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Dear SECPTA Family, 
 
The groundhog was certainly right with the prediction of 6 more weeks of winter. The daily fresh layer of snow 
continues to make me wonder when it will end. I am looking forward to the day the springtime bulbs emerge from 
the snowy winter we have had. Spring has always been my favorite time of year. I enjoy the change to the 
warmer weather and seeing the colors from the budding trees and flowers. It also begins the season of change 
for SECPTA. Thank you to the nominating committee (Katie Kaufman, Emily Johnson, Jacqueline Frederick, 
Rosie Kalika and Kelly Mordock) for their hard work on our 2010-2011 Executive Officer slate, which will be 
presented at the March general meeting and voted on at the April general meeting. Since SECPTA is a volunteer 
organization we always need volunteers…the new board will be filled by the President elect after the April 
meeting. 
  
Thank you to Heidi Mattlin for a successful Chinese New Year Party. From the Chinese dragon maze to the 
paper lantern craft and the tiger bounce house the kids had a great time. Did you take a fortune cookie? I heard 
one lucky SECPTA member’s fortune was ‘you will be a lucky winner at the SECPTA fundraiser’. Jennifer Toth 

Did you know this year alone... 
  

75% of all Field Trips were supplemented  by SECPTA 
and if you  include FREE TRIPS 

92% of Field Trips were FREE or at reduced cost ! 
AND 

we enjoy 2 FREE Parties , FREE  Egg Hunt  and FREE Coffee Club ! 
                                     

 AMAZING NUMBERS don't you think? 
  

I hope you can help next year be even better than this year by supporting  
the upcoming Fundraiser on March 20 2010 ; 

help set up on Friday March 19th, 
offer to volunteer at the event to sell raffle tickets, check people in, etc. 

 donate something for the raffle baskets 
or BUY your TICKET to the EVENT for only $35 

(email waysandmeans@solonearlychildhoodpta.com) . . 
  

all the field trips and parties would cost more tha n $35 
without SECPTA's financial support!  

  
 Over $10,000 in donated raffle items at the fundrai ser!  

  
Thanks for making SECPTA so incredible -  

Let's keep it incredible for many years to come! 
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General Meeting Info 
 
Mark your calendars for the 4th 
Tuesday of each month: 
 
March 23 
April 27 
May 25 
 
SECPTA meetings are held at Solon 
Community Center, 35000 Portz 
Parkway 
 
For more information on 
Programs, contact:  
 
 
Michelle Holmes 
programs@solonearlychildhoodpta.com  
 
 
 
 
 

����������	
������
���
��
���
�
����������������������
�������������������
��

��������	
���
	���	����	
�

���������	�
���
�	����������������	����
���������������������������������	����

	�������������	���	������������	����

���������� �������!���"#	��
$%�����������������&�����'��(�������)������*���+�
���� �

 
�
 

was a lucky winner of 2 tickets to the SECPTA fundraiser at the New Member social. Congratulations Jennifer! 
 
I would like to take a moment to talk about our upcoming fundraising event on March 20th and share some numbers 
for your consideration. The operating budget for SECPTA this year is roughly $35,000 (a 10% decrease). That is an 
impressive number for a volunteer organization and while a small portion of that is used for administration almost all 
of it is used for the programs of SECPTA. I have written about it several times and have heard it repeated in 
countless conversations…SECPTA is one of the most enriching and rewarding organizations available for families 
with young children. The opportunities created for our children to grow in a quality environment and for us as 
parents to build lasting relationships– to share our trials, tribulations, joys, and jubilations - are hard to quantify. But 
the reality of it is that without funds we would not be able to sustain the level of programming which we have come 
to enjoy and rely upon. Our income consists primarily of membership dues, token participation fees for some 
activities, t-ball/soccer, and this fundraising event. The fundraising event is the one by which we can have the most 
influence…the more who attend and the broader the participation rate will have a direct impact on the success of 
the evening. A successful evening will allow us to continue to provide the level of events which has become 
customary to our membership at a minimal cost to the participants. If you have not already purchased your tickets, 
please take a moment to review your calendar (March 20th from 7pm-11pm) and consider whether you can 
attend…either in person or in the form of a (tax deductable) donation.  Remember that this fundraiser is open to the 
public.  Invite your friends, neighbors and future SECPTA members. 
 
Thank you for supporting SECPTA. 
…………………….…………… 
Jody Halley 
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Babysitting services will be offered by the staff of My Gym Solon during the 
General Membership Meetings for all children who are one year, walking and 
older.  Your children can be dropped off adjacent to the SECPTA meeting room 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and stay until the conclusion of the meeting.  Advance 
reservations are needed for this babysitting service. Members are required to 
contact My Gym Solon at 440.914.9497 to secure your reservation. The 2010 
rate for babysitting is $5.00 per child per evening.  Please note that payment is 
non-refundable and is to be made in cash or check directly to My Gym at the 
time of the reservation. A small snack will be served to your child and the staff 
brings games and entertainment! Call early to reserve a spot for your child! 
 

 

Party Appetizers! 
 
