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Solon Early Childhood PTA

Dear SECPTA Family,

It is hard to believe that another SECPTA year comes to a close. What an experience this year has been for me
and my family. We have gotten to know new families to the area, had a few small world encounters, and had some
great experiences. A HUGE thank you to Scott, Trevor and Taryn for your patience, flexibility and sharing me with
the SECPTA family.

Thank you to the Board members for giving their time to SECPTA, coming up with creative programming for all to
enjoy and experience and thinking out of the box. This year would not have been successful without you...Shetal
Patel, AmyTomarchio, Nicole Lieber, Peggy Zand, Emily Johnson, Stacie Baker, Heidi Mattlin, Amy Rothenfeld,
Amanda Bellan, Patty Owens, Doug Jones, Julie Seitz, Christine Hales, Charmaine Jones, Stacy Esper, Katie
Kaufman, Sue Boggs, Danielle Rodgers, Amy Berman, Ellen McElroy, Tina Laslo, Jennifer Catri, Jennifer Arth,
Sarah Coyne, Christa Bomeli, Carol Olszewski, Angel Keefe, Andrea Burland, Laura Redmond, Cindy Klotzman,
Mark Olszewski, Jessica Bryan and Rose Giallanza.

Thank you to the Executive Board...Michelle Holmes, Carina Schnitter, Chrissy Mercer, Betsy Donnelly, Melissa
Fitzgerald and Rosie Kalika your forward thinking and dedication to SECPTA. This year has been a non-stop,
exciting one. Definitely one for the books!

Our year of celebration would not be complete without thanking Heidi Mattlin, Amy Rothenfeld, Nicole Lieber, Jill
Miller, Nicole Canitano, Katie Kaufman and Sue Boggs for planning some fabulous ways to celebrate SECPTA’s
10 years.

What would a year be without reviewing the number...

8 the new playgroups with 32 SECPTA members

12 the number of families we helped in the Solon Park apartment fire

20 the number of SECPTA babies born this year

25 the number of Picnic Pals available last summer

38 the number of Helping Hands meals made by our members this year

45 the number of no sew blankets made for Project Night Night

64 the number of baskets raffled at the 10 year Celebration and Reunion Fundraiser
96 the number of holiday gifts given to 11 children in 4 families that SECPTA adopted this year
100 the number of families that attended Coffee Clubs

148 the number of field trips that were available to our members

223 the number of members who attended outings/interests events

280 the number of sits requested in the Babysitting Co-op

397 the number of members who attended the 8 programs SECPTA offered

500 the number of eggs used at the Egg Hunt

Countless  the number of volunteer hours our members logged this year!
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Thank you to all of you for your involvement and membership in SECPTA. This year | have seen what SECPTA can
do for a member, a family and a community. It is a phenomenal organization, capable of great things. | hope you will
join us in continuing to make SECPTA the organization it is today. We need you to serve on SECPTA'’s board and
committees to make next year a great year for our children.

See you in August!

Jody Halley
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

May 25 A Decade of SECPTA — The Celebration

Join us, past and present members of SECPTA, as we celebrate our 10 year anniversary. At this final meeting in
the Year of Celebration we will take a look back at the last 10 years of SECPTA and celebrate all we have
accomplished this past year. Come and join us for fun, celebration and food! Following a brief business meeting at
7pm where we will meet next year’s board, we will have our program. After our program we will have social time for
all at the Rusty Bucket at 8:30pm.

Do you have a SECPTA story to share with us? We would love to hear it. Email b’
president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com with your story or to RSVP for the evening. \“Q

2010-2011 SECPTA General Meeting Dates

August 24
September 28

Babysitting services will be offered by the staff of My October 26
Gym Solon during the General Membership Meetings November 23

. . January 25
for all children who are one year, walking and older.

. . February 22
Your children can be dropped off adjacent to the March 22
SECPTA meeting room beginning at 6:30 p.m. and stay April 26
until the conclusion of the meeting. Advance May 24

rl\(;serg/atlons are neec(ijetd for t[nstblf;lbycs;lttlngS srlerwccte. ALL SECPTA meetings will be held at the

embers are required to contact My Gym Solon a Solon Community Center

440.914.94.97 t.O secure your (eservatlon._The 2010 rate 35000 Portz Parkway, Solon, OH 44139

for babysitting is $5.00 per child per evening. Please _

note that payment is non-refundable and is to be made  Meeting Schedule _ _

in cash or check directly to My Gym at the time &f th 6:30 pm Field Trip & Committee Sign-ups
. . . 7:00 pm Business Meeting

reservation. A small snack will be served to your child 7:30 pm Speaker

and the staff brings games and entertainment! Calf earl  “community Building” at the Rusty Bucket

to reserve a spot for your child! Tavern, Solon
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Congrats to the Executive Board!!

