending.

Registration for both events begins in January. A registration form must be completed and returned with payment.
The forms will be available at all board and general meetings as well as posted on the SECPTA website and
included in the newsletter. During the general meetings, please bring forms and payment to the celebration
committee table.

celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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What : SECPTA Celebration Event

Who : All SECPTA families (current and alum)

Where: The Pond, 9999 E. Washington Street, Auburn

When : Sunday April 25th from 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Why : SECPTA is 10 years old!

Cost : $5.00 for ages 3 and up including adults. This $esatlovers the expense of renting the facility
and the entertainment to be provided at the event aswvale skating and skate rental. No refunds will be
given for this event. Tickets will be emailed and maesbrought to the event to enter.

To register, please return the form and a check forgheoariate amount payable to SECPTA by April 11,
2010 to:

Rosie Kalika
37445 Hunter’'s Ridge Road
Solon, OH 44139

Registration forms and payment will be accepted atoatd and regular meetings. If you have any
guestions, please contact celebration@solonearlychittftacom.

****Registration for the Pond*****

Family Name:

Address:

Email Address:

Phone:

Adults attending QaBSs.
Children age 2 and under attending x $0.00 =
Children age 3 and over attending x $5.00 =

Total

Date Received Check Number ___ Amount paid Initials



Wild Water Kingdom
) $*
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What : SECPTA Celebration Event
Who : All SECPTA families (current and alum)
Where: Wild Water Kingdom - 1100 Squires Road Aurora, OH 44202
When : Sunday June 27th during normal park hours
Why : SECPTAIs 10!
Cost : Group Rate of $18.29 for persons ages 3 - 61 and d&ilkar
Group Rate of $12.99 for persons ages 3 - 611, 48ter age 62 and older.
Tickets will be mailed prior to the event. Refunds willy be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010.
If you are a season ticket holder, we still need to kiigwu are attending.

To register, please return the form and a check forgheariate amount payable to SECPTA by May 31,
2010 to:

Rosie Kalika
37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road
Solon, OH 44139

Registration forms and payment will be accepted atoatd and regular meetings. If you have any
guestions, please contact celebration@solonearlychittftacom.

****Registration for Wild Water Kingdom*****

Family Name:
Address:

Email Address:

Phone:

Persons over 48" attending (ages 3-61) x $18.29 =
Persons under 48" attending (ages 3-61) x $12.99 =
Persons ages 62+ x $12.99 =
Persons with season tickets attending x$0.00

Total

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

Date Received Check Number ___ Amount paid Initials
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SECPTA's 10 Year Reunion Fundraiser!
IMPORTANT UPDATE

Date: Saturday, March 20, 2010

Place: VFW in Solon (not the Terry Macklin Event Center)
Due to a scheduling conflict with the Terry Macklin Center we were forced to
changed the venue for our event...not a big deal it will still be fabulous!

Tickets : $35 per person includes a drawing into the Cash Raf  fle!
Tickets go on sale in January at all Board Meetings & General Meetings by
Chrissy Mercer, Cindy Klotzman or Laura Redmond. You can also contact them
directly to reserve your tickets.

Some Highlights to this fabulous event:

- DJ spinning tunes of the past ten years

- Heavy appetizers

- UNLIMITED beer and wine

- Cash bar

- LARGE cash raffle (1% & 100" ticket eliminated wins back the ticket price to the event)
- Fabulous Chinese Raffle baskets — valued up to $500

- LARGE live auction item —men you won’'t want to miss this!

- 50/50 raffle

ALUMNI ATTENDEES : You receive a complimentary entry into a special alumni-only raffle package!
MEMBERS WHO BRING NON-MEMBERS ....You receive a complimentary entry into a special raffle package !

Questions:
Contact Chrissy Mercer at kiki_osu@hotmail.com

Do you own a business or know a friend that does?
Do you or a friend own a boat and would donate a crs@kor fishing trip?
Do you or a friend have a place on one of the Lake IBlands — maybe donate a weekend use of it —{you
can even set the date!
Do you or a friend have season tickets and could ddngsene of tickets?

Take a few minutes and think of the people you know that nightilling to donate a product or servi¢e
to help us celebrate our"l@nniversary!

IF you would like to donate or have any questions pleaseacbSue Boggssdbog@yahoo.com
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Please extend a warm welcome to our newest
members & their families!