Share your favorite appetizer with us at the March meeting!  Do you have a 
super quick recipe or maybe something that everyone wants the recipe for?  
No matter how simple, quick or fancy it is we hope you will sign up to 
bring it to our March meeting! 
  
hospitality@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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10 YEAR REUNION CELEBRATION & FUNDRAISER 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU to these VIP Business donors:  

 
Alpine Valley      American Hot Rod Racer 
American Bouncers        Canine University   
Cleaning Solutions     Cleveland Opera 
Creations by Carina     Donato’s Pizza – Solon 
Dr. Laura Adelman     Faber-Castell   
Fairfield Inn and Suites    Fish Furniture 
Force Indoor Sports     Gilmour Ice Arena 
Hilton Garden Inn Twinsburg   Homewood Suites by Hilton    
Honey Baked Ham     Initially to You 
Lake Metro Parks Nature & Recreation  Lia Sophia – Carol O. 
Lowe’s Greenhouse     McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood restaurant  
Panera Bread     Playmatters 
Powerhouse Gym fitness center   Sharron’s School of Dance 
Solon Massotherapy Associates   Solon Orthodontics 
Solon Recreation Department   Springhill Suites 
Sittercity.com     The Barkley Pet Hotel and day spa 
The Floor Show     The Pond 
Tiars and Treasures Parties   Walt Disney World 
Willow Salon, Megan Grippi 
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10 YEAR REUNION CELEBRATION & FUNDRAISER 
Sponsored by Doogan’s of Aurora 

 
 

Saturday, March 20th 
7 pm – 11 pm 

At the Solon VFW with a large dance floor and large bar! 
Cost: $35/person 

Contact Cindy at cindy.klotzman@gmail.com, Chrissy at kiki_osu@hotmail.com or Laura at 
bnredmond@hotmail.com for tickets  

or buy them at any Board or General Meeting 
 

This fundraiser is the main source of income for ou r organization and helps us do all the 
fabulous field trips, awesome parties and to have a mazing speakers at our meetings.  

Without a successful event our field trips would be  more expensive, 
the parties would not be so amazing without a signif icant price increase and 

we could not attract the amazing speakers that we do . 
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

 
Celebrate SECPTA’s 10 years of serving our community with a night filled with great friends, 

great music, great food from Doogan’s, great drinks and AWESOME RAFFLE ITEMS! 
 

You ask what the evening entails…. 
Unlimited beer, wine and soft drinks 

Live DJ 
Awesome Raffle baskets 

50/50 Raffle 
Balloon Raffle 

LARGE Cash  Raffle – 1 entry with every ticket purchased… 
An evening with adults PRICELESS! 

 
Here is a peak at some of the items we have: 

 
4 one-day Park Hopper Passes to Walt Disney World 

Panera Bread for a Year – one loaf a week! 
$100 to McCormick & Schmidt’s 

2 Level A Tickets to Opera Lucia Di Lammermoor 
2 - 1 yr. membership to Sittercity.com 

2 - $25 Solon Center for the Arts gift certificates 
 

Babysitting is available at My Gym from 6:30 – 10 pm, contact them directly.  This is a Parent 
Survival Night so it will be open to the public.  RESERVE YOUR SPACE EARLY! 

 
***Alumni attendees will be enrolled into a drawing for a special “Alumni-Only” raffle basket*** 

***Members who bring non-members will also be entered into a special raffle basket drawing*** 
 
 



 
Page 6 SECPTA NEWS �  March  2010 

SECPTA Joins Gift Card Fundraising 
Program 
 
SECPTA has enrolled with Great Lakes Scrip 
Center (GLSC) as part of a program that allows 
non-profit organizations to raise funds through 
the regular shopping habits of its members. 
Money made from our enrollment with GLSC 
will help fund the ongoing needs of SECPTA. 
 
This program allows SECPTA members to 
purchase “scrip” (think gift cards) for everyday 
needs like food, gasoline, clothing, home 
improvement and entertainment.  Through GLSC 
and discounts offered by more than 600 retailers, 
SECPTA earns a percentage for each dollar of 
scrip purchased.   
 
What Is Scrip? 
 
Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute 
money” -- in other words, using scrip is akin to 
purchasing with a gift certificate or gift card.  
Many popular retailers participate in the GLSC 
scrip program including Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, Sam’s 
Club, Borders, Macy’s, P.F. Chang’s, Pizza Hut, 
Best Buy, Toys-R-Us, Home Depot, Shell, BP 
and Giant Eagle.     
 
How Does SECPTA Raise Funds Through 
GLSC? 
 
GLSC participating retailers agree to sell gift 
cards to SECPTA at a discount.  Members and 
families of SECPTA buy the scrip (gift cards) for 
full face value and redeem them at face value, 
allowing SECPTA to keep the percentage 
difference.   
 
The ease and benefit of scrip is that you put your 
regular household shopping dollars to work. You 
earn money for SECPTA without spending a 
single additional penny or making an out-of-
pocket donation.  Scrip can be used for just about 
any household purchase including food, clothing, 
entertainment, gasoline, home improvement and 
even dining out. 

 
How Do I Use Scrip? 
 
You use scrip just like you would a gift card.  
Present your scrip at the cash register and it is 
redeemed by the retailer at full value.  Through 
GLSC, you can buy scrip gift cards for more than 
600 stores.   
How Do I Obtain Scrip? 
 