President - Jody Halley

1st VP — Programs - Melissa Fitzgerald
2nd VP — Membership — Carol Olszewski
3rd VP Ways and Means — Heidi Mattlin
Corresponding Secretary — Lesley Perlberg
Recording Sec. — Cindy Klotzman
Treasurer - Rosie Kalika

If you are interested in being a part of SECPTA'’s board or a committee
member contact Jody Halley at president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com.

for Boys and airls, Ine
{and arown-ups, too)
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Page 4 SECPTA NEWS May 2010

Board Interest Questionnaire
2010-2011

We are starting to collect information about what committee you would be interested in supporting this year!

Please indicate what those interests may be, and we will be in touch soon to discuss how you can help SECPTA in
the coming year. Please email Jody Halley at president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com or mail to 34545 Blue Heron
Dr., Solon, OH 44139. Thank you!

Name:

Phone or email (whichever you prefer):

Empty = no interest whatsoever

1 = interested in serving on committee

2 = interested in the possibility of chairing the committee, but need more info
3 = put me in charge!!

Adult Outings (planning Mom’s/ Dad’s/Adult Outings)

Alumni (represent the SECPTA Alumni, plan Alumni gatherings)

Audit Committee (help audit the books)

Babysitting Co-op (chair the co-op at monthly meetings)

Book Club (coordinating gatherings of the Book Club)

Children’s Parties (plan and execute the parties)

Coffee Club (plan a minimum of 4 coffee clubs during the year)

Community Connections (compile area events geared toward children)
Cooking Club (coordinate gatherings of the Cooking Club)

Field Trips (plan/coordinate 2+ monthly field trips)

Fitness (coordinate a fithess program to involve members)

Helping Hands (coordinate meals for members in need (family illness, death, etc)
Historian (takes pictures at events, compile an annual scrapbook)

Hospitality (coordinate snacks for the monthly meetings)

Membership (compile the membership directory and plan the Welcome Picnic)
Newsletter (compile the articles for the monthly newsletter)

New Member Liaison (assist membership in welcoming new members)

Picnic Pals (plan summer gatherings of SECPTA members)

Playgroup (coordinate playgroups for members)

Programs (plan Shopping Spree and Pre-School Parade)

Publicity (distribute monthly program publicity and ads as needed)

Service (coordinate service opportunities)

Soccer (coordinate the soccer program)

T-Ball (coordinate the t-ball program)

Ways and Means-Event (coordinate the fundraising event)

Ways and Means-Solicitation (coordinate the solicitation for the fundraising event)
Website (maintains and updates the SECPTA website)

Welcoming (first line of contact with members at general meetings)
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Cookbooks
SALE....SALE...SALE... ‘
The SECPTA Cookbooks are now only $5! -

Cookbook baskets are just $10! @

They make great Mother's Day, Shower and

Teacher gifts. s O LO N

Contact president@solonearlychildhoodpta.com to

purchase one. ORTHODONTICS

PHILIP D. BOMELI, DDS, MS

6370 SOM CENTER RD.
SUITE 101
SOLON, OH 44139
TEL: 440.349.5885
FAX: 440.349.5893
WWW.SOLONORTHODONTICS.COM

Growing Family?
Let us help you find
p more home for your

4 = oV, money:
ﬂ Whether you need to sell or buy,

The Gallmann Group will be there every step of the way!

@R REMBX 4402482548 L4\

GALLMANN
W HAVENREALTY (levelandHomes.com T\

= GROUP
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Spring into

Wellness Mom'’s Night Out

A pampered mom is
a happy mom!

May 6th, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cost: $14.00 (Pay @ the event)
Limited to 15 people
Insight Learning & Wellness Center
25901 Emery Road (just north of Solon)

Join us at Insight Wellness Center and experience a night dedicated to pampering and re-energizing you! Insight
is dedicated to helping individuals become healthier in mind, body and spirit. SECPTA moms will enjoy tasty and
healthy appetizers, experience wellness treatments and learn how you can work the laws of attraction to get
more out of life.

After sampling wellness services such as chair massage, reiki (provides relaxation, positive energy) and
reflexology (foot massage), we’ll get a taste of Insight’s “Living the Light” course designed to help you focus on
your dreams. Based on the Oprah book club selection and movie “The Secret,” Living the Light teaches you how
to utilize the laws of attraction that are already in place in your life, and work them to your advantage. It's
designed to help you realize your goals, find and release the blockages in your way and provide support in
getting where you want to be, whether it's career goals, happier relationships or weight loss.

May 24" Letters to Juliet”
Solon Cinemas

Time TBD

Cost $5.00

When a young American (Amanda Seyfried) travels to the city of Verona, home of the star-crossed lover Juliet
Capulet of Romeo and Juliet fame, she joins a group of volunteers who respondterdeto Juliet seeking
advice about love. After answering one letter dated 195linspies its author (Vanessa Redgrave) to
travel to Italy in search of her long-lost love antss#f a chain of events that will bring a love into
both their lives unlike anything they ever imagined.