Suzanne Albano, Amber Duda, Jennifer Miller,
Jennifer Toth, and Nicole Westendorf.

Thank you to Katie Piccirillo for helping as a greeter at
our November general meeting!

Thank you also to Katie Kaufman, Teri Kernicki, Katie
Piccirillo, Danielle Rodgers and Christy Tartabini who
have volunteered recently as New Member Mentors!

Please send me an email if you would be interested in

helping out as a New Member Mentor.

Tina Laslo
newmemberliason@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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EFebruary

Wednesday February 17" 1:30-3:00
Twinsburg Fitness Center

Come and let your kids burn off some energy they
have from being stuck inside this winter and join us at
the Twinsburg Fitness Center. We will have % of the
basketball court to ourselves for the kids to run and
play with a variety of fun toys and bikes. Coffee/water
and a light snack for the kids will be served.

Sign ups occur at the monthly meetings and space is
limited.

Amanda Bellan
coffeeclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

There is so much to say, but | will start with a
gigantic “THANK YOU!”

Coffee Club/Project Night Night event:

| thank each of you who joined us for the combined
Coffee Club/Service project on December 2",
Through all of your efforts, we completed enough
blankets to fulfill 45 Project Night Night bags! The
bags were then mailed out to less fortunate children
within days. Special thanks go out to Amanda
Bellan for running this event, Danielle Rodgers for
being such a gracious hostess, Jessica Bryan for
helping us with such an important project and to all
of you who have donated fleece material and
blankets over the last few months to make this event
possible!!

We are looking to continue our efforts to help Project Night Night during the spring of 2010. Please bring any fleece
material (1 ¥ yard or 3 yard pieces), children’s blankets, new or gently used stuffed animals and books to any of
upcoming General or Board meetings.
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Adopt a Family Project:

It is with much pride that | can report we have completed another successful
year of our Adopt a Family holiday program! The donations surpassed my
wildest expectations! We initially requested to help two local families this
season: the response was so overwhelming from the SECPTA membership to
assist that we were able to request two more families. Combined, we had 95
tags for 11 children and their families. Service collected well over 100 donated
items, ranging from toys and videos to much needed clothing and grocery gift
cards. We were able to provide each child with a huge box of beautifully
wrapped gifts as well as a special box for each family.

Thanks to each and every family who was able to assist this year! Each of you
went out of your way to help these families during this holiday season: thank
you so much! 1 had the privilege of delivering these items to each of the
families: | can’t say enough how much they needed this help! The moms
expressed their deepest gratitude to all of you! | pass on the tearful hugs of
appreciation to everyone!

A special thanks goes out to my family for their assistance and patience over
the last two months, my dad Jay who helped me deliver all of these packages (I
love you all'), Jody Halley who helped me with the massive collection effort,
Michelle Williams and Nadine Otterman for answering all of my questions, all of
you who gave additional gifts and Gretchen Spacek and the Gallmann Group
for their overwhelming donation assistance. Each of you is an example to us
aln

Just a few friendly reminders.....

Keep collecting those pennies!

The big penny bin will be available at all General and Board meetings. Our goal
for May 2010 is $500. We have quite a ways to go . If anyone would like to
donate any extra penny wrappers, that would be great! | will be rolling all of the
change we have collected and hopefully can give everyone a total soon!

Shoe donations:
At this time, Service is no longer in need of shoe donations. Thanks to all who
have donated in the past! We have collected nearly 100 pairs of shoes!!

Be sure to check the Service section of the newsletter each month for more
details about upcoming events and item donation opportunities. Service is
available to collect any of the above-mentioned collection items at all Board and
General meetings. Please contact Service with any additional ideas for projects
for 2010. I wish you all a happy, healthy and giving New Year!

Angel Keefe
service@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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SECPTA's
2009 Holiday Shopping Spree

Thank you to everyone who came out and shopped until they dropped!
We had 40 vendors and many shoppers who enjoyed a mix of
wonderful gifts and products. We hope you had fun and were able to

cross off many of those hard to shop for people off of your list.

A special thank you to Jody Halley, Michelle Holmes, Amy Rothenfeld, Rosie Kalika, Emily Johnson, Betsy
Donnelly, Patty Owens, Carol Olszewski, Tina Laslo, and Rose Giallanza for all their help with making this
event a success. | really appreciate all of your help!