Ordering scrip is easy.  You can purchase scrip 
online, directly through GLSC, or you can obtain 
scrip through SECPTA.   
When you order scrip online, you enter 
SECPTA’s organization ID number so we get 
credit for the transaction.  Generally, orders 
submitted before 1:00 PM (Eastern) are shipped 
the following business day.  All orders are 
shipped via FedEx and your orders are insured 
by GLSC while in transit and a signature is 
required upon delivery. Our organization ID 
number is 4405420005.   
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If you don’t want to order online, SECPTA  
will be making weekly scrip purchases.  If you 
tell us the retailer and the amount, and provide 
the money for the purchase, we’ll handle the 
ordering for you. 
For scrip orders, payment must be received before 
the gift cards are released for shipment. Most 
GLSC customers choose an electronic fund 
transfer to speed payment and delivery of orders.  
For your regular or repeat shopping needs, you 
can reload your scrip online and avoid the 
hassle of purchasing and accumulating new gift 
cards. 
 
**We will also be doing large scrip purchases at 
several meetings. 
 
Who Is Great Lakes Scrip Center? 
 
You may be wondering who GLSC is and 
whether the fundraising program is reliable.  
Here’s what we’ve learned:   

·  GLSC was founded in 1994 by two families.  
Since 2003, GLSC has operated as a 
Michigan limited liability company with its 
corporate offices located in Western 
Michigan.  

·  Since 1994, GLSC has helped retailers ring 
up more nearly $4 billion dollars in sales 
while raising more than $220 million for 
non-profit organizations. 

·  GLSC serves more than 14,000 non-profit 
organizations across the US.  

More information on GLSC and a complete list of 
participating retailers can be obtained online at 
www.glscrip.com. 

Chrissy Mercer looks forward to speaking with 
you to answer any questions you have about this 
fundraising program.  Catch me at a meeting or 
give me a call at 440-542-0005. 
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 Monday, March 22nd “Remember Me” 
Solon Cinema 
Cost: $5.00 
TBD 
 
In the romantic drama Remember Me, Robert Pattinson 
plays Tyler, a rebellious young man in New York City 
who has a strained relationship with his father (Pierce 
Brosnan) ever since tragedy separated their family. 
Tyler didn’t think anyone could possibly understand 
what he was going through until the day he met Ally 
(Emilie de Ravin) through an unusual twist of fate. Love 
was the last thing on his mind, but as her spirit 
unexpectedly heals and inspires him, he begins to fall 
for her. Through their love, he begins to find happiness 
and meaning in his life. But soon, hidden secrets are 
revealed, and the circumstances that brought them 
together slowly threaten to tear them apart.”Remember 
Me” is an unforgettable story about the power of love, 
the strength of family, and the importance of living 
passionately and treasuring every day of one’s life. 
 
Coming Soon: 
April 12 th The Last Song  
May 24th Letters to Juliet 
June 7 th Sex in the City 2 
July 26 th Dinner for Schmuck 
August 16 th Eat, Pray, Love                                                        
 
 
Thursday, April 8th 80’s Night 
Blue Canyon  
www.bluecanyonrestaurant.com   

8960 Wilcox Drive                                
Twinsburg, OH 44087 
330-486-2583 
Time-7:30 
Ladies' Night Special-  
 Karaoke and trivia contests with prizes!  
*$4 glasses of wine, $2 domestic beers, $3 import 
beers, $4 select cocktails  
*$5 and $8 small bite 
 R.S.V.P by 3/31  
                

 
Spring into 
Wellness Mom’s Night Out 
A pampered mom is 
a happy mom! 
  
May 6th, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Cost: $14.00 
Insight Learning & Wellness Center 
25901 Emery Road (just north of Solon) 
 
  
Join us at Insight Wellness Center and experience 
a night dedicated to pampering and re-energizing 
you!  Insight is dedicated to helping individuals 
become healthier in mind, body and spirit.  
SECPTA moms will enjoy tasty and healthy 
appetizers, experience wellness treatments and 
learn how you can work the laws of attraction to get 
more out of life.   
  
 After sampling wellness 
services such as chair massage, reiki (provides 
relaxation, positive energy) and reflexology (foot 
massage), we’ll get a taste of Insight’s “Living the 
Light” course designed to help you focus on your 
dreams.  Based on the Oprah book club selection 
and movie “The Secret,” Living the Light teaches 
you how to utilize the laws of attraction that are 
already in place in your life, and work them to your 
advantage. It’s designed to help you realize your 
goals, find and release the blockages in your way 
and provide support in getting where you want to 
be, whether it’s career goals, happier relationships 
or weight loss.   
 
Limited to 15 people 
                   
…………………….…………. 
Amy Berman 
momsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

 
10 YEAR REUNION 

CELEBRATION & FUNDRAISER 
 

Saturday, March 20 th 
7 pm – 11 pm 

At the Solon VFW with a large dance 
floor and large bar! 
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Hello SECPTA Families!  Have you been wondering what's 
going on with the Babysitting Co-Op?  Wondering how it 
works?  Can I really get an experienced babysitter for free?  
Come get the answers to your questions at one of our 
meetings.  We have a meeting the third Tuesday of each 
month.  If you are interested in learning more about this 
group, please join us! 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
 

March 16, 2010 at 8:00 PM at Nadine Otterman's home 
April 20, 2010 at 8:00 PM at Christine Liebson's home 

 
Please RSVP to 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com if you 
plan to attend. 
 
…………………….……….. 
Emily Johnson 
babysittingcoop@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Coming in May…  
 
Insight Wellness Center 
Fitness that’s Fun & Enlightening 
Yin Yang Fitness with Tae Kwon Do/Pilates & Qi Gong 
 
Date TBD 
Insight Learning & Wellness Center, 25901 Emery Road 
 
Learn self-defense techniques along with fun new ways of working out!  Insight Wellness will teach us some moves 
from two ancient arts that we can use to work up a sweat, defend ourselves and release energy.  To blend the 
serene and calming methods of Qi Gong with empowering Tae Kwon Do is truly a yin yang approach to fitness.  This 
exciting intro class will introduce the best of two ancient eastern arts.   
 