Coming Soon:

June 7" Sex in the City 2
July 26" Dinner for Schmuck
August 16" Eat, Pray, Love

Amy Berman
momsoutings@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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74
g/

ALPHA PARK
Highland Heights

# Less than 15 Minutes from Rt. 422/5 O M. Interchange For leasing information, contact:
¢ Build to Smt Evan Klotzman

s  From 500-25.000 Sq. Ft. Office Phone: (440) 449-69%0

»  From 3.000-25,000 Sq. Ft. Warehouse Email: Evan@alphapark com
»  On-Site Professional Management www.alphapark com

e Close Proximuty to Hotels, Retail, and Restaurants www.neopark com

Medical/Professional Office,
Laboratory and Warehouse
Available
For Immediate Lease PARK

Garfield Heights
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Please extend a warm welcome to our newest members & their families!

Leslie Chapman, Elizabeth Dean, Darcy Hershey, Alison Lemieux, Elena McKinnon, Nellie Medow, Alix Mitchell,
Hannah Oakes, Cheryl Radis, Bethany Richmond, Kim Richter, Beth Roseman, Jenny Rosenfeld, & Kate Rucker.

Thank you to Loree Gambatesa for helping as a greeter at our April general meeting!

Thank you also to Sue Boggs, Jennifer Catri, Betsy Donnelly, Jody Halley, Emily Johnson, Katie Kaufman, Teri
Kernicki, Kelly Mordock, Carol Olszewski, Leslie Perlberg, Katie Piccirillo, Danielle Rodgers, Julie Seitz, & Christy
Tartabini, who have recently volunteered as New Member Mentors! Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you
goes out to everyone who volunteered this year as a new member mentor!

Tina Laslo
newmemberliaison@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Well, our 10" year is slowly coming to a close but the celebrations are continuing! We hope you were able to join us
at The Pond. It really was a fun day. A huge thank you goes to Flower Entertainment, Frisky Entertainment, and
American Bouncers for helping to make our event a success. This event could not have been possible without all
the extra time put in this year by Jody Halley, Katie Kaufman, Sue Boggs, Amy Rothenfeld, Nicole Lieber, Jill Miller,
Nicole Canitano, and Rosie Kalika. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you for all your extra efforts to make this year
special and to create this one in a SECPTA lifetime event. We have two more events coming your way. Hope you
are able to join us.

Tuesday May 25" will be our last general board meeting. Come join us as we reflect and remember SECPTA — the
past 10 years.

Sunday June 27 during normal park hours at Wildwater Kingdom. This is open to all current members and alumni.
SECPTA has been given a group rate for this date only. Tickets for persons ages 3 — 61 and 48" and taller cost
$18.29. Tickets for persons ages 3 — 61 and under 48" or are age 62 and older are $12.00. Tickets will be mailed
(or delivered in some fashion) prior to the event with receipt of payment. WWK Kingdom will be printing the tickets
for us for this day about 2 weeks before the event. Arrangements will be made to deliver the tickets. Refunds will
only be given with a returned ticket. All refunds need to be complete by July 9. Please email
celebrations@solonearlychildhoodpta.com or contact Heidi Mattlin (phone, mail, email, Picnic Pal events) if you
need a ticket refunded. If you plan on being a season ticket holder, we still would like to know if you are attending.
The registration form can be found in the newsletter and on the website. Come on and dive in!

celebration@solonearlychildhoodpta.com g
71 /2
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Wild Water Kingdom

What : SECPTA Celebration Event

Who : All SECPTA families (current and alum)

Where: Wild Water Kingdom - 1100 Squires Road Aurora, OH 44202
When : Sunday June 27th during normal park hours

Why : SECPTAIs 10!

Cost : Group Rate of $18.29 for persons ages 3 - 61 and d&ilkar

Group Rate of $12.99 for persons ages 3 - 611, 48ter age 62 and older.

Tickets will be mailed prior to the event. Refunds willy be given with a returned ticket by July 9, 2010.

If you are a season ticket holder, we still need to kiigwu are attending.

To register, please return the form and a check forghmariate amount payable to SECPTA by May 31,

2010 to:

Rosie Kalika
37445 Hunter’s Ridge Road
Solon, OH 44139

Registration forms and payment will be accepted atoatd and regular meetings. If you have any

guestions, please contact celebration@solonearlychittftacom.