If you were unable to make it (or are now wishing you had bought that one item you had your eye on), here is
a list of the vendors and contact information:

Arbonne International
Bling!
C. Cindy

Craft Monster
Creations by Carina

Creative Creations

Creative Memories

Cuts N Curls for Boys & Girls

Designs by Kelly

Discovery Toys

Fantastic Favor
Groupie Kids
Initially You Too
Jewelry by Sharon

Katie Jo's Creations

Kater’'s Krafts

Kazoo Bears

Skin care, cosmetics, aromatherapy (nlieber13@yahoo.com)

Beaded serving pieces (owensn224@sbcglobal.net)

Bookmarks, zipper-purse pulls, snowflake ornaments, & jewelry
(bornhoeft4@windstream.net)

Handmade jewelry (ydade@sbcglobal.net)

Custom greeting cards & invitations (carinaschnitter@yahoo.com)

Personalized snowmen ornaments, embroidered, beaded serving ware
(dcavar@yahoo.com)

Scrapbooking supplies, paper crafts, & home décor
(www.mycmsite.com/dawnmeccallie)

Haircuts, hair products, hair accessories, shirts, & toys
(www.cutsncurls.net)

Hand painted stationary, ceramics, & paintings
(designsbykelly.webs.com)

Educational books, games, & toys for infants through school age children
(www.discoverytoyslink.com/denisedowning)

Personalized favors (www.fantasticfavor.com)

Children’s clothing (www.groupiekids.com)

Personalized ornaments & gifts (www.names2u.com)

Custom design jewelry (srprindle@yahoo.com)

Handmade items created with embroidery, fabrics, & papers
(jordan1783@att.net)

Photo Boards (aharmondy@roadrunner.com)

Custom gifts for kids (onsies, burp cloths, t-shirts, pants, purses)
(kazoobears@gmail.com)
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KidCards Greeting Cards

Laura Weber

Lia Grace

Lia Sophia
Little Flower Products

Longaberger Baskets

Mary Kay Cosmetics

Med About You?2

My Gym
Premier Designs
Scentsy

SECPTA

Sheila Bee Designs

Silpada
Snuggie Buddie Blankets
Solon Massotherapy

Southern Living at Home

Sweet Tooth
Tastefully Simple
The Shiplett Shop

Uppercase Living

Usborne Books

Wildtree Herbs

Write Away Stationary

Thank You!!

Christa Bomeli

Kid activity books to create greeting cards (www.kidcards.orq)

Jewelry: bracelets, necklaces, earrings, children's jewelry, Swarovski crystal,
genuine gemstones & some sterling (lwebelr@aol.com)

Hair bows, hair bow boards, crayon bags, & burp cloths
(jessfairman@yahoo.com)

Fashion jewelry (www.liasophia.com/getyoursparkle.com)

Child’s Saving Bank (www.aprincesslovestosave.com)

Hand-woven baskets, wrought iron, pottery & accessories
(www.longaberger.com/robinmclaury)

Skincare, make up, bath lotions (www.marykay.com/kgerman1)

Fashionable medical alert jewelry for men, women & kids
(www.medaboutyou2.com)

Children’s fitness center (www.my-gym.com/solon.aspx)

Fashion jewelry (www.premierdesigns.com)

Wickless candles / wax warmers (www.scentsy.com/julienovak)

Cookbooks / t-shirts / bake sale / gift cards
(www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com)

Designer headbands for women & children
(www.cuteheadbands.com)

Sterling silver jewelry, watches, & belts (www.silpada.com/julie.love)

Fleece stuffed animal blankets (www.snuggiebuddieblankets.com)

Gift certificates & Hot Bags (www.solonmassotherapy.com)

Home accessories for decorating, entertaining, & organizing your home
(www.southernlivingathome.com/aliciadesantis)

Cakes and bakes (www.sweettoothbyniki.com)

Easy to prepare food and gifts (www.tastefullysimple.com)

Handmade jewelry (www.shiplett.etsy.com)

Vinyl wall lettering and decorative items
(julienovak.uppercaseliving.net)

Children's books & activity kits (www.bookskidslove.com)

All natural foods, spice blends, breads, oils & more
(www.tonya.mywildtree.com)

Personalized paper products (www.writeaway.com)

programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

January 2010
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Yes! SECPTA has copies left of Creating Smiles Everyday...and Good Food Too! Cookbook. The SECPTA
Cookbook is still available for just $10. There are over 500 recipes from area moms — kid friendly recipes. Do you
know of an organization or business that could help us sell them? Contact Jody Halley at

president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com.