Tae Kwon Dois a dynamic fitness activity that builds all over total body strength, stamina and endurance. TKD 
emphasizes core building exercises with tremendous benefits in strengthening back muscles and increasing balance 
and confidence.  For women, there are important self defense benefits. Additionally, the increased flexibility one 
gains with Tae Kwon Do is a great advantage in retaining an ageless body and the Zen-like philosophy results in 
inner as well as outer strength.  
 
Qi Gong is an ancient exercise that cultivates internal energy and can be a very effective way to promote healing 
and maintain good health.  This soothing practice often uses slow graceful movements and controlled breathing 
techniques to promote circulation, balance energy and enhance overall health.  
 
…………………….…………. 
Christine Hales 
fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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Dads and Kids -- Let's Hit the Alley!  
 
It's time to find your wrist support, polish your 16 pound 
Brunswick, and iron your gutterball t-shirt.  Dad's are beating the 
weather and going bowling with the kids.   
 
Join us Saturday, March 27th from 10 a.m. to noon at the Solon 
Freeway Lanes.on 33185 Bainbridge Road.  We will set up gutter 
bumpers for the little ones.   
 
SECPTA to provide pizza and drinks.   
 
RSVP to dadsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
or call Doug at 440/542-0019. 
 

…………………….…………. 
Doug Jones 
dadsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECPTA NEWS �  March  2010 Page 12 

���������	
 �
�

 
Shout it out and spread the word.  SECPTA is 10!   
 
Have you had a chance to sign up for one of our fabulous events?  If not, check out the registration forms in the 
newsletter and on the website for one of these dates: 
 
Sunday April 25, 2010 from 12:30-3:30 at The Pond in Auburn (9999 E. Washington Street).  There will be a small 
non-refundable fee of $5.00 per guest ages 3 and over.    This fee covers our exclusive use of the ice skating facility 
plus skate rental for all ages.  Hope you can join us.  It is not just “an ice skating party”.  This is truly a unique event 
and a “once in a SECPTA lifetime opportunity”.  The event goes beyond the rink with a bounce house, a DJ, balloon 
artistry, face painting, crafts, “tot lot”, and of course cake! Flower Clown will be performing his magic show at 2:30 
pm.  Tickets will be emailed with receipt of payment and will be collected at the door the day of the event.  You will 
need to print out the ticket and bring it to the event.  
  
Sunday June 27, 2010 during normal park hours at Wildwater Kingdom.  SECPTA has been given a group rate for 
this date only.  Tickets for persons ages 3 – 61 and 48” and taller cost $18.29.  Tickets for persons ages 3 – 61 and 
under 48” or are age 62 and older are $12.00.  Tickets will be mailed prior to the event with receipt of payment.  
Refunds will only be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010.  If you plan on being a season ticket holder, we still 
would like to know if you are attending.  
 
  
Look forward to seeing you soon at one of these great events! 
 
…………………….…………. 
celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

10 YEAR REUNION CELEBRATION & FUNDRAISER 
 
Looking for another way YOU can SUPPORT SECPTA 
 ...here are a few items we are looking for in order to complete some 
baskets....and remember any gift you make is tax deductable to you!   
Contact Sue Boggs, csdbog@yahoo.com or 330-998-6144 for any more 
information or if you have questions.  Of course, if you have a great 
basket idea we would love to hear from you! 
  
Lottery Tickets - scratch off and win or anything else - who doesn't love 
a chance for free money! 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad giftcard/tickets 
Beer - 6 packs of micro breweries or speciality beers 
Wine 
Party Cooler/Bucket - use to hold and drinks 
Gift cards to Walmart, Target, and party supply stores 
Kitchen Items: cookbooks, cool tools, serving plate etc. 
Restaurant Gift Cards 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What  :  SECPTA Celebration Event 
Who   :  All SECPTA families (current and alum) 
Where:  The Pond, 9999 E. Washington Street, Auburn 
When :  Sunday April 25th from 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Why   :  SECPTA is 10 years old! 
Cost   :  $5.00 for ages 3 and up including adults.  This small fee covers the expense of renting the facility 
and the entertainment to be provided at the event as well as ice skating and skate rental.  No refunds will be 
given for this event.  Tickets will be emailed and must be brought to the event to enter.   
 
To register, please return the form and a check for the appropriate amount payable to SECPTA by April 11, 
2010 to: 
 
 Rosie Kalika 
            37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road 
 Solon, OH   44139 
 
Registration forms and payment will be accepted at all board and regular meetings.  If you have any 
questions, please contact celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 
 
 

****Registration for the Pond***** 
 
Family Name:    ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:             ___________________________________________________ 

                           ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:    ____________________________________________________ 
 
Adults attending                               ____________  x $5.00 = ____________________ 

Children age 2 and under attending ____________  x $0.00 = ____________________ 

Children age 3 and over attending   ____________  x $5.00 = ____________________ 

   Total            ____________                  _______________ 
 
********************************************************************************* 
Date Received____________     Check Number __________    Amount paid___________     
Initials______ 
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What  :  SECPTA Celebration Event 
Who   :  All SECPTA families (current and alum) 
Where:  Wild Water Kingdom - 1100 Squires Road  Aurora, OH 44202 
When :  Sunday June 27th during normal park hours 
Why   :  SECPTA is 10! 
Cost   :  Group Rate of $18.29 for persons ages 3 - 61 and 48” and taller  
              Group Rate of $12.99 for persons ages 3 - 61, under 48” or age 62 and older.   
Tickets will be mailed prior to the event.  Refunds will only be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010.  
If you are a season ticket holder, we still need to know if you are attending. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
To register, please return the form and a check for the appropriate amount payable to SECPTA by May 31, 
2010 to: 
 
 Rosie Kalika 
 37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road 
 Solon, OH   44139 
 
Registration forms and payment will be accepted at all board and regular meetings.  If you have any 
questions, please contact celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com. 
 