****Registration for Wild Water Kingdom*****

Family Name:

Address:

Email Address:

Phone:

Persons over 48” attending (ages 3-61) x $18.29 =
Persons under 48" attending (ages 3-61) x $12.99 =
Persons ages 62+ x $12.99 =
Persons with season tickets attending x$0.00

Total

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

Date Received Check Number Amount paid

tialslni
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SECPTA Picnic Pal Schedule Summer 2010

Welcome to your summer Picnic Pal Schedule! This is our 4" year planning these events and we have included

some of our favorite parks and a few new amazing locations. Picnic Pals is a series of weekly pre-arranged play
dates throughout the summer at some of the area’s finest parks, beaches and amusement areas. These events

are usually free or have a very low cost. Sign ups are not required. Older siblings are welcome and all events

are open to non-SECPTA members so please invite your friends along and introduce them to all that SECPTA
has to offer this summer!

Simply grab a blanket, pack a picnic lunch (don't forget the sunscreen!) and show up at the designated place. All
events will be held weather permitting. A few events have rain-out alternatives. Check the SECPTA website for
updates and changes. Email reminders will be sent throughout the summer months.

We hope you can join us!

Sincerely, the Picnic Pals Committee- Jennifer Catri, Julie Seitz, Danielle Rodgers, Katie Kaufman, Brittney Ertle,
Heidi Mattlin and Stacy Esper.

Eroaedl ¥

6/4(Fri) Picnic Pal kick off at Solon Community Par  k our kids. The children will “spray” paint their own
with Creative Expressions smiley face SECPTA t-shirts just in time to wear for
all of the summer Picnic Pal events!

Let's celebrate the beginning of summer break together

at one of the most entertaining parks in our community. When: Friday, June 4™ at 10:00am

Join us at the Solon Community Park where there are Where: Solon Community Park and Pavilion (near
great playgrounds, a pavilion and volleyball court (a.k.a the playground), 6679 SOM Center Road

“the sandbox” bring your toys), A special snack and Cost: Free

drink will be provided. SECPTA has rented the pavilion Contact: Jennifer Catri

space near the fireplace from 10am-1pm. Creative picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Expressions will be hosting a “Picnic Pal” activity for
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6/7(Mon) Strawberry Picking at Monroe's Orchard
and Farm Market

It's strawberry season and what a great learning
experience for your children to pick their own berries
locally! Dress for mess as we will be walking through
berry patches and our youngsters will be able to fill up
their baskets with strawberries. You pay for what you
pick and they are allstar variety. Meet us near the
picking fields.

When: Monday, June 7" at 9:30am

Where: Monroe’s Orchard and Farm Market 6313
Pioneer Trail, Hiram. (approx 25-30min drive)
www.monroesorchard.com

Cost: Pay for strawberries you pick

Contact: Jennifer Catri
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

6/9(Wed) Hudson Spring Park

Come play at this 260 acre park that boasts a 50 acre
lake. Three picnic pavilions, two miles of trail around

the lake, disc golf, volleyball, a playground, an open
play meadow and a children’s hedge maze are
available for your entertainment. A SECPTA snack
and drink will be provided.

When: Wednesday, June 9" at 10:00am
Where: Hudson Springs Park 7095 Stow Road
Hudson, Ohio 44236

Contact: Katie Kaufman
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

6-14(Mon) Buffalo Wild Wings

Have a night off from the kitchen SECPTA STYLE!
Join us at Buffalo Wild Wings’ Monday Night Kids
Night. All “Wild Child” meals are $1.99 and include
French fries and a drink. The Buffalo Wild Wings
Staff will provide cartoons on the big screens and a
“Kids Zone” with arts and crafts. A great way to start
off the week with the whole family!

When: Monday, June 14" 5:00pm-8:00pm (anytime
that works for your family!)

Where: 7070 Market Place Drive, Bainbridge
(across from Home Depot & Target)

Cost: Depends on what you eat

Contact: Katie Kaufman
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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6-17(Thur) Ray Williams Park -Reminderville

New to our list this year, this park has two playstructures,
one is a fun log adventure with slides and the other is a
castle fit for a prince or princess. This park is completely
fenced in so the kids can play safely. A covered pavilion
will provide shade for a SECPTA provided afternoon
snack and drink.

When: Thursday, June 17" at 3:00pm

Where: Ray Williams Park, 3601 Glenwood Blvd., in
Reminderville

Contact: Heidi Mattlin
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

6-22(Tues) T-Ball “Tailgate” Picnic

How about a little pre-game tailgating? Bring your own
picnic baskets of food and drinks, lawn chairs, blankets
and cheering squads for a little pre-game fun. Find a
spot on the lawn near the T-ball fields, enjoy your dinner
and have some fun with your teammates!

Games begin at 6:30pm.

When: Tuesday, June 22" at 5:30pm

Where: Any spot on the lawn near the T-Ball fields in
Solon.

Contact: Heidi Mattlin
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

6-24(Thur) Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Come and enjoy one of Cleveland’s BEST destinations
for families, the Cleveland Zoo!! Search out your favorite
animal with friends! Plan on discovering new species
and getting re-acquainted with old favorites. From
Dinosaurs to butterflies and everything in between, there
will be a roaring good time for everyone!