Pea Salad

1 Ib. peas

1 red pepper, diced

1 red onion, diced

2 stalks celery, chopped
2T. mayonnaise

Mix together peas, red pepper, red onion, celery and mayo. Mix well. Add garlic, salt and pepper to taste.

Cooking Club News

Soups on with Fitness

Date: January 8, 2010 (Rescheduled date)

Time: 4:00PM - 7:00PM

Location: Christine Hales' Home

RSVP: cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
Cost: no cost

Please join us at Christine Hales's home for some
comforting winter soups. This program has been
slightly altered. Instead of cooking together, please

plan to bring a copy of a healthy soup recipe to share.
We will be providing a healthy soup and salad dinner.

Please see "Fitness" for more information on this
Cooking Club and Fitness Event.

Sunday Supper

January - Sunday Supper at Crop Bistro

Date: January 24, 2010

Location: Crop Bistro, W.Sixth Street, Cleveland
Time: 6:00PM

Cost: Whatever your order!

RSVP: cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Cleveland is home to some fabulous restaurants.
Let's get together and enjoy a wonderful Sunday
Supper. Approximate cost is $25 plus drinks and tax.
The Chef’s table has been reserved, so the
reservation is limited to nine people.

Patty Owens
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

There have been so many wonderful events this year to highlight in our SECPTA scrapbook. Please send me any
current pictures of events such as field trips, and holiday events to historian@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. Please
mark that they are pictures.

We will be doing some fun new things this year. In the upcoming months we will have scrapbooking nights to work
on our scrapbooks or other craft projects together. Check for a SECPTA Memo with dates soon.

We will be holding a drawing for a great prize (hint: it's a gift card to a great clothing store!!) at the January general
meeting to all of the members who send me pictures of SECPTA events.

Look forward to seeing all of those great pictures soon!

Stacy Esper
historian@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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A big thanks to those of you who made a delicious
meal for a SECPTA family recently:

Kate Toohig made a meal for the Sypen family to
welcome baby Collin, Christine Hales made a meal for
the Wolff family to welcome baby Libby and Christine
Liebson made a meal for the Mook family to welcome
baby Riley.

Also, Jacquelyn Frederick made a meal for the Seitz
family following Julie’s ankle surgery and Hilary Hurst
made a meal for the Bomeli family to thank them for a
fantastic Holiday Shopping Spree.

If interested in serving on the Helping Hands
committee, please send me an email. Also, please let
me knOW your due date If you are eXpeCtIng a baby ......................................

. Charmaine Jones
On average, committee members make two meals per _ .
_ helpinghands@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
year for a SECPTA family.
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Welcome SECPTA Adventurers!!!!

Hope you have enjoyed all of our past field trips; we have had some great ones!!! This month we continue with
lots of wonderful activities, lots of activities to help break up the winter doldrums!!!

Please come with us as we share fun times and laughs on our many scheduled outings. Field trips are an
awesome way to experience new things, stay busy with your little ones and meet lots of other SECPTA friends, all
without putting a big dent in your wallet. Most of our trips are subsidized and many of our trips are free!! If you
have any questions, comments or any suggestions for field trips please contact me.

NOTE: To hopefully make life easier, we have added a section to the end of the field trips portion of the newsletter
to record the trips you sign up for. Because you have to turn in your payment sheet with your payment, | often see
people scrambling to write down their trips on a scrap piece of paper or whatever else they can find. | thought this
might help everyone to have a spot in the newsletter to record your trips. Just remember to take any off if they are

fulllill

Julie Seitz

fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES

SIGN-UP POLICY:

Field trip sign-ups are FIRST
COME-FIRST SERVE. Sign-ups
will be accepted in the following
order:

BOARD MEETINGS:

As a privilege for attending the
Board Meetings, sign-ups will be
made available to members at
monthly board meetings starting
at 7:30pm. Sign ups will conclude
at 8:00pm at the start of the Board
Meeting.