 

****Registration for Wild Water Kingdom***** 
 
Family Name:    ______________________________________________________ 
Address:            _______________________________________________________ 
                          _______________________________________________________ 
Email Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
Phone:                _______________________________________________________ 
 
Persons over 48” attending (ages 3-61)    _________   x $18.29 =  ___________________ 

Persons under 48” attending (ages 3-61)  _________   x $12.99 =  ___________________ 

Persons ages 62+                                       _________   x $12.99 =  ___________________ 

Persons with season tickets attending        _________   x $0.00 =  ____________________     

          Total           _________                     ____________________ 

*************************************************************************** 
 
Date Received____________     Check Number __________    Amount paid___________     Initials____
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Chalk up another one in the fun column for SECPTA!  Whoa!   
 
It seems like a fun time was had by all as our wee ones jumped on a tiger tummy, dug for buried chocolate coins, 
admired balloon creations, and dared to climb into a dragon’s mouth and belly.   
 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to all 175 of you who were able to join in SECPTA’s Chinese New Year party 
last month.   
 
Big Thank You’s also go to Swifty the Clown and Awesome Inflatables for providing our entertainment as well as all 
those who made the party a success by putting in some extra time to help with the creations, setup and cleanup:  
Sue Boggs, Jody Halley, Charmaine Jones, Emily Johnson, Katie Kaufman and my family.   
 
A special thank you goes to the little helping hands of Sue Boggs and Jody Halley who tested all areas of the party, 
excitedly asked “is there another job I can do?” and patiently waited the countdown to be the first to crawl through 
the dragon.   
 
If you weren’t able to participate in this party, no worries, SECPTA has so much more in store for the year.  Check 
out the other sections for further details.  Hope to see you soon at another SECPTA function.   
 

������
 �
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April  
 

Friday April 2nd 10:30-12:00 
Twinsburg Library 

 
Coffee Club teams up with Field Trips for a favorite SECPTA event-the 
annual egg hunt!  See the field trip section for more details.   
 

Monday April 26th 10:00-11:15 
Location TBD 
 

Celebrate Earth Day with Tess from Abrakidabble.  Tess the Trash Lady 
teaches recycling in a fun and educational way. With surprising puppetry, 
comedy magic, storytelling and music the program will tell children, in a 
language they can understand, simple concepts of the importance of 
recycling and how they can make a difference for our planet. 
 
Sign ups occur at the monthly meetings and space is limited. 
 
…………………….…………. 
Amanda Bellan 
coffeeclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
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…………………….……….. 
Angel Keefe 
service@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

Let the spring cleaning and donating begin!  This is a great time of year to 
grab the kids and talk about all the great things that happen in the spring while 
having them help you clean out their toy bins and closets!  There are still 
plenty of great opportunities to assist Service this year through easy donations 
and participation in some upcoming events. 
 
Spring cleaning is great way to make a huge difference for some of our 
Service projects!  We are still looking for some of the following items: 
 
Stuffed animals, books and blankets (new or gently used) 
We are continuing our support of Project Night Night!  Even if you are unable 
to sign up for the Service project in March, this great organization still needs 
our donation assistance!  Service will collect any donations for this great 
cause at any meeting.  So, clean out those kids’ rooms and closets and see 
what you have to donate!!  Every item makes a huge difference to the less 
fortunate children that receive these packages! 
 
Pennies!! 
Actually, we are looking for pennies and any other cash!  Our goal for the 
“Pennies for Preston’s Hope” project is $500.  If our organization can donate 
$500 by the May 2010 fieldtrip, we will be able to have a plaque with 
SECPTA’s name on it included forever in the playground.  At this point, we 
have about $40.  Service is opening up the donations to any amount: so keep 
saving your pennies, dimes, quarters and dollar bills and bring them to a 
Board or General meeting.  If every member can donate about $3, we might 
make it �  
 
A pending Service opportunity:  
Service is working to set up a wonderful opportunity for our children to help 
plant some trees and celebrate Arbor Day.  More details to follow! 
 
 
Be sure to check the Service section of the newsletter each month for more 
details about upcoming events and item donation opportunities.  Service is 
available to collect any of the above-mentioned collection items at all Board 
and General meetings.  Please contact Service with any additional ideas for 
projects for 2010.  Thanks again to all who have made our Service projects 
such an awesome success this year! 
 
 

������� 
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 It is not too early to be thinking about gift ideas for Mother’s Day and Bridal Shower gifts.  How about a SECPTA 
cookbook? We can even add to your gift with some handy cooking utensil and kitchenware.  Contact Jody Halley 
(sjthalley@yahoo.com) to purchase your cookbook for only $10 and cookbook basket for just $20. 
 