When: Thursday, June 24th at 10:00am meet
right inside front gates

Where: Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, 3900 Wildlife
Way, Cleveland www.clemetzoo.com (in case of
rain we will still attend the rainforest exhibit)
Cost: $10 for adults, $7 for children 2-11 and
under 2 are free.

Contact: Julie Seitz
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

6-30(Wed) ) Sunny Lake Park - Aurora

Bring your stroller if you have little ones as this park
is sure to please anyone who wants to walk the
1.75mile paved exercise trail around Sunny Lake,
perfect for a napping baby or toddler! This park is a
beautiful setting with two playground structures,
volleyball court (bring sand toys!), several pavilions
with picnic tables and even paddleboat rentals.
Snack and drinks will be provided, bring your lunch
if you want to extend your stay. We will meet at the
Mennonite Rd entrance playground area.

When: Wednesday, June 30th at 10:00am
Where: 885 East Mennonite Road Aurora,OH
Contact: Brittney Ertle
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-2(Fri) Preston’s HOPE

Ever wonder what nearly 3 million donated dollars
can build? The answer: The largest fully accessible
playground park in Northeast Ohio. This fabulous
playground features make-believe houses, raised
walkways, a play theater, sand & water areas,
swings, tunnels, slides, and much much more.
Restrooms and shelter area are available. Come
join us for a morning of fun. Snacks and drinks will
be there.

When: Friday, July 2nd at 10:00am
Where: Preston’s H.O.P.E. located on the
property of The Mandel JCC 26001 South
Woodland Rd. Beachwood,OH

Contact: Julie Seitz
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-7(Wed) Akron Zoo

When you visit the Akron Zoo, you'll come nose-to-
nose with more than 700 animals, including
endangered Humboldt penguins, snow leopards,
Sumatran tigers, jaguars, jellyfish and Komodo
dragons. Let’s explore this great zoo together!
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When: Wednesday, July 7" at 10:00am, meet at
ticket area, zoo open until 5:00pm

Where: Akron Zoo 500 Edgewood Avenue Akron,
OH 44307 www.akronzoo.org

Cost: Adults $10 Children(ages2-14)$6, under 2
free, non-member parking is $2

Contact: Katie Kaufman
pichicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-10(Sat) Ledges Trail hike and lunch at the
Winking Lizard in Peninsula

New this year! Take a beautiful hike in our very own
Cuyahoga Valley National Park. There are two
options: a fun “rocky” trail for the older kids and a
smoother trail for the younger ones. Enjoy the morning
hike and then grab lunch at the Winking Lizard. This
will be a great outing for the whole family. Gym shoes
a must for this hike and trails are not stroller
accessible.

When: Saturday, July 10" at 9:30am meet at the
Ledges Trailhead Pavilion, 11am for lunch at the
Winking Lizard.

Where: Ledges Area Trails in Peninsula (Cuyahoga
Valley National Park)405 Kendall Park Road,
Peninsula 44264  Winking Lizard located at 1615
Main St. Peninsula

Cost: Just buying or bringing your own lunch/snack
Contact: Danielle Rodgers
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-12(Mon) Bellflower “Spray” Park-Mentor

Beat the summer heat with a trip to this unique Spray
Park! Wear your swimming suit, as the main
attractions are dozens of mounted water spigots,
including ones in the shape of an elephant and a
sunflower. Parents must supervise children at all times
in the large (3,000 square foot) spray area. The “dry”
park also has a playground and room to run. Be sure
to bring a lunch or snack as the kids may work up an
appetite. **Please note water socks or shoes with
non-skid soles are required in the water play area.

When: Monday, July 12" at 10:30am
Where: 7221 Bellflower Road, Mentor 44060
Cost: Free

Contact: Katie Kaufman
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-14(Wed) EImwood Park-Independence

This park is different. In addition to having
playground equipment for the kids, it also has a
permanent SAFETY TOWN road for children,
complete with stop signs and traffic lights. So feel
free to bring your child’s big wheel, tricycle or bike.
Snacks and drinks will be there.

When: Wednesday, July 14" at 10:00am
Where: 6200 ElImwood Ave, Independence, OH
44131

Contact: Heidi Mattlin
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-16(Fri) Kiwanis's — Moore Park in Aurora and
tour of Fire Station

In addition to the great park amenities (several
playground structures, an athletic field, picnic tables
and pavilion), we will be paying a visit to the Aurora
Fire Station next to the park! Join us for an extra
special picnic pal as we go meet some of Aurora’s
finest firefighters along with a tour of their great
trucks and equipment! After the tour, plan to play at
the park and have a shack!

When: Friday, July 16™ at 10:00am Meet first at
Fire Station next to park for 10am tour.

Where: Kiwanis's-Moore Park 35 West Pioneer
Trail, Aurora (West Pioneer Tralil is a road that can
be entered by either Rt 43 or Rt 82.)