GENERAL MEETNGS:
Sign-ups will begin at each
General Meeting at 6:30pm. You
will reserve your spot and make
payment at the Field Trips table
via cash or check. For those
events requiring payment, a

reservation is not confirmed until
payment is received.
THEREAFTER, you may sign up
by contacting (preferably by email)
the designated Field Trips
Coordinator for each particular
field trip. Once you have
confirmed a reservation, please
send payment to our treasurer,
Rosie Kalika, payable to
SECPTA. Payment must be
received prior to the event date.
Please note that no one is
officially signed up until his or her
name is on the sign-up form and
payment is received. The
treasurer has no access to these
forms, and does not sign
members up for field trips via mail.

PAYMENT POLICY:
Payments for field trips will be

handled at the same time as sign
ups. Sign up payment sheets will
always be available at the Field
Trip table. To expedite the sign up
process, please take a form when
you get in line. You will only need
to write down the field trips that
are not free. We recommend not
writing your check until your trips
are confirmed in case one is full.

WAITING LIST POLICY:

The Field trips Committee will
make their best effort to
accommodate all members who
have an interest in attending Field
trips in one or more of the
following ways:

WAITING LISTS CREATED -
Waiting lists will be created for all
“full” field trips. Members will be
contacted if spots become
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available.

INCREASING TICKET NUMBERS
- If there is an overwhelming
demand for a particular field trip,
the committee will make their best
effort to accommodate members
by increasing the tickets/spots
available. Please understand that
some field trips have a limited
amount of spaceftickets available,
and an increase may not be
possible.

ADDITIONAL DATES
SCHEDULED - If there is an
overwhelming demand for a
particular field trip, the field trips
committee will make their best
effort to schedule additional dates
if possible.

CANCELLATION POLICY:

In order to minimize SECPTA's
expense for "No-Shows", and out
of courtesy to your fellow SECPTA
members, if you are signed up for
a field trip and know in advance

that you are unable to attend, it is
imperative that you contact the
designated Field trip Planner via
email or telephone, at least 24
hours prior to the event so we can
fill your spot with another member.
Attendance will be taken at all
Field Trips. No refunds/credits will
be given for “no-shows” who have
not given proper notification of
cancellation.

ILLNESS POLICY:

Children and/or parents should not
attend any SECPTA events if they
exhibit any of the following
symptoms:

Diarrhea more than once within 24
hours of the event; Severe
coughing; Difficult or rapid
breathing;

Yellowish skin or eyes; redness of
the eye or eyelid including
discharge, eye pain, matted
eyelashes, burning or itching;
Temperature of 100 degrees

Fahrenheit or higher; Infected skin
patches; Unusual spots or rashes;
Unusually dark urine and/or gray
or white stools; Stiff neck with an
elevated temperature; Sore throat
or difficulty swallowing; Vomiting
within 24 hours of the event;
Evidence of untreated lice;
Scabies, or other parasitic
infestations.

LOOKING FOR NEW IDEAS

Our Committee is continually
looking for new ideas for field trips.
If you have any leads for future
events, please call or email me
(fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.
com). Your help is always
appreciated!!

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIPS

We may have a few more field
trips in store for February!!!
Please check your SECPTA
memos for detailed information.
Sign ups will be at the January

2/3 (WED) MY GYM

Come spend a breezy/ chilly
afternoon with us at My Gym! We
will climb, slide, and dance the
afternoon away. Let your child run
around this great facility, jump in
the ball pit, or climb the ladders.
There is so much to do at My Gym!
This field trip is open to the first 25
children, ages 3-5 years old.

Date: Wednesday, February 3"
Time: 2:00-3:00pm

Location: My Gym, Solon (Giant
Eagle s/c)

Cost: $5 per child
Contact: Jen Dupan
(Jennifer@dupan.com)

2/5 (FRI) MITCHELL'S ICE
CREAM
Mitchell's homemade ice cream,

voted Cleveland's best ice cream,
is where we are headed on Friday,
February 5th! There are over 25

flavors of ice cream to choose
from! Come join us for a
tour/waffle cone demonstration,
junior scoop of ice cream, sprinkle
toppings bar, and a coloring craft.
This trip is open to the first 25
children.

Date: Friday, February 5"
Time: 10:30-11:30am
Location: Mitchell's Ice Cream-
6130 Kruse Drive in Solon
Cost: $2 per child

Contact: Jen Dupan
(Jennifer@dupan.com)
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2/6 (SAT) MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY and
PLANETARIUM — KIDS 2 AND YOUNGER

Once a month, on the first Saturday, a special sky
show for little ones up to two years will be shown at
10:30 am, instead of the regularly scheduled family
Planetarium program. Have fun with the Sun, marvel at
the Moon, find your favorite star, become friends with
the night sky! And after the show, tour the museum
with other SECPTA friends and see all that it is has to
offer!!