Try this family pleasing recipe… 
 
Fettuccine  
1 (4 oz) chicken per person   salt 
1 (8 oz) fettuccine noodles   pepper 
1 pint whipping cream    garlic 
1 T sour cream 
 
Brown chicken and slice or cube. Cook noodles according to package. Heat whipping cream stirring frequently 
until thickened. Add salt, pepper and garlic to taste. Add sour cream at the very end. Mix all together and serve.  
 
Enjoy! 
 

��� ��

���� 

 

March Event  
 
Cooking With Julia - Book Club & Cooking Club 
Combined Event 
 
We will be making a classic Julia Child quiche while we 
"dish" about Julie & Julia. 
 

DATE & TIME: March 24, 2010 
LOCATION:  Eileen Anderson-Fye’s home 
COST:  Attendees will be responsible for making a 
dish ahead of time and bringing it the night of the 
event. 
 
RSVP:  bookclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com or 
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

 

 
 
We had a great time making chocolate treats for 
Valentine's Day. Thanks again to Stacie Baker for 
graciously hosting this event. 
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Wonder what you might be able to win 
at the 10 Year Reunion Celebration on 
March 20th?   
 
Here is just a small sneak peak: 
  
·  Walt Disney World - 4 Park Hopper 

Passes 
·  Princess Party - a visit from a Disney 

Princess, cards and cake from 
Creations by Carina 

·  Panera Bread for a Year - a loaf a 
week for a year 

·  Party at the Force Indoor Sports -  
birthday party for 20 complete with  
party Counselor, and more! 

·  Romantic Night Away -  
hotel, dinner, massages, pizza(for the 
kids!), sittercity.com membership 

 
and so much more - bowling, pet care, 
skating, food, and more!!!! 
 

 
…………………….……….. 
Patty Owens 
cookingclub@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP 
POLICIES 
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SIGN-UP POLICY:  

Field trip sign-ups are FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE.  
Sign-ups will be accepted in the following order: 

BOARD MEETINGS:  

As a privilege for attending the Board Meetings, sign-
ups will be made available to members at monthly 
board meetings starting at 7:30pm. Sign ups will 
conclude at 8:00pm at the start of the Board Meeting.  

GENERAL MEETNGS: 

Sign-ups will begin at each General Meeting at 
6:30pm. You will reserve your spot and make 
payment at the Field Trips table via cash or check.  
For those events requiring payment, a reservation is 
not confirmed until payment is received.  

THEREAFTER, you may sign up by contacting 
(preferably by email) the designated Field Trips 
Coordinator for each particular field trip.  Once you 
have confirmed a reservation, please send payment 
to our treasurer, Rosie Kalika, payable to SECPTA.  
Payment must be received prior to the event date.  
Please note that no one is officially signed up until his 
or her name is on the sign-up form and payment is 

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES 
 ����������
 �
 
Welcome SECPTA Adventurers!!!! 
 
Do I dare say it?!?!? Spring is right around the corner and I think we all cannot wait for its arrival!!!�  We will start 
to head back outside in hopes of warmer weather in April. Come join us for some great outdoors activities as well 
as some indoor fun as well!!!  
 
Please come with us as we share fun times and laughs on our many scheduled outings. Field trips are an 
awesome way to experience new things, stay busy with your little ones and meet lots of other SECPTA friends, all 
without putting a big dent in your wallet. Most of our trips are subsidized and many of our trips are free!! If you 
have any questions, comments or any suggestions for field trips please contact me.  
 
NOTE: To hopefully make life easier, we have added a section to the end of the field trips portion of the newsletter 
to record the trips you sign up for. Because you have to turn in your payment sheet with your payment, I often see 
people scrambling to write down their trips on a scrap piece of paper or whatever else they can find. I thought this 
might help everyone to have a spot in the newsletter to record your trips. Just remember to take any off if they are 
full!!!! �   
 

 …………………….…….. 
Julie Seitz 
fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 

received. The treasurer has no access to these forms, 
and does not sign members up for field trips via mail.  

 

PAYMENT POLICY: 

Payments for field trips will be handled at the same 
time as sign ups. Sign up payment sheets will always 
be available at the Field Trip table. To expedite the 
sign up process, please take a form when you get in 
line. You will only need to write down the field trips that 
are not free. We recommend not writing your check 
until your trips are confirmed in case one is full. 

 

WAITING LIST POLICY: 

The Field trips Committee will make their best effort to 
accommodate all members who have an interest in 
attending Field trips in one or more of the following 
ways:  

WAITING LISTS CREATED - Waiting lists will be 
created for all “full” field trips. Members will be 
contacted if spots become available.  

INCREASING TICKET NUMBERS - If there is an 

IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP POLICIES 
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overwhelming demand for a particular field trip, the 
committee will make their best effort to accommodate 
members by increasing the tickets/spots available.  
Please understand that some field trips have a limited 
amount of space/tickets available, and an increase may 
not be possible.  

ADDITIONAL DATES SCHEDULED - If there is an 
overwhelming demand for a particular field trip, the field 
trips committee will make their best effort to schedule 
additional dates if possible.  

 

CANCELLATION POLICY:  

In order to minimize SECPTA's expense for "No-
Shows", and out of courtesy to your fellow SECPTA 
members, if you are signed up for a field trip and know 
in advance that you are unable to attend, it is imperative 
that you contact the designated Field trip Planner via 
email or telephone, at least 24 hours prior to the event 
so we can fill your spot with another member.  