Contact: Brittney Ertle
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-19(Mon) Dairy Queen Family Night - Twinsburg

Join us at the Dairy Queen Grill & Chill Restaurant
in Twinsburg for Kids Night!! Kids Meals are $1.99
and there is face painting, door prizes and other
activities for the kids (and adults) to enjoy. Kids
Night starts at 5pm!
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When: Monday, July 19th from 5:00pm to 8:00pm
Where: DQ Chill & Grill,8895 Darrow Rd, Twinsburg
44087 (330-425-4196)

Cost: Whatever you decide to eat!

Contact: Julie Seitz
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-21(Wed) River Road Park (Bainbridge)

This park is a favorite among many. The park is located
near the intersection of Chagrin River Rd and
Bainbridge Rd (and a Big red barn). There are paved
trails for walking, strollers, roller skates and bikes. Two
playgrounds provide enough equipment for all ages.
Two Volleyballs courts typically double as a sandbox,
bring your toys! Picnic shelter and bathrooms are on
site. Snack and drinks will be provided. Bring your lunch
if you'd like a longer stay.

When: Wednesday, July 21st at 10:00am
Where: River Road Park 17628 River Road,
Bainbridge

Contact: Katie Kaufman
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-27(Tues) Aurora Movie Theater Cinemark 10
“Planet 51”

Unwind in a cool movie theater with your children and
SECPTA friends. Together we will watch “Planet 51"
Planet 51 is a galactic sized animated alien adventure
comedy. Movie is rated “PG” for mild sci-fi action and
suggestive humor. See the trailer at www.planet51.com

When: Tuesday, July 27" movie starts at 10:00am
Where:

140 Barrington Town Square Drive, Aurora, OH
Cost: $1 for movies and buy your own popcorn etc...
Contact: Jennifer Catri
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

7-29(Thur) Liberty Park

Join us at a local favorite. Liberty Park’s 100-acre
recreation area includes four ball fields, two soccer
fields and a playground with equipment for both tots and
older kids.

Maybe we can get a game of t-ball started!

When: Thursday, July 29th at 10:00am Liberty Park
Playground
Where: 9385 Liberty Road Twinsburg
Contact: Jennifer Catri
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

(1

7-31(Sat) Aurora Touch A Truck @ Aurora Farms
Premium Outlet

What a great way to start the weekend! Bring the
whole family to see trucks of all kinds. Children can
touch, feel, climb through and sit behind the wheel of
a tractor, snowplow, police car, and many more
vehicles. After you see all the trucks, play at the
playground, feed the ducks and do a little shopping!
Food court is open for purchasing snacks.

When: Saturday, July 31* 10:00am-2:00pm
Where: Aurora Farms Premium Outlet 549 South
Chillicothe Road

Contact: Danielle Rodgers
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-3(Tues) Orange Village Community Park

This is a cozy park that includes a nature preserve
with a half mile of paved trails, two baseball fields,
tether ball, volleyball, 3 hole golf and two tot lots
including a great wooden play structure and a log
play house with picnic pavilions, tables and grills.
You and your children are sure to enjoy this nature
setting and have a great picnic. SECPTA will provide
a dessert, so pack your lunch and your kids and
come join the fun!

When: Tuesday, August 3rd at 10:00am

Where: 4600 Lander Rd —near Miles Market in the
city of Orange Village.

Contact: Danielle Rodgers
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-5(Thurs) Eagle Creek Spraypark- Middlefield,OH

This is the Village's new state of the art "Sprayground
Park". It is home to two splash pad areas, a large
playground area, paved walking paths and a gazebo.
Join us for an afternoon of “cooling off” fun! Bring
swimsuits and towels!

When: Thursday, August 5" at 3:00pm

Where: Springdale Avenue(off RT 87) — Middlefield,
Ohio

Cost: Free

Contact: Heidi Mattlin
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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8-9(Mon) Ravenna Community Pla yground

A new delightful park to enjoy! The Ravenna Community
Playground project began in 2006 with over 500 Ravenna
elementary school students meeting with designers to
express their dreams and ideas for the park. At the end of
the day, an amazing playland was unveiled featuring a
castle, a tower with a dungeon for the boys and a beauty
salon for the girls, a pirate ship, a rocket, and much much
more! Children of all ages will enjoy this one of kind
playground! Snack and drink provided, bring a lunch for
extended stay.