Date: Saturday, February 6

Time: 10:15am for kids 2 and younger (recommended
ages)

Location:

Cost: $8 per person (everyone over 2 years must
have a ticket; museum members are free)

Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrilo@yahoo.com)

2/6 (SAT) MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY and
PLANETARIUM - KIDS 3 AND OLDER

Is there any chance of life on Mars today? How about
long ago? We'll explore the possibilities in the
Planetarium as a special show for kids 3 and older will
be shown at 11:30am. After the show, tour the museum
with other SECPTA friends and see all that it is has to
offer!!

Date: Saturday, February 6

Time: 11:15am for kids 3 and older (recommended
ages)

Location:

Cost: $10 per person (everyone over 2 years must
have a ticket; museum members are free)

Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrillo@yahoo.com)

2/8 (MON) TAE KWON DO — FUSION MOVEMENT
FOR KIDS

TKD Fusion is an innovative movement class that
incorporates the disciplines of Tae Kwon Do, Pilates,
yoga and Brain Gym. The class teaches children
patience, confidence, self-control, respect, problem-
solving and the ability to focus — all while having fun!
Therapeutic movement programs such as TKD Fusion
have been shown to help children focus, gain strength
and reduce tension — leading to better behavior. Get
ready to have your child sit still longer, show good
manners, solve problems on their own and learn the
skills to move on to advanced martial arts classes.
Open to 15 children, ages 3 and up — older siblings
welcome! May schedule second class if this one fills.

Date: Monday, February 8"

Time: 4:00-5:0pm

Location: Insight Learning & Wellness Center,
25901 Emery Road, Suite 112 Warrensville Heights
Cost: $3.00 per child

Contact: Melissa Fitzgerald
(mispatfitz@sbcglobal.net)

2/9 (TUES) MALLEY’S
CHOCOLATE

Join us for a self-guided tour
around the factory. Learn how
chocolate is made and have the
opportunity to sample some
chocolate. This trip is open to 50
people.

Date: Tuesday, February 9"
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm
Location: 13400 Brookpark Road,
Cleveland, OH 44135

Cost: FREE

Contact: Katie Piccirillo

(ktrillo@yahoo.com)

2/11 (THURS) VALENTINE’'S FOR HERO DOGS
Did you know that thousands of dogs serve in our
military and help protect our soldiers every day? Star
Spangled Pet Treats, a local dog biscuit bakery, puts
together care packages to send overseas to the dogs
at work right now. Now you can help! SECPTA kids
will have the chance to decorate gourmet dog biscuits
to be sent over in the care packages. Cookie
decorating for canines! Those with dogs at home will
also be able to take home a treat for their own hero.
Open to 15 children, ages 3 and up — older siblings
welcome! For more information on the Hero Dogs
program, go to www.starspangledpettreats.com.

Date: Thursday, February 11"

Time: 4:00pm

Location: Twinsburg Library Meeting Room

Cost: $2.00 per child (helps pay shipping overseas)
Contact: Melissa Fitzgerald
(mispatfitz@sbcglobal.net)

2/11 (THURS) GREAT WOLF LODGE GETAWAY!!!!
Make a winter break and head to Great Wolf Lodge
with your SECPTA friends!!!l A Family Suite with



Page 26

SECPTA NEWS January 2010

occupancy of up to six people is at a reduced rate of
$138.27, exclusively for SECPTA members!!!! You may
access the facilities at noon on check-in date and
check-in to sleeping rooms is at 4pm. You may also
access the facilities until closing time on checkout date.
Checkout of sleeping rooms is at 11am. May extend
stay up to 2 days before or after Feb. 11 for the same
rate per day. (Someone can go Saturday night only for
the same price.) Must have credit card ready at
reservation. Rate includes an estimate of tax and fees,
as well as up to six waterpark passes. For
Reservations- Group Name: Solon Early Childhood
PTA; Group Code: 1005SOLO; 800-941-WOLF or
www.greatwolf.com. Reservations can be made now
through about Jan. 25, 2010

Date: Thursday, February 11" (can add additional
dates for same rate as well)

Time: Anytime after Noon

Location: Great Wolf Lodge, Sandusky, OH

Cost: $138.27 per night

Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrilo@yahoo.com)

2/15 (MON) STEP 2

Come join us for 50 minutes of open play time before
the store opens to the public. All floor models set up in
the store are available for play. This trip is open to a
minimum of 7 and a maximum of 15 children.