Attendance will be taken at all Field Trips.  No 
refunds/credits will be given for “no-shows” who have 
not given proper notification of cancellation.   

 

ILLNESS POLICY:  

Children and/or parents should not attend any 
SECPTA events if they exhibit any of the following 
symptoms:  

Diarrhea more than once within 24 hours of the 
event; Severe coughing; Difficult or rapid breathing; 

Yellowish skin or eyes; redness of the eye or eyelid 
including discharge, eye pain, matted eyelashes, 
burning or itching; Temperature of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher; Infected skin patches; Unusual 
spots or rashes; Unusually dark urine and/or gray or 
white stools; Stiff neck with an elevated temperature; 
Sore throat or difficulty swallowing; Vomiting within 
24 hours of the event; Evidence of untreated lice; 
Scabies, or other parasitic infestations. 

 

LOOKING FOR NEW IDEAS 

Our Committee is continually looking for new ideas 
for field trips.  If you have any leads for future events, 
please call or email me 
(fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com). Your help is 
always appreciated!!    

 

APRIL  FIELD TRIPS  

We may have a few more field trips in store for April, 
trying to set up something at Chick Fil A!!!  Please check 
your SECPTA memos for detailed information. Sign ups 
will be at the March General meeting!!!!!!! 
 

4/5 (MON) AURORA SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

Back by popular demand, we will be attending a special 
music class at the Aurora School of Music. Come learn 
with Vera Holczer-Rao an accomplished pianist/teacher. 
She will be teaching the kids some fine points of music 
and basic piano keys. You will be amazed at what your 
children will learn in a short period of time. They have 
offered us 2 special exclusive SECPTA times:  10:00am 
for the 3 to 4 year olds and 11:00am for the 4 to 5 year 
olds. These are recommended age ranges so that Ms. 
Vera can customize the class to the children’s ages. 
Each class will last about 45 minutes. This trip is open 
to 15 children per class. 
 

Date: Monday, April 5th  
Time: 10:00am for 3 to 4 year olds and 11:00am for 4 
to 5 year olds 
Location: Aurora School of Music:  211 South 
Chillicothe Road; Aurora 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Teri Kernicki (lfizgud@gmail.com) 

 

4/8 (THURS) CHUCK E CHEESE 

You are invited to a Chuck E Cheese lunch party!  
Your children will have a blast as they enjoy the rides, 
play some games, and enjoy a show from Chuck E 
Cheese and his friends.  You will have a chance to visit 
with other SECPTA Moms and Dads as they play.  
Each child receives 2 slices of pizza, a drink, and 16 
tokens. Open to first 25 children. 
 

Date: Thursday, April 8th  
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Chuck E Cheese, Mayfield Road in the 
Golden Gate Plaza, Mayfield Heights 
Cost: $4.00 per child (adults have to pay for 
themselves but SECPTA may spring for a pie or two) 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com) 

 
4/10 (SAT) PLANTS AND ME AT THE CLEVELAND 
BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Plants surround us in our daily life. The clothes we 
wear, the food we eat, and even the chairs we sit in 
come from plants. Investigate the diversity of plant-use 
in our lives. This investigation takes place outside in 
fall, spring or summer. Each child will be able to pot a 
plant to take home. Weather and time permitting, they 
will try to have a butterfly release for us at 2pm. 
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ETIQUETTE CLASS 

Our young ladies and gentlemen will learn the proper 
way to meet people, use eye contact, shake hands, 
introduce themselves and use polite words and 
phrases.  They will also learn proper table manners, 
beginning with setting the table the correct way and 
the proper use of silverware (fresh fruit will be 
served).  Also taught are the Do's and Don'ts of 
Dining and finally wrapping up with why Thank You 
notes are important. Grown-ups will learn how to use 
effective, positive reinforcement so these new skills 
are practiced every day. Dress: Girls skirts or dresses. 
Boys-dress shirts and slacks, No jeans please. This 
trip is open to the first 10 children, 4 and older. 
 

Date: Monday, April 19th  
Time: 4:00-5:00pm 
Location: Solon Library, Large Meeting Room 
Cost: $6.00 per child 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 

 

4/20 (TUES) “FUN, FACT OR FICTION” AT THE 
SOLON CENTER FOR THE ARTS  

An Intro to Theatre for Preschoolers, The Columbus 
Children's Theatre presents Fun, Fact or Fiction, a 
lively and interactive theatre presentation. The 
material is written by grade school children and 
performed by adult actors. This show is for children 
ages 2 and up and is open to a maximum of 25 
people per show.  
 

Date: Tuesday, April 20th  
Time: 9:30am (we will add the 10:45am show if 9:30 
fills) 
Location: Solon Center for the Arts 
Cost: $2.00 per tickets (adults and children must 
have ticket) 
Contact: Teri Kernicki (lfizgud@gmail.com) 

 

Date: Saturday, April 10th  
Time: 1:00-2:15pm 
Location: Cleveland Botanical Gardens 
Cost: $10.00 per adult and 1 child (additional children 
are $2.50; additional adults are $7.50) There is a 
parking fee. 
Contact: Katie Piccirillo (ktrillo@yahoo.com) 

 

4/10 (SAT) HEINEN’S COOKING SCHOOL 

Come join us at Heinen's in Lander Circle as our 
children get to experience cooking school!!!  It's going 
to be Spring themed baking, probably make and 
decorate your own cupcakes. This trip is open to 12 
children 3 to 5 years old.  
 