When: Monday, August 9" at 10:00am

Where: 130 Chestnut Hills Dr (a.k.a. State RT 44)
Ravenna, OH

Contact: Brittney Ertle
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-11(Wed) Munroe Falls Metro Park (Beach)

This beach is a hidden gem and is worth the car ride! It is
a clean man-made lake with shallow and deep areas for
swimming and a large sandy beach area to play. The
picnic area is very family—friendly with a large, shady
picnic area with charcoal BBQ grills. There is also a
nearby playground area for the little ones. Bring sand
toys for the beach and floating devices. Lifeguards are
on duty, but you swim at your own risk. (Liability waivers
will be handed out at the gate.) Be sure to pack a lunch
for this great day at the beach! Beach is open from
10:00am-8:00pm

When: Wednesday, August 11" at 10:30am

Where: 521 S. River Road, Munroe Falls (south of
Stow) down Rt 91 ph: 330-867-5511
www.summitmetroparks.org

Cost: $4.00 for adults, $3.00 for kids 2-12; under 2 is
free

Contact: Stacy Esper
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-16(Mon) KidStation-Safety Village- Stow

This Fire Station-themed playground is located at
Oregon Trail Park on Fishcreek Road. It was built in
2005 and is adjacent to the Stow Fire Station and Safety
Village. The playground features are: Unique slide
features, Diverse play activities for all ages, balance
activities and a mini “Stow” village! Bring your bikes and
riding toys and prepare to have fabulous morning out at
this very entertaining park.

When: Monday, August 16" at 10:00am
Where: 4200 Fishcreek Road Stow, OH
Contact: Danielle Rodgers

picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-18(Wed) Mentor Headlands Beach

You don’t have to travel out of state to enjoy a real
BEACH! As the largest natural sand beach in
Ohio,(one mile long!) Headlands offers recreation for
swimmers and sunbathers along Lake Erie. Bring all
your beach toys and life vests and dig into this
beautiful sand and water. Change booths, concession
areas and restrooms are provided. — Caution the
water can get wavy, swim at your own risk.

When: Wednesday, August 18" 11:00am

Where: 9601 Headlands Road Mentor, OH 44060 —
Meet near the concession stand.

Contact: Stacy Esper
picnicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

8-27(Fri) Memphis Kiddie Park

Let’s end the summer with an event that the kids will
remember all winter long! Tired of spending large
ticket prices at the big parks just to watch your kids
ride? At Memphis Kiddie Park you pay as you go.
Bring your kids to ride pint size roller coasters! They
offer 11 amusement rides for children, a concession
stand, arcade and miniature golf. If you have not
been here before you won't want to miss this one!
Memphis Kiddie Park has been putting smiles on
children’s faces since 1952. Please note children
must be less than 50 inches for most rides.

When: Friday, August 27" at 10:00am meet at
entrance

Where: Memphis Kiddie Park 10340 Memphis
Avenue, Brooklyn OH. Ph: (216)941-5995

Cost: Single Tickets $1.50; Strip of 10 Tickets
$13.50, no entrance fee- An email will be sent the
week of the event because if we have a large group
we can buy discounted ride wristbands.

Contact: Katie Kaufman/Julie Seitz
pichicpals@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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We have had a FANTASTIC year of Service this year! | thank each and every one of you who were able to
donate items and your time this year! As the summer begins, please try to remember those less fortunate and
do something special: sometimes it's the smallest of things that make a huge difference

We still have a few more days to donate items. Any items can be brought to the May Board or General Meeting
or you can contact me directly for a drop off or possible pick up.

Stuffed animals, books and blankets (new or gently used)
We are continuing our support of Project Night Night! This great organization still needs our donation
assistance! Newly or gently used blankets, stuffed animals and books will help out so many children.

Pennies!!

The May fieldtrip to Preston’s HOPE is right around the corner! Let’s get those cash donations in soon!
Service is opening up the donations to any amount: so keep saving your pennies, dimes, quarters and dollar
bills and bring them to the May Board or General meeting. If you are attending the field trip, you can donate
money there directly that day or you can bring sand toys to donate also.

Christmas in July (well, more like June!)

The Adopt a Family program was a huge success this past December and | am hoping we can help a little
more! The four families we helped during the cold holiday season are still in need of clothing and extras for the
upcoming warmer weather. This time there will not be tags or wrapped gifts.....only gift cards . | will be
collecting gift cards in any denomination from now until May 31%. These can be brought to the May Board and
General Meeting or mailed directly to me. | will then sort the cards and mail them to the families directly as a
surprise. If you are able to and would like to help these families out, please consider gift cards to Giant Eagle,
Walmart, Target, Old Navy, etc. In speaking with the local guidance counselors, these children will be in need
of summer clothing and gift cards are the easiest way we can help them out now. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Womankind donations

There is a medical and prenatal clinic in Garfield Heights called Womankind. This wonderful clinic provides free
and confidential pre-natal care to women in need. They also provide emotional counseling, childbirth classes,
legal & adoption referrals, clothes, and diapers etc. -- anything the woman needs to care for her child. These
are women that have jobs but do not have health care at this time. They make too much to get welfare benefits
but need extra help and would otherwise fall through the cracks. The clinic receives no government support
and all of the doctors, nurses and staffs are volunteers. One way that we can help out now is through
donations of new and gently used baby clothing (up to 24 months) and maternity clothes. Looking forward, we
will try to set up some opportunities to help them through administrative volunteering - answering phones, filing,
sorting clothes, etc. To help out now, bring any donation clothlng to the May Board or General Meeting. | will
be bringing the donations to the facility on Thursday, May 27"

And finally, some awesome numbers for you to consid er....