Date: Monday, February 15

Time: 9:00-9:50am

Location: The Step2 Store — 10010 Aurora-Hudson
Rd. Streetsboro OH 44241

Cost: FREE

Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrillo@yahoo.com)

2/16 (TUES) FIRST FLIPS

Join us at First Flips as we sample a gymnastic class
for beginners at their location in Solon!. The kids will
learn fundamental gymnastic skills and spend some
time on the small-scale gym equipment. They will even
try out the long trampoline. This is best suited for 2-5
year olds. There is no limit for this field trip.

Date: Tuesday, February 16"
Time: 11:30am-12:30pm ___——7
Location: 30500 B Carter St,

Solon (off Cochran Rd, just 7/\

south of Solon Rd) (440-498-

1770)

Cost: TBD

Contact: Julie Seitz

(jaseitz@hotmail.com)

2/18 (THURS) SWIMMING AT SOLON REC CENTER
Let's shake off the winter blues in Solon's Rec Pool, a
great place for toddlers and preschoolers!! The pool has
zero entry and small slides on their fun water feature.

This trip is open to 25 children.

Date: Thursday, February 18"
Time: 11:00am-1:00pm

Location: Solon Rec Center, Portz
Parkway, Solon 44139

Cost: FREE

Contact: Jen Catri

(catriann@aol.com)

2/22 (MON) LITTLE TOTS SOCCER at PINNACLE
SPORTS

Children will learn various soccer skills, motor
development and coordination skills and social
development. This class is great for those who wish to
get started in soccer, but is also an introduction to any
kind of team sport. The goal is to make team sports an
enjoyable and positive experience. Best suited for kids
ages 3-5. This trip has no limit.

Date: Monday, February 22"

Time: 1:00pm

Location: Pinnacle Sports- 9550 Ravenna Road,
Twinsburg

Cost: $5.00 per child

Contact: Teri Kernicki (Iffizgud@gmail.com)

2/23 (TUES) CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN

Calling all pizza lovers! Come join us for a CP Kids
restaurant tour. We will have the restaurant to ourselves
as we are guided on a tour of the restaurant and the
kitchen! Once there the kids will get to make their own
pizza and watch while it bakes. We can then have lunch
together. Moms may order lunch also, moms to pay for
their lunch. Open to first 15 children.

Date: Tuesday, February 23"

Time: 9:15-10:15am

Location: Legacy Village, 25365 Cedar Rd., Lyndhurst,
OH 44124

Cost: FREE

Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com)

2/25 (THURS) POST HILL PONY RIDES
Wear your jeans and cowboy hats for a visit to Post Hill
Farm! Children will be divided into three groups, each
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will learn the basics of caring for a horse, brushing,
grooming and saddling. While another group works on
a horse word scramble or colors a picture of a pony. All
will take a pony ride. This trip is best suited to 3to 5
year olds. Please wear closed shoes. This trip is open
to 25 children.

Date: Thursday, February 25"

Time: 1:00pm

Location: 9718 Liberty Road, Twinsburg, Ohio 44087,
(330-425-4365)

Cost: $6.00 per child

Contact: Teri Kernicki (Iffizgud@gmail.com)

HELP WANTED!!

We are looking for someone to coordinate some Creative Expression field trips /
activities over the next few months. If you are interested, please contact
fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

We have added a section for you to record your fiel  d trips. This is for your records. You will still f ill out a
payment sheet at the General Meeting for any trips  that have a cost associated with them.

Name of trip: Date: #Adult/#Kids: Cost: T otal
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Solon Early Childhood PTA
34545 Blue Heron
Solon, OH 44139

We’re on the Web!
www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com

SECPTA News Article Submissions due
on the 20" of the month. Next articles
and ads are due:

JANUARY 20™

Please note submission requirements
have changed this year!

Please send your article in a Word file using
the Arial 10pt font. Please format how you
would like it to be seen in terms of bolding,
colors, etc. Feel free to attach photos, clip
art, etc. that you would like to go with it.

SECPTA News is a publication of the Solon
Early Childhood PTA.

Ellen McElroy
newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com