Date: Saturday, April 10th  
Time:  4:00-5:30pm 
Location: Heinen’s, Lander Circle 
Cost: $15 per child 
Contact: Eileen Anderson-Fye 
(andersonfye@gmail.com) 

 

4/16 (FRI) SPRINGTIME ON THE FARM AT LAKE 
FARMPARK 

Pack a lunch and join us at Lake Farmpark as we learn 
about Springtime on the Farm!!  Children discover 
springtime lambs, potato or sunflower planting, sheep 
herding, horse or machine power on the farm, cow 
milking, and piglet & chicken encounters. It is a 
wonderful experience for the children, and adults as 
well!! 
 

Date: Friday, April 16th  
Time: 9:30-12:30pm 
Location: Lake Metroparks Farmpark, 8800Chardon 
Rd., Kirtland, 44094 
Cost: $2.00 per person  
Contact: Jen Dupan (Jennifer@dupan.com) 

 

4/17 (SAT) SENSATIONAL STRINGS AT 
SEVERANCE HALL 

PNC Musical Rainbows are the perfect way to educate 
children about orchestral instruments.  You'll enjoy 
watching your kids as they sing, clap, laugh and learn 
during the performance. Designed for children 3-6yrs, 
approx 40min of family-friendly tunes.  We have 
purchased 25 tickets. 
 

Date: Saturday, April 17th  
Time: 11:00-12:00pm 
Location:  11001 Euclid Ave. Cleveland,OH 44106 
(Reinberger Chamber Hall at Severence Hall) 
Cost: $5.00 per ticket (all must have a ticket) 
Contact: Jen Catri (catriann@aol.com) 
 

4/19 (MON) PLEASE PASS THE MANNERS – AN 

�������������������� �

4/2 SECPTA EGG HUNT 

Look for Creative Expressions at the Egg Hunt at 
the Twinsburg Library!!!!!!! Heidi Mattlin has 
graciously agreed to help us out with a craft. 

 

Look for another fantastically fun Creative 
Expressions event in May also!!!! 

 



4/21 (WED) CLEVELAND METROPARKS ZOO  

The Cleveland Metroparks Zoo is home to the largest 
collection of primate species in North America, among 
its 3000 animals representing more than 600 species. 
And, the Zoo is a botanical garden, demonstrating the 
relationship between plants, animals and humans. 
Come join us as we explore this wonderful zoo! There 
is a playground located near the Primate Cat & 
Aquatics Building and coolers and picnic baskets are 
allowed on Zoo grounds, so plan on spending a good 
part of the day here!!  
 

Date: Wednesday, April 21st  
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Cleveland Metroparks Zoo (meet at Main 
gate by ticket booths by 9:50am so tickets can be 
purchased for non-zoo members) 
Cost: Zoo members FREE; Non members - $8.00 per 
adult and $4.00 per child 2-11 (under 2 is free) 
Contact:  Julie Seitz (jaseitz@Hotmail.com) 

 

4/30 (FRI) AURORA FARMS DUCK POND 

Come out and feed our friends coming back from a 
long winter in the South! We will provide the duck food 
and a small snack for the kids! After feeding the ducks, 
head over to the playground to burn some energy, and 
if you get lucky enough, maybe get some shopping 
done! This is a great chance to get outside and 
hopefully some of that warm Spring weather will be with 
us! Please come dressed to be outside! 
 

When: Friday, April 30th  
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Where: Aurora Farms (we will meet at gazebo by duck 
pond) 
Time: 10:30am 
Cost: FREE 
Contact: Julie Seitz (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 

 
 
We will be taking sign ups for this very popular 
event at the March Board and General 
Meeting…. 
 
5/23 (SUN) LAKE COUNTY CAPTAINS BASEBALL 
GAME!!!!! 
 
“Take me out to the ballgame!” Come join us as we cheer 
on our Lake County Captains. This will be a great day to 
enjoy a Sunday with family and SEPCTA friends alike!!  
Tickets will be available for pick up at the April meeting. 
We have reserved 100 tickets for this game.  
 

When: Sunday, May 23rd   
Where: Classic Park; located on Rte.91 just north of 
Rte. 2 
Time: Game time is 1:00 pm    Come early for the pre-
game festivities 
Cost: $5.00 per person (adults and children) 
Contact: Julie Seitz  (jaseitz@hotmail.com) 

 

We have added a section for you to record your field trips. This is for your records. You will still fill 
out a payment sheet at the General Meeting for any trips that have a cost associated with them.  
  
Name of trip:   Date:     #Adult/#Kids:  Cost:    Total: 
  
___________________________________________________________________________________                                                     
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                       
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________      
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                          
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
  
____________________________________________________________________________________                                         
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Solon Early Childhood PTA  
34545 Blue Heron 
Solon, OH    44139 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com 

SECPTA News Article Submissions 
due on the 20th of the month.  Next 
articles and ads are due: 
 

MARCH  20TH 
 
Please note submission requirements 
have changed this year!   
Please send your article in a Word file 
using the Arial 10pt font.  Please format 
how you would like it to be seen in terms 
of bolding, colors, etc. Feel free to attach 
photos, clip art, etc. that you would like 
to go with it.  
SECPTA News is a publication of the 
Solon Early Childhood PTA.  
 
…………………….……….. 
Ellen McElroy 
newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com 
 
 

 