+We donated almost 100 new gift and clothing items and over $400 in grocery and household gift cards to our
four Adopt a Family members.

+We collected over 60 pairs of used sneakers for the Nike Re-Use a Shoe campaign.

+We've collected over 200 items for Womankind at this point.

+We’'ve made/collected 76 blankets for Project Night Night this year.

+We've collected over 147 stuffed animals and books for Project Night Night this year.

+We've collected over $70 for Preston’s HOPE this year.

Angel Keefe
service@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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May

Learn self-defense techniques along with fun new ways of working out! Insight Learning and Wellness Center will
teach us some moves from two ancient arts that we can use to work up a sweat, defend ourselves and release
energy. This exciting intro class will introduce the best of two ancient eastern arts--Tae Kwon Do and Qi Gong.

Tae Kwon Do is a dynamic fitness activity that builds all over total body strength, stamina and endurance. It
emphasizes core building exercises with tremendous benefits in strengthening back muscles and increasing balance
and confidence. For women, there are important self defense benefits.

Qi Gong is an ancient exercise that cultivates internal energy and can be a very effective way to promote healing
and maintain good health. This soothing practice often uses slow graceful movements and controlled breathing
techniques to promote circulation, balance energy and enhance overall health. Come and join us for this fun and
enlightening class!

Event: Tae Kwon Do, Qi Gong Class
Place: Insight Learning and Wellness Center
25901 Emery Road, Suite 112
Warrensville Heights, OH 44128
Date: Thursday, May 20
Time: 7:30-8:30 pm
Cost: FREE!
RSVP: To Christine Hales at fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

Christine Hales
fitness@solonearlychildhoodpta.com

WE ARE READY TO PLAY SECPTA T-BALL!!!

This is a reminder that the t-ball season begins Tuesday, June 1* at the Solon Recreation T-Ball Fields. Team
assignments, field locations, and snack & juice schedules will be mailed to you the week of May 24", Please
contact Laura Redmond on Saturday, May 29" if you do not receive your information package in the mail by
then. Players and coaches will receive their team t-shirts at the fields the evening of the first game.

Thank you for your interest in SECPTA Sports and let’s play ball!

Laura Redmond
tball@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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Thank you SECPTA Adventurers...

... for attending so many of our field trips; for your great suggestions about new places to visit and for being a part
of a wonderful organization!! What a fantastic year it has been!! The Field Trips Committee has had an amazing
time scheduling field trips for everyone to enjoy.

We hope that our committee has brought smiles to your faces and laughter to your ears this year. In the past 9
months (September through May) we have provided SECPTA families with over 150 field trips to attend. We
worked very hard to accommodate all of our families, including working parents, giving everyone the opportunity to
attend some of our field trips.

I would like to wholeheartedly thank the Field Trips Committee, Jen Dupan, Eileen Anderson-Fye, Teri

Kernicki, Katie Piccirillo and Jen Catri for the absolutely amazing job they have done this year. The next time
you see them (possibly at a Picnic Pals event), please take the time to thank them for they volunteered a great
deal of time and expended a great deal of effort to make this a remarkable year.

And thank you to the wonderful people who helped us throughout the year including Emily Johnson and Heidi
Mattlin who helped out with Creative Expressions events and Melissa Fitzgerald and Melissa Pece who were
“guest” field trip committee members and helped us with a month or two of trips.

In a few short months we will start planning the 2010/2011 field trips. If you are interested in helping on next year’s
committee (or just want to learn more about the possibilities), please let me know. Even if you are just interested
in helping for a month or two, consider being a “guest” committee member!! There are a lot of benefits to being on
the field trips committee, talk to me to find out what they are (being first to sign up for the trips is one of them)!!!!

Enjoy your summer!!!!

Julie Seitz and the Field Trips Committee
fieldtrips@solonearlychildhoodpta.com
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Solon Early Childhood PTA
34545 Blue Heron
Solon, OH 44139

We're on the Web!
www.solonearlychildhoodpta.com

SECPTA News Article Submissions
due on the 28 of the month. Next
articles and ads are due:

JULY 20™

Please note submission requirements
have changed this year!

Please send your article in a Word file
using the Arial 10pt font. Please format
how you would like it to be seen in terms
of bolding, colors, etc. Feel free to attach
photos, clip art, etc. that you would like
to go with it.

SECPTA News is a publication of the
Solon Early Childhood PTA.

Ellen McElroy
newsletter@solonearlychildhoodpta.com




